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COVID-19 Not Over Yet, Beware

Our primary job at The Citizen Bulletin is to 
keep you informed about what’s happening in 
your community. When everyone’s health is on 
the line, our mission has an added weight. 

BY DIVINE DUBE, Editorial Director

When President Mnangagwa announced on the 1st 
of March the relaxed COVID-19 lockdown restrictions, 
including that citizens would no longer require 
clearance letters to travel, a majority of Zimbabweans 
broke into jubilation. They thought they could now 
return to their everyday lives — which they abandoned 
almost a year ago when the country declared its first 
lockdown to halt the spread of the coronavirus.  

The lockdown might be slightly over, but the virus is 
not gone; it is still with us. As such, the government 
should not go soft on the fight against the virus until 
the pandemic has receded and when the country has 
reached herd immunity. In recent times, we have seen 
many pictures and videos in which it is clear that 
many people have stopped taking health precautions 
to contain the virus.  If you are careless, walking out 
without a mask, you risk yourself, your family, your 

children and vulnerable community members. 

The pandemic, as we know, has upended many parts 
of our lives and has even shut down some essential 
services that we need to live normally. In this bulletin, 
we shine a light on how lockdown restrictions have 
halted children’s vaccination programs in some parts 
of Matabeleland. Children, just like all of us, deserve 
access to quality health. We thus urge local health 
authorities to ensure that all children who missed their 
regular vaccinations are inoculated urgently in line 
with government protocols to contain the pandemic. 

In Hwange, communities live in fear of landmine 
explosions several decades after the liberation war 
ended. A recent casualty wherein a child had her leg 
amputated after a detonator exploded on her while 
playing has worsened the community’s fears. According 
to the landmine statistics monitor of 2012, landmine 
clearing operations began in 1982, but progress has 
been slow due to lack of funding. We implore central 
government authorities to take this issue seriously and 
expedite the process of clearing landmines in affected 
communities to save lives that might be lost needlessly. 



We are dismayed that despite the central government’s 
commitment to ensure that blood is given to those 
who need it at no cost; some public hospitals sell it at 
prohibitive prices. In one of our stories in this bulletin, 
we surface challenges faced by patients forced to buy 
blood in hospitals such as Mpilo, yet it is donated for 
free by other citizens. We urge authorities to investigate 
this matter and reign on public health officials selling 
the precious commodity. Six years ago, the government 
declared blood a free product, and as such, it should 
guard against errant institutions that violate the policy 
and the pledge of citizens who donate their blood in 
service to those who need it the most. 

On the 18th of February, the country launched the 
first phase of its COVID-19 vaccination program, 
yet in most parts of rural Matabeleland, skepticism 
around the vaccine is widespread. While we know 
that misinformation around vaccines is not only 
peculiar to Zimbabwe, we believe central government 
authorities could quickly neutralize fake news and 
build community trust around the vaccine program 
through actively disseminating credible information, 
a role they have failed to discharge dismally. Unless 
vaccine sensitization programs are launched, especially 
in underserved rural communities who live in news 
deserts, it will be challenging to vaccinate 60 percent 
of the country’s population and reach herd immunity. 

In a time like this, the importance of local reporting 
can’t be overstated. We know you rely on The Citizen 
Bulletin for this type of public-service journalism, 
whether it relates to public health, economic and social 
justice, education and local government—our primary 
thematic focus, or other pressing issues that affect you 
and the wellbeing of your communities. We are glad to 
provide this critical service, but we can’t do it without 
your support.

Since the beginning of 2021, we have been building 
our WhatsApp broadcast database to deliver our news 
products to our diverse readers. Direct messaging 
through WhatsApp broadcasts allows us to build 
deeper, meaningful relationships with our readers like 
you. Will you support our public-service journalism by 
joining our WhatsApp broadcast community? If so, 
WhatsApp the word ‘join’ to +263 7 1863 6460. If 
you haven’t yet followed us on Facebook: The Citizen 

Bulletin and Twitter @The_CBNews, kindly do so. You 
can also send us a message via WhatsApp at +263 7 
18636459 and tell us why you like or dislike us. 

Together we can make our communities better. 



MATABELELAND NORTH

Vaccination of Children 
Forgotten Amid COVID-19

by Nokuthaba Dlamini

Editor’s Choice

As the country hypes about vaccination against 
COVID-19, children under five may become 
a casualty of a broken health system during 
lockdowns. 

Sibonile Hadebe from Tohwe village in Nkayi, a mother 
of three months old twins, is yet to get her children 
immunised. 

Hadebe, who gave birth to her babies at home in 
December 2020, says she tried to visit some local 
clinics next to her village but was turned away.

“I went to Sesemba clinic, which is 
closer to my village, to have them 
checked two weeks after birth, and 
the response was that the clinic had 

run out of vaccinations.”
Sibonile Hadebe, mother of three-months-old twins 

“I was then advised to take them to Nkayi main 
hospital, and before l could prepare, we heard people 
announcing that it was now an offence to be seen 
leaving your homestead and this is why they have not 
vaccinated or examined by a doctor,” adds Hadebe who 
believes she also has an infection from giving birth. 

Children under five are reportedly missing crucial 
vaccinations to prevent child killer diseases, health 
watchdogs have established. 

Zimbabwe had been under COVID-19 lockdowns since 
the end of March last year. However, the restrictions 
have come with unintended consequences as young 
infants, especially in remote areas like Nkayi and Binga, 
no longer have access to vaccinations. 



Itai Rusike, the Community Working Group on Health 
executive, says his organisation has been receiving 
reports that children are not only failing to access 
vaccinations care services but are also struggling to 
have a healthy diet to supplement their growth. 

“This is a nation-wide observation according to our 
findings, and it is affecting our remote children who 
are below five,” Rusike says. 

“Some children have not received any vaccinations 
since birth while some stopped about a year ago, and 
this is a cause for concern that our health ministry 
should look at under this on-going lockdown.” 

From the Binga district, Letwin Mumpande, a 35-year-
old mother from Nsungwale village, says her four-year-
old daughter has not only missed out on vaccinations 
but proper diet supplements. 

“Our roads that connect to Binga 
main hospital were destroyed by the 
floods in February last year, and that 
has cut us from getting the rest of the 
services such as health and grocery 
shopping.”
Letwin Mumpande, mother to a 4-year-old daughter

In 2020, flood struck Binga destroying roads, bridges and 
homes. Image by Binga Residents Association

“Iphithule (daughter) was supposed to be vaccinated 
against measles last year, and up to now, she hasn't. Our 
clinic was destroyed when the floods swept away our 
homesteads, so even though few structures remained; 
the nursing staff has nothing there. Some have even 
neglected attending some patients because of the 

conditions of the buildings and lack of treatment.”

Mumpande says with the current lifting of the COVID-19 
restrictions, she plans to take another route to get her 
child vaccinated. 

“Some go as far as Gokwe, and this is what I'll be 
doing. She is not growing fast like other children, and 
the nurse told me that she is malnourished, so l want 
to buy her food supplements such as peanut butter for 
her to grow normally.” 

According to the World Health Organization (WHO), 
through its 2020 initiated Extended Program on 
Immunization (EPI), the organisation says an estimated 
5.3 million children under the age of five have died 
worldwide, the highest being in Sub-Saharan Africa. 

The report says more than half of these deaths are 
preventable or can be handled with simple, affordable 
interventions, including immunisation, proper nutrition, 
clean water, and food. 

“Vaccinations against childhood infectious diseases 
minimise the mortality risk of two-thirds of children 
under five,” the report reads. 

Pneumonia and diarrhoea, which are listed as the 
leading causes of under-five deaths, can be avoided by 
vaccination.

“Vaccination is the most cost-effective public health 
strategy for preventing and eradicating infectious 
childhood diseases such as measles, pertussis, 
diphtheria, tetanus, tuberculosis, meningitis, and 
tuberculosis in children…,” adds the report.

President Emmerson Mnangagwa on Monday eased 
the country’s lockdown measures, paving the way for 
the informal sector, industry and intercity travel to 
start operating as usual while adhering to COVID-19 
protocol. 

President Mnangagwa has said travellers are no longer 
obliged to produce exemption letters when travelling. 



“Our homes are not safe”: 
Landmines Threaten Lives 

In Hwange

by Lethokuhle Nkomo

HWANGE

Every metal piece in this community is 
a potential landmine; even from one's 
homestead, an explosion can occur. 

Recently, an 11-year-old Simangani girl under Chief 
Hwange sustained severe injuries, which led to her 
leg’s amputation after a landmine detonated on her 
while she was playing in their yard with her siblings. 

An eye-witness to the incident Orsino Mupande, says: 
“The girl is severely injured, and the parents are finding 
it hard to come to terms with the incident. There were 
some pieces of her leg all over the ground; the girl is 
left with wounds on her stomach as well. She is lucky 

to be alive.”
Meanwhile, the Simangani Village head Zero Nyoni says 
the explosion which happened was a quick reminder of 
their captivity.

“Our homes are not safe; this child 
was just playing in her yard at home 
when the landmine exploded. We do 
not know who is next.”
Zero Nyoni, Simangani villahe head

Nyoni further says their domestic animals are also at 
risk because of the landmines.

From January 23 to February 19, the villagers have 



discovered three M969 anti-personnel landmines, 
including the one that almost killed the girl. 
In 2006, Zimbabwe’s government launched a program 
to demine all landmines installed during the war. 
Hwange rural district is one of the many communities 
in the country affected by anti-personnel mines laid 
along the borders of Zambia and Zimbabwe that 
urgently need to be de-mined.

Villagers living in Mwemba, Simangani and along 
the Zambezi River in rural Hwange communities fear 
dislodging landmines that are likely to explode, leading 
to death. Parents are always on the lookout for their 
children who may mistakenly play with a landmine 
thinking they are toys.

According to oral history, the land mines were laid 
by Rhodesian security forces as a barrier against the 
infiltration of liberation fighters from neighbouring 
states. Some land mines were mapped, but information 
of the mapping was lost during the 1980 transition.

Due to the lack of information on these landmines’ 
placement, Hwange rural villagers are captives in their 
land as their children, and their future generations still 
live next to landmines 41 years after independence.

The community Headman Lovemore Nyoni has 
appealed to the government to reconsider visiting 
Hwange rural bordering villages and the rural areas 
along the Zambezi River in demining the areas.

“The heavy rains experienced by the district have 
probably led to the resurfacing of these dangerous 
landmines and, as a result putting the community in 
danger,” says Nyoni. 

In the meantime, Matabeleland North Police 
Spokesperson Inspector Glory Banda is encouraging 
people living in these areas to treat every piece of 
metal with suspicion.

“We encourage everyone living in these areas to be 
careful and not to touch any metal on the surface as it 
may be a potential land mine,” he says.

Although villagers are urged to stay away from any 
suspicious metals, women in this community feel they 

are losing out on the business of scrap metal collection.

Scrap metal is bought and sold by weight. Image by Hammer 

and Tongues 

“Before the rains, we have been 
surviving on picking up and selling 
scrap metal to people who come 
from Harare. Now that we have been 
ordered to be suspicious of any metal, 
we are losing financially.”
Felicity Tshuma, a woman into scrap metal collection 
business from Simangani 

According to the landmine statistics monitor of 2012, 
landmine clearing operations began in 1982, but 
progress has been slow, a fact blamed on inadequate 
funding and lack of political will.

However, since 1998 the United States of America 
government injected 23.9 million dollars into Zimbabwe 
to protect people from landmines and protect economic 
opportunities through safe access land. The US supports 
Zimbabwe’s goal to clear all minefields in the country 
by 2025 safely.



LUPANE

Wild Animals Destroy Good 
Cropping Yields In Mat 

North

by Lizwe Sebatha

After a dry season, good cropping yields in 
Matabeleland North are at the mercy of wild 
animals. 

Florence Moyo, a widow, aged 65, was expecting a 
bumper harvest until recently when wild animals 
stomped through her village in Malumba, Lupane 
district in Matabeleland North, devouring planted 
crops.
 
Situated in a province that is home to the Big Five 
and one of the country’s largest game parks, Hwange 
National Park, wildlife in Lupane are a celebrated 
foreign currency earner through tourism.
 

However, Moyo is not rejoicing after baboon crop 
raiders left her counting losses.
 
“That I was going to have a good harvest after the 
good rains was a given.”
Florence Moyo, a 65-year-old widow
 
Moyo, who is in despair after crop-raiding baboons 
harvested her maize field, is taking care of four of her 
grandchildren and had hoped not to solely depend on 
her children’s remittances from neighbouring South 
Africa.
 
For years, Moyo has been experiencing poor harvests 
as Lupane is a rural semi-arid area characterised by 
low rainfall.



 “For the first time in years, I was hopeful of a bountiful 
harvest to take me through the next farming season 
with enough food to feed my family,” she says.
 
Baboons are not the only crop raiders causing 
devastation in the Lupane district.
 
Elephants, hyenas, lions, and other wildlife are stomping 
through villagers along Gwayi and Mbembesi rivers, 
destroying an expected good harvest after years of low 
rainfall.
 
Livestock has not been spared as wild animals have 
reportedly killed as many as 30 beasts, Chief Mabhikwa 
says.
 
“I receive reports every day of wildlife destroying crops 
and devouring livestock. The big cats have camped in 
human settlements causing destruction,” Mabhikwa 
said.
 
“As of yesterday, Sunday the 28th of February, we have 
30 beasts that have been killed.
 
“What irritates villagers is that there seems to be no 
solution to control the movement of wildlife into human 
settlements. We appeal to the Zimbabwe Parks and 
Wildlife Management Authority (ZimParks) to mount 
trap cages to deal with the troublesome animals.”
 
Trap cages are designed and built for a lifetime of 
service.
 
A patented release and locking mechanism ensures 
that the trapped animal does not injure itself or escape.
 
Furthermore, non-target animals can be released 
unharmed or translocated to another area as nature 
conservation authorities require.
 
ZimParks spokesperson Tinashe Farawo blames the 
human-wildlife conflict on the overpopulation of 
animals. Farawo says they have received several reports 
of wildlife causing terror and destroying vegetation, 
and killing livestock.
 
“This is not isolated to Lupane alone. The biggest 

challenge that we are facing is an overpopulation of 
animals.”
Tinashe Farawo, Zimparks spokesperson
 
Farawo says the Hwange National Park, created in the 
1930s for a maximum population of 15,000 elephants, 
now has approximately 45,000 to 50,000 jumbos.
 
“Which means this elephant population has exceeded 
its ecological carrying capacity,” he says, adding that 
ZimParks is continuing with activities such as trapping 
or killing problem animals.
 
The increase in wildlife population has been blamed 
on culling following the Convention on Trade in 
Endangered Species (CITES) which imposed a global 
ban on the ivory trade.
 
Alfred Sihwa, the director of the Lupane, based Sibanye 
Animal Welfare and Conservancy Trust, argues that 
conflicts could be solved by reviewing the Wildlife Act.
 
“We need to also work on a way that preserves human 
rights but also look at the animal welfare aspect 
and tourism. We need an approach that is equally 
protective to human beings and wildlife, including land 
degradation,” Sihwa says.
 
“There must be a review of the Wildlife Act to ensure it 
has clauses to protect the communities. We also need 
a review of the Animal Welfare and Protection Unit to 
protect that wildlife as much as it protects the domestic 
animals.”
 
However, as human-wildlife conflict cases continue to 
be reported, some Lupane villagers are left counting 
losses to the crop-raiding animals.
 
“It’s so depressing because we had good rains; we 
planted vast tracts of land only for animals to destroy 
the crops,” Moyo says, adding that she fears being 
harmed by the animals.
 
It’s not clear how many hyenas; lions are dotted around 
her village.



MATABELELAND

Poverty Amidst Plenty: 
Matabeleland’s Untold 

Story

by Mbonisi Gumbo

Despite being endowed with abundant 
natural resources, including gold, methane 
gas, and timber amongst others, the region of 
Matabeleland trails the rest of the country in 
terms of tangible local development, according 
to verifiable data in our possession. Are the 
region's resources a curse? Mbonisi Gumbo 
dives deep into Matabeleland’s development 
conundrum. 

The region of Matabeleland is arguably the most 
affluent natural resource block in the country, boasting 
some of the well sought after but vastly untapped 
minerals by major multinational firms.

From the World's seventh wonder, the mighty Victoria 
Falls, Hwange National Park, coal deposits, untapped 
methane gas and timber plantations in Lupane, 
Matopos National Park in the southern tip, and home 
to Beitbridge border post—the busiest inland port in 
the region. 

Naturally, one would expect the region to be miles 
ahead of other parts of the country regarding its 
inhabitants' development and well-being.

Not at all! 

The disconnect between abundant natural resources 
and development levels has, for decades, sparked 
heated debates in many platforms from scholarly to 



informal social spaces. 

Matabeleland provinces' fortunes continue to dwindle 
drastically as the poverty gap widens between regions 
across the country.

Are the region's resources a curse?

Official government and independent records show 
that the region of Matabeleland has the slowest 
population growth rate in the country. 

ZimStats at its last census projected Bulawayo's 
population at slightly above 650 000, which was a 
small increase from the 2002 national headcount. 
However, the Bulawayo City Council disputes the 
figure and claims it has a population of 1,5 million 
people. The local authority argues that population 
figures are crucial in resource allocation by the central 
government. 

Does this magnify a more significant regional problem, 
or there is a malicious intent to handicap the region 
through misrepresenting numbers? Referencing 
the 2012 population census, ZimStats claims that 
employed people in Matabeleland South constitute 89 
percent while 11 percent comprises the unemployed.  
In Bulawayo, the employed shall consist of 73 percent 
while the unemployed constitute 27,4 percent. 

Curiously, the statistical data provided by ZimStats is 
not disaggregated and turns a blind eye to the existence 
of the informal economy sector and its contribution to 
employment statistics. Various reports paint the region 
as poverty struck, and it's not getting any better. A 
staggering 41 percent of people in Matabeleland North 
are said to be reeling in extreme poverty, justifying 
the assertion that the region is the country's poverty 
capital. 

In 2017, poverty prevalence stood at 66 percent in the 
Nkayi district. Lupane stood at 50 percent. Lupane sits 
on untapped lucrative coal-bed methane gas deposits, 
and locals have witnessed a string of ribbon-cutting 
ceremonies ostensible to kick start a life-changing 
project worth millions of dollars. Estimates show that 
the Lupane-Lubimbi area has more than 40 trillion 
cubic feet of potentially recoverable gas. The project is 

still a pipe dream. 

Binga tops the list of open defecation prevalence at the 
household level at 74,3 percent. Beitbridge border post, 
the busiest inland port of entry and a key SADC transit 
point, is poorly developed. On average, immigration 
records show that 200 000 travellers, 300 000 buses, 
100 000 light vehicles and 40 000 commercial trucks use 
the border post monthly, raking in millions of foreign 
currency, although COVID-19 induced lockdown has 
reduced the scale.

Critics believe that the resources are not benefiting 
locals as they are exploited and looted by a few 
politically connected individuals outside the region. 
They contend that countless investment projects 
proposed by locals and international investors are 
deliberately stalled by people in central government, 
probably to continue to have leverage on the resources 
for their benefit. They also argue that four decades into 
self-rule, the region still has mud hut schools whose 
net effect feeds directly into learners' perennial poor 
academic performances.

In the same basket of setbacks, Matabeleland has 
the least number of schools than other provinces in 
Zimbabwe without even weighing how resourced 
they are. Observers say there is neither appetite nor 
will to improve the education sector in Matabeleland. 
Remarks by Primary and Secondary Education Minister 
Cain Mathema which portray school heads and 
sanctions as the dark forces behind low pass rates and 
the ailing academic system in Matabeleland are not 
helping matters. 

Shockingly his utterance ignores issues to do with the 
centralised education system, inadequate resourcing 
and financing of educational institutions within the 
region, and shortage of skilled and qualified teachers. 
From 2001 to 2017, 270 new schools were built in 
Mashonaland West, bringing 751, signifying a 56,13 
percent increase. In that same period, Matabeleland 
South only managed 72 primary schools bringing the 
total to 512. Matabeleland North has 616 established 
schools that include over a hundred schools without 
proper buildings and furniture.

All the three Matabeleland provinces have perennial 



water challenges, with Bulawayo being the hardest 
hit. Once the industrial hub of the region, the city 
experienced its worst water-shedding regime in 2020 
to the extent that the average water supplies were once 
every week in most suburbs. Proposed water projects 
geared at easing water woes such as the Matabeleland 
Zambezi Water Project are moving at a snail's pace. 

In an inflation hit economy, the annual national budget 
allocation for the project hovers around ZW$400 
million. Matabeleland North currently produces 40 
percent of the country's electricity, but schools and 
health facilities have no power. There is no compelling 
reason why Matabeleland should lag in terms of 
development. We considered that the government's 
preferred centralised administration system prone to 
corruption, nepotism, and regionalism is the primary 
source of Matabeleland's economic and social ills.

There is an urgent need for a holistic action to push 
for the equitable distribution of national resources, 
particularly at regional level. It is baffling why 
government bureaucrats keep emphasizing the need 
for locals to leverage natural resources to create jobs 
and revenue yet some of them preside over the plunder 
of local resources—in Matabeleland—for their own 
enrichment. Unless the central government enacts laws 
that specifically state that a certain percentage of every 
government's income tax remains in every province, 
the Matabeleland region will continue to languish in 
poverty yet it is endowed with natural resources worth 
billions of dollars.  

Mbonisi Gumbo is a human rights activist 
based in Bulawayo. He writes in his personal 

capacity and is contactable via email on 
mbokagumbo@gmail.com 





BULAWAYO

Blood Price Hike Despite 
Free Donations Shock 

Patients

by Vusindlu Maphosa

Despite the government affirming blood as a 
free product in Zimbabwe, some still have to 
pay for it while others say the cost of accessing 
blood remains prohibitive. 

The increase of blood prices in forex by the National 
Blood Services Zimbabwe (NBSZ) despite the fact that 
citizens make free donations almost every month has 
shocked the patients who are desperate for blood 
transfusion.

Indications are that blood price increased to US$145 
a pint since January from ZWL$8 400 amid revelations 
many blood seekers are struggling to raise the amount 

which is beyond the reach of many citizens, while most 
of those who are working earn local currency far below 
or almost equal to the amount. 

Blood transfusion is often critical for people involved 
in road traffic accidents, pregnant women and patients 
suffering from diseases of the blood or blood deforming 
organs. 

Some Bulawayo patients who are on renal dialysis note 
that the blood price has jumped far beyond their reach 
and authorities must be ashamed that citizens give 
their blood for free to the NBSZ only for people to fail 
to access it when they need it to save their lives.

“I was shocked to be told that a pint 



of blood now cost US$145 when I was 
buying it for my brother who is on 
renal dialysis on January 27.”
Johnson Ncube, Pumula resident

“This is really ridiculous to imagine that people donate 
blood for free and when someone wants it, has to 
party with this amount of money in Zimbabwe, where 
it’s known that people earn local currency worse which 
cannot buy that amount,” he says.

Ncube says his brother has been going to Mpilo Central 
Hospital for renal dialysis since the year 2018 and they 
have been buying blood using local currency and the 
last time he had bought the blood, a pint was worth 
around ZWL$8 400 local currencies. 

One pint of blood can save up to three lives. Image by National 
Blood Services Zimbabwe 

Another Mpopoma resident Norman Mpofu whose 
father is admitted at Mpilo Hospital who has been 
attending renal dialysis sessions at the hospital for 
some time says he was shocked to hear others say they 
bought blood at that price. 

He says his family was lucky that his father is an 
elderly person and on admission at the hospital after 
his condition deteriorated, he was given blood for free 
due to his old age.

“My father is not well, he is admitted to Mpilo 
Hospital, and yes he used to attend renal dialysis 
sessions at Mpilo Hospital. These days he is not well 
and is admitted there. I was shocked to hear that the 
blood price has been raised to that level. Why are 
they increasing blood prices to that level when people 

donate it for free?” Mpofu says.

“But when my father was admitted they gave him 
blood for free because of his age. The truth is that it is 
unfair to sell blood donated for free at such a price and 
it means many people will die due to failure to access 
blood.”

NBSZ Southern Region spokesperson Sifundo Ngwenya 
dismissed the claims saying they are made by people 
who prefer going to private health facilities where they 
are charged hefty amounts, adding that the blood was 
declared a free product by the government six years 
ago though there are some user fees charged.

“There is no change in price, you 
remember that blood was six years 
declared a free product in all health 
facilities such as government and 
council hospitals.”
Sifundo Ngwenya, NBSZ Southern Region spokesperson

“But people chose to be luxurious and go to private 
institutions where they pay extra money just because 
they want to be unique,” says Ngwenya.

Ngwenya said people create difficult circumstances 
for themselves by deciding to go to private institutions 
when they can get the same services at low cost at 
public facilities.

“They forget that those doctors they rush to at 
private facilities are the same doctors whom they 
are abandoning at the public hospitals.  People end 
up parting with a lot of money where they were not 
supposed to. Those who are complaining, complain on 
what capacity because if someone is a blood donor 
they are assured of benefiting when the need arises.”

“You will realize that someone has cancer and decide 
to go to a private place where he or she will spend a 
lot of money to a point that when he dies he leaves 
his family with nothing, having spent everything, yet 
the same service at a low cost is available at public 
institutions,” he says.

When asked as to how much was the correct price of a 



pint of blood, Ngwenya says patients are only charged 
user fees because the institution sources the blood 
bags on its own and most of it is imported. 

Ngwenya could not provide specific figures off hand 
saying he was out of his work station. But a receipt 
of the payment made by one of the blood buyers in 
possession shows that he paid US$145.

As of last year, NBSZ had increased the blood price 
more than double for patients seeking treatment from 
private health institutions, private wards at public 
institutions and everyone covered by medical aid with 
effect from June 15.

The increases saw private and insured patients requiring 
transfusions paying ZWL$8 400 for a unit of blood, up 
from ZWL$3 600.

Indications were that patients were required to pay 
ZWL$1 050 for grouping and screening and a further 
$700 for cross-matching, bringing the total package of 
accessing a pint of blood in a private facility to ZWL$10 
150. 

NBSZ then attributed the increases to inflation adding 
that the institution was procuring its products from the 
local market at a premium that is over 240 per cent 
compared to the interbank rate. At any given time, the 
blood bank must have at least 1 500 to 2 000 units of 
blood.



NKAYI

Woes Mount For Nkayi 
RDC CEO—Accused of 

Nepotism

by Vusindlu Maphosa

Nkayi RDC CEO has been accused of defying 
procedures in the sale of housing stands; now 
he is being accused of nepotism—amid all 
this, he has declared his innocence while his 
supporters say this is a smear campaign. 

Acting Chief Executive Officer at the Nkayi Rural District 
Council (NRDC), Lawrence Mudimba, who is being 
accused of nepotism— is alleged to be clandestinely 
hiring close friends and relatives to work as graduate 
trainees in the local authority.
 
According to internal sources, residents association and 
concerned councillors, claim nepotism and corruption 
are the order of the day since Mudimba assumed office 

after the ouster of former CEO Zimbabwe Ndlovu.

The local authority was recently caught in the eye of 
a storm after councillors accused Mudimba and other 
senior council employees of selling residential stands 
without following proper procedures.
 

Latest developments from the troubled local 
authority show that some residents and 
councillors are concerned that Mudimba 
recently employed five graduate trainees 

without due process.
 

“He is unilaterally doing the process of recruiting 
graduate students, namely Tonia Sandile Nyoni, Tracy 



Wafawanaka, Witness Dlamini, Buhle Dube, Zithelo 
Mpofu and another with a Mudimba surname. All 
these graduate trainees are well known Mudimba's 
friends’ relatives, while some are his close relatives,” 
a councillor privy to the details says, requesting to 
remain anonymous.

The councillors say after Mudimba realised that his 
unprocedural act had been exposed, he advertised the 
posts.
 
The advertisement under the council letterhead dated 
February 10 states that Nkayi RDC seeks to recruit 
qualified, talented and ambitious young graduates to 
undergo a 24 months intensive, structured learnership 
programme in the organisation’s key disciplines: 
Administration and Human resources, Finance, 
Environment, Engineering and Social services.

“Candidates should be holders of a relevant first 
degree and able to demonstrate the ability to learn. 
Degree class 2.1 or better and interested self-
driven and passionate applicants who hold relevant 
qualifications,” reads the advert.

The Councillor says Mudimba wants to turn the 
Council into a Mudimba dynasty by unilaterally 
bringing his friends and relatives into the organisation 
to consolidate his grip on power and get rid of those 
employees he does not like.
 
This is said not to be the first time this has happened. 
 
“There was an unprocedural recruitment process for the 
post of planning officer, Accounts clerk and Receptionist 
posts, when the shortlisting had been done and when 
the interviewees were invited for the interview on 
September 23, 2020.  Mudimba approached some 
friends (Cllrs), and that interview process was abruptly 
stopped,” says the disgruntled councillor.
 
“The candidates who were informed to attend the 
interview were also ordered not to come for interviews 
because Mudimba had interests of bringing his relatives 
by backdoor into the Council.”
 
“Mudimba has seriously divided councillors and the 
staff. He has brought a lot of disharmony because of 

his secret illegally underhand dealings, dictatorship, 
unfairness, bias and unprofessionalism.”
Nkayi Residents Association representative Obvious 
Fuyane confirms the chaos at the NRDC blaming it on 
Mudimba, adding that residents will resort to violent 
means to confront him if nothing is done to stop the 
rot.
 

“This is happening here at Nkayi and 
the person causing all this is Mudimba. 
He is using many departments and 
people. He has taken students as 
trainee employees without following 
proper formalities.”
Obvious Fuyane, residents’ association representative
 
“But as residents, we have no power to stop him, as 
we speak; he has been fighting the former CEO leading 
to his retrenchment. He now brings students but as 
residents, we do not want students we want qualified 
personnel for proper service delivery to be achieved.”
 
Fuyane says many issues need to be resolved, adding 
that residents are asking the central government to 
intervene as they are not happy with what is happening.
 
“Nkayi will not progress with this person. It is said 
that instead of seeing people with 53 districts National 
Identification codes being employed at the council 
we are seeing people from Harare, Binga, Plumtree 
flooding the council,” says Fuyane.
 
“If we knew that this is what Mudimba would be doing 
as residents, we would have fought tooth and nail to 
prevent his employment. As residents we pay rates and 
encourage others to pay, but how do we do that when 
the service delivery is deteriorating like this?”
 
Wafawanaka (a student) dismissed the claims that she 
was already working at the council saying she has not 
yet been employed or called for the job at the council.
 
“No I have not been engaged by the council and I have 
not been called for an interview,” she says.
 
Nyoni (student) says she had not yet started working 
at the council though she thinks their issue is still being 



discussed by the council.
 
“We have not yet started working at the council. 
I think our issue is being discussed at council under 
resolutions,” she says.
Other three mentioned students were either not 
answering their calls or disconnecting them.
 
Mudimba recently revealed to The Citizen Bulletin that 
there was chaos in council with some people wanting 
him out of the local authority at all costs by framing 
him.

He says he will keep on working to normalize the 
situation and resolve the conflict to allow development 
to happen in Nkayi adding that the noise being made is 
stifling all efforts to develop the district.

Council chairperson Jameson Mnethwa says the matter 
of having students to assist at the council offices has 
been discussed but no resolution has been passed.  
He says he is not aware if there are already students 
working from the council.
 
“I am not sure if the students are already there but we 
discussed some time that we need to engage students 
to assist at council considering the staff shortage that 
is there,” Mnethwa says.
 
“The problem is that there are some people who hate 
Nkayi so much and are making up a lot of lies about 
it.”





Cattle In Mat South At 
Risk 

by Amanda Ncube

GWANDA

After a dry spell in the previous rainy season, 
excessive rainfall and prohibitive costs of 
medicines threaten to wipe out livestock in 
Matabeleland South. 

While rains improve grazing pastures for livestock, 
excess rains spell trouble for livestock farmers who have 
to grapple with endless rain-related cattle diseases yet 
many cannot afford the medicines and drugs needed 
to save their animals.

This is the predicament facing livestock farmers in 
Matabeleland South Province where cattle have 
traditionally been valued as a symbol of wealth.

Cattle farmers are coming from a difficult season where 
they lost thousands of their cattle due to recurrent 

drought, aggravated by climate change effects and 
diseases.

The COVID-19 pandemic has not made the situation 
any better as many have been forced to sell their 
livestock at low prices.

Matabeleland South just like many parts of the country 
has been recording persistent rains resulting in the 
outbreak of diseases.

Owen Nkala who is a medium scale commercial farmer 
also known as an A2 farmer from Mkashi area in 
Ward 23 Gwanda says the heavy rains have caused an 
increase in tick-borne diseases as well as an outbreak 
of foot rot, botulism, lumpy skin and blackleg diseases.

“My kraals are damp and wet which is 



causing foot rot on the hooves of my 
cattle and if I don’t do anything soon 
the rot will spread from the hooves 
up to the legs and they will eventually 
die.”
Owen Nkala, an A2 farmer in Gwanda 

The rains have also caused an increase in tick-borne 
diseases which means I have to dip my animals 
regularly now but I don’t have the money to buy the 
dip chemicals,” he says.

Hand spraying of tick control using a mixture of chemicals. 
Image by Agri Info

Nkala owns a herd of 50 cattle and he has to ensure 
that he buys medicine for all of them and have them 
dipped every week. He says he also has to vaccinate 
the cattle against botulism, lumpy skin and blackleg 
but he cannot afford the costs. 

He says he needs about US$80 to purchase vaccines. 
He also needs about US$10 a week in order to buy 
dip chemicals which include triatic dip concentrate and 
tick grease.

Gift Moyo, a communal farmer from Garanyemba in 
Ward 13 in Gwanda, says in order to protect his cattle 
against foot rot he has to erect roofed kraals to ensure 
that he keeps them in a dry place.

“The cost is too high especially 
considering the effects that the 
COVID-19 pandemic has brought on 
us as livestock farmers.
Gift Moyo, a communal farmer in Gwanda 

“The demand for meat has remained low because of 
the lockdown and this has affected our market. We 
really need assistance from government because at this 
rate we might lose our animals as we are incapacitated 
to effectively care for them,” says Moyo. 

The government last year launched a National Livestock 
Blitz Tick Grease programme in the province. Under 
the programme, only communal farmers receive tick 
grease for free monthly. However, the high demand for 
tick grease because of increased tick-borne diseases 
has resulted in a shortage of medicine.

Matabeleland South provincial livestock specialist, 
Hatitye Zondai says severe rains cause an outbreak of 
diseases and farmers must ensure their animals are 
protected.

“To address tick infestation farmers must dip their 
cattle on a weekly basis, for foot rot they must house 
animals under dry roofs and frequently bath the hooves 
in copper sulphate, they must also set up fly traps close 
to the kraals in order to fight insects and flies. They 
must also vaccinate their animals,” he notes.

Matabeleland South provincial veterinary officer, Dr 
Enat Mdlongwa says dip chemicals received from the 
government were not enough to cater for all farmers 
which meant that they had to buy their own.

He has encouraged farmers to dip their animals 
weekly up to April saying ticks have a severe impact 
on animals as they cause a lot of abscesses on cattle if 
not controlled.





In Gwanda, Resurgence 
Of Violent Gangs Causes 

Turmoil 

by Amanda Ncube

A community in Gwanda lives in fear of violence 
perpetrated by gold panners. In many cases, 
residents have been at the receiving end. 

Patrick Dube from Spitzkop North Suburb in Gwanda 
was sleeping in his house with his family when he 
heard pounding sounds of stones landing on his 
rooftop at around 1 a.m.

After ensuring his family’s security, Dube made a 
telephone call to his neighbour, who was already 
awake from the noise. 

They feared the worst, the return of gangs who have 
been continuously terrorising the community. 

“They threw several stones on my 
rooftop, damaging some asbestos in 

the process, and they also smashed 
the kitchen window with a brick.”
Patrick Dube, a Gwanda resident 

“I didn’t dare to go out of the house out of fear of my 
life. I just stayed put until the noise subsided after a 
few minutes, and I knew that they had passed,” he 
says.

Residents from Spitzkop North Suburb in Ward 5 have 
become victims of several crimes: vandalism, assault, 
theft, attempted murder, and murder caused by gold 
panners—most of them unregistered. 

The gold panners are known to move around in 
different gangs passing through the neighbourhood in 
the middle of the night and vandalising property, and 
sometimes attacking people.

People in Spitzkop no longer feel safe. 



“Sometimes the gold panners will be fighting one 
another, and their fights spill into the neighbourhood, 
and in the process, they vandalise our property. At times 
they kill one another during these fights. Sometimes 
they will be drunk, and they move around vandalising 
property or assaulting people and stealing from people 
they meet in the streets,” he says.

Before the lockdown, the panners spent most of their 
time at Njanji and Redcross business centres in Spitzkop 
north suburb.

The closure of bars has brought them closer to the 
community, and now they converge at shebeens. 

Some of these crimes occur in broad daylight. On 
several occasions, the residents pleaded with the police 
to open a base within their area to ensure their safety.

Gold panners resort to street justice after one their own was 
stabbed following a dispute over a ‘prostitute’ in 2018. Image 

by Nehanda Radio

Innocent Mguni, a victim of robbery and assault, says 
he was recently attacked by gold panners at around 7 
p.m. while on his way home.

He says the gang of about eight men cornered him and 
demanded his valuables.

“I told them that I didn’t have 
anything, and they went on to assault 
me with sjamboks. I screamed for 
help, but people were afraid to come 
out of their homes and confront the 
gang because they are dangerous.”

Innocent Mguni, a victim of robbery and assault 

“They took my wallet and phone, and they left me lying 
on the ground. We live in fear because we never know 
when they will strike again,” he says.

Ward 5 councillor Gilbert Dube says the violence has of 
late reduced because of the lockdown, but some cases 
continue to be recorded. 

“With bottle stores and bars closed, the number of 
gangs that move around has dropped, but there are a 
few who still move around at night terrorising residents. 
They will be coming from shebeens in the area that 
operates illegally. Some of these gold panners rent 
houses within the ward while some put up in houses 
that are still under construction in the area,” he says.

The gold panners reportedly operate from small mines 
which are at the periphery of the residential areas. In 
addition to attacking residents, the gold panners fight 
over claims and their fights spill into the community. 

Dube has called for establishing two police bases, one 
at Njanji Business Centre and another at Redcross 
Business Centre, areas frequented by the panners.

Matabeleland South provincial police spokesperson 
Inspector Loveness Mangena says Spitzkop North 
Suburb is indeed a hotspot for violent crimes and plans 
are underway to open a police base in the area.

“We continue to conduct patrols in the area, 
especially at night, and we have made several arrests 
in connection to these violent crimes. During the 
prevailing lockdown, we conduct patrols to ensure that 
no one moves around beyond the curfew. We also urge 
members of the public to report these cases so that 
culprits are apprehended quickly,” she says.



COVID-19 Nightmare for 
Pregnant Women

by Amanda Ncube

Expecting mothers who test positive to 
COVID-19 while outside the metropolitan city 
of Bulawayo now spend more time worrying 
about how they will get back home than 
celebrating their children’s births. 

When Lindani Dube* was discharged at 9.a.m. from 
United Bulawayo Hospitals (UBH), she was stuck in the 
Bulawayo CBD with her seven-day-old baby for about 
seven hours. 

From the Garanyemba area in Gwanda, Dube says her 
husband in South Africa and her mother were the only 
people who could assist her. She tried to get financial 
assistance from her relatives but was out of luck.

“My husband couldn’t send money immediately, but 
he eventually managed to get help from his friend who 
stays in Bulawayo. His friend is the one who drove us 
from Bulawayo to our rural home in Garanyemba, and 
he promised to pay him for his services.”

Dube* represents scores of expecting mothers for 
whom the COVID-19 pandemic has brought fresh 
challenges. Women who test positive for the virus 
and give birth through a caesarian section have to be 
transferred to UBH as the Gwanda Provincial Hospital 
is incapacitated to cater to them. 

The women are transported to Bulawayo for free but 
once discharged; they have to find their own way 
back. With COVID-19 restrictions, accessing transport 
remains a challenge. 

Similarly, Nomathemba Moyo* from the Guyu area in 
Gwanda found herself in the same predicament. After 
she tested positive for COVID-19 she also had to be 
transferred to UBH for a caesarian operation.

She says she incurred many costs as her relatives had 
to travel from Gwanda to Bulawayo and had to hire 
transport to get her home.

“I was never ready for the challenges 



which came after I tested positive for 
COVID-19.”
Nomathemba Moyo*, a pregnant woman who tested 
positive for COVID-19 

“It affected me not only psychologically but financially 
as well. I have relatives in Bulawayo, but I couldn’t go 
to them after being discharged considering that I had 
tested positive for COVID-19.,” she says.

Moyo says there is a need for the hospital to 
accommodate all patients.

“This is a provincial hospital, and coming from the rural 
areas, this is the institution where we will be expecting 
to get medical assistance from. We can’t be expected 
to travel over 100 kilometres to a hospital in Bulawayo 
for a service that we can get locally,” she says. 

According to the Zimbabwe Demographic 
Health Survey, the country’s maternal 

mortality rate remains high, at 651 deaths 
per 100,000 live births. This is despite a 

decline in the past five to 10 years.

Gwanda Provincial Hospital acting medical 
superintendent Dr Blessing Gwarimbo says they rely 
on one theatre to conduct operations.

Gwand Provincial Hospital has only one theatre

“We are relying on one theatre for our operations as 
the other one isn’t working. We have one anaesthetic 
machine, and it can’t be shared between patients who 
test positive for COVID-19 and those who are negative. 
If we had enough resources and the other theatre was 

functional, we could operate the positive patients 
there,” he says.

Dr Gwarimbo says every patient now gets tested for 
COVID-19 before being admitted to the hospital. 
Patients who come out positive are placed under 
isolation. With limited space at the maternity ward, the 
hospital is attempting to reduce the number of positive 
patients in admission.

“Our maternity ward is always busy with patients 
coming in each day, but we have limited space. It’s 
more challenging now that we have to isolate some of 
the patients,” he says.

https://zimbabwe.unfpa.org/en/video/every-life-counts-ending-maternal-deaths-zimbabwe
https://zimbabwe.unfpa.org/en/video/every-life-counts-ending-maternal-deaths-zimbabwe


COVID-19 Exposes Rural 
Folk Inequalities As Grade 

7 Performance Tumbles 

by Mazwi Mhletshwa 

COVID-19 has worsened existing inequalities 
in Matabeleland—Grade 7 examination 
results prove this. 

The closure of schools due to the COVID-19 pandemic 
last year continues to expose more inequalities that 
rural folk are subjected to, this year the Grade 7 
results in rural Matabeleland South province dismally 
dropped. 

Several schools recorded a zero per cent pass rate, 
including Riverblock, Koodoovale, Driehoke and 
Zindele primary schools. This has been attributed to 
non-attendance and lack of resources to facilitate 
online lessons. 

Over the years, the pass rate in the rainbow province, 
particularly in the Gwanda district, has been low. Some 

of the schools are satellite schools whose enrollment is 
low and have no adequate resources.

When schools closed for the better part of the year 
in 2020, pupils, especially in exam classes, had to 
undergo online or radio lessons from national radio 
broadcasters. The communities today in rural Gwanda 
district have no network; this stalls their growth in 
tapping on the technology spectrum.

A parent from Bengo in Gwanda South, Uratile Nleya, 
says they have, over the years, rallied the government 
on the need to bridge the digital gap through the 
availing network, but all their efforts have gone down 
the drain.
.
“For years and years, we have requested for the 
improvement of the network in the area, but our MP 
Abednico Ncube has done nothing about it as we still 
have to hunt for network spots that are not easily 



accessible distance wise.”

“This has affected our children who 
were writing Grade 7 as unlucky ones 
will have to travel long distances 
to get to the network while at the 
same time having household chores 
waiting for them which also affects 
their study time.”
Uratile Nleya, a parent

A Grade 7 pupil Fortunate Ndlovu from Mntandewenema 
Primary School, who got 30 units, says a lack of 
resources limited his capabilities.

Ever since the radio lessons were introduced their effectiveness 
was questioned in Matabeleland South Province. Image by 

Unsplash

“I learn in the rural areas, and even before the closure 
of schools, we had challenges in terms of the book 
ratio, which made it worse when schools closed, 
and we were left with totally nothing. We don't have 
adequate network coverage in our area for radio or 
internet connections which means we did not learn 
during the closure of schools and only managed to do 
so when schools opened for a little, but it was too late 
as examinations had already arrived,” says the pupil.

On the contrary, a Grade 7 pupil Lorraine Zondo 
from Gwanda urban at My Cazalet Primary School, 
who passed with six units and has already secured 
a Form One place at Manama High School, says the 
effectiveness of online learning helped them a lot.

“I managed to participate in Radio Zimbabwe’s radio 

programmes, and our teachers conducted online 
lessons on WhatsApp. We would later research more 
on the internet,” says Zondo.

Ministry of Primary and Secondary Education director 
of communication Taungana Ndoro acknowledges 
that rural schools continue to be badly affected by the 
network. He, however, says they are yet to ascertain 
the statistics as per province.

“We are yet to release statistics as per province as we 
are still in the assessment stages. However l can confirm 
that rural schools and mostly in the Matabeleland 
region produced low results mostly because some had 
no data, electricity and network,” says Ndoro.

He says the ministry is working to engage the Ministry 
of ICT and the Ministry of Energy in addressing these 
long-standing challenges.



BEITBRIDGE

Schools Closure: Teenage 
Pregnancies Soar

by Nokuthaba Dlamini

The closure of schools due to the COVID-19 
pandemic has given rise to teenagers getting 
pregnant. For the Beitbridge community, the 
nightmare is unknown fathers and exposure 
to sexually transmitted infections. 

Sally Moyo’s daughter is about to be a teen mother. 

“The person she dated was from Angola, and we 
did not know much about him,” says Moyo from 
Dulibadzimu in Beitbridge.

“He had identified himself as Patrick Nakano, and they 
dated for a very short time, and he left for South Africa. 
He used to stay with other villagers who accommodate 
immigrants, and right now, my daughter is seven months 
pregnant, and this man has never communicated.”

Moyo’s daughter is part of a high number of schoolgirls 
in Beitbridge communities who are reportedly getting 
pregnant due to the elongated COVID-19 lockdown 
and an upsurge in undocumented immigrants.

Representatives from local communities and 
organisations say illicit and informal activities 
have broken the social and moral fibre within their 
communities—young children are now abandoning 
school, attracted by lucrative opportunities being 
generated under COVID-19 cover.

A nurse at Shashe Clinic says most teenagers who had 
fallen pregnant are struggling with birth complications. 

“We are still recording cases of 



teenage pregnancies as early as 
thirteen years, and these figures are 
worrying us a lot as health workers.”
Shashe clinic nurse who is not permitted to talk to the 
media

“Most of these children are having complications 
giving birth such that we have sent others to our district 
hospital as they will be having difficulties giving birth.”

“Their pelvic areas wouldn't have developed fully while 
some have had prematurely born babies, so this is a 
worrisome trend that requires some attention because 
some have also tested positive for HIV.”

In a recent report, the International Organization 
for Migration (IOM) revealed an increase of teenage 
pregnancies and early marriages amid COVID-19 in the 
communities and had left the communities torn apart.

“Shashe Clinic in Ward 8 reported 38 teen pregnancies 
in the current yearly quarter starting in October 2020, 
compared to the previous quarter (June to Sept 2020) 
in which 22 teen pregnancies were reported,” the 
report reads.

“This was attributed to schools’ closure and lack 
of reproductive health services in the communities, 
which include access to condoms, contraceptives, and 
information,” IOM adds.

Beitbridge, which mainly survives on the informal 
economy, consists of service providers providing 
food, accommodation, and transport operators who 
facilitate the passage of smuggled goods, contraband, 
and undocumented migrants.

The activities around the unofficial points of entry and 
nearby congregation areas, according to Mtetengwe 
and Makakabule villagers, have brought several 
societal challenges among communities.

“Our children have stopped going to 
school, and girls have fallen pregnant 
while some are nursing children who 
have no fathers.”

Elmon Mlauzi, a community leader

“These people include some immigrants on transit, 
and they prey on our children when we accommodate 
them, and this is the reason why most of our children 
are single mothers at a young age.”

Meanwhile, Moyo wants a lasting change that will 
stop what she and her family are going through.

“These people have destroyed the lives of our 
daughters, and some have tested positive for some 
diseases, yet no action is being taken. We want health 
officials from the government to educate our children 
about these risks so that their futures are not spoiled 
and they continue going to school,” she says. 

Ministry of Health and Child Care spokesperson Donald 
Mujiri says they will investigate the matter through 
their provincial health personnel.

As part of efforts to reduce teenage pregnancies, 
rights groups are pushing for access to sexual and 
reproductive health services for adolescents and young 
women.



SPECIAL REPORT

by Nqobile Bhebhe

In Matabeleland South, 
Vaccine Skepticism Is 

Widespread
The government has offered free vaccination 
to its citizens. However, some say they do not 
have enough information to make a decision.

On his mobile phone, Anele Hadebe, 32, of Mangwe 
district, scrolls through pictures of top government 
officials and other frontline workers moments after 
receiving vaccination jabs against COVID-19.

However, he is not keen on joining the vaccination 
queue.

“I personally would not get the jab 

even if it were available here.”
Anele Hadebe tells The Citizen Bulletin via telephone

In the opposite corner of public opinion, his wife 
Sithembile is itching to get inoculated and is even 
willing to pay for the jab.

Scepticism about getting the COVID-19 vaccine runs 
deep among Matabeleland South rural dwellers. 

In February, Zimbabwe received 200 000 doses of the 
two-shot Sinopharm vaccine courtesy of a Chinese 
donation.

More vaccine deals from Russia, India and the United 
Kingdom are being worked out, the government says.



Front-line workers, who include health workers, police, 
the army, other government agencies workers, the 
elderly and people with underlying illnesses, got the 
jab first. Journalists are also part of the first phase of 
the vaccination programme. 

Vaccination is voluntary and free, but the government 
has encouraged citizens to get the jab.

However, doses of mistrust and intermittent 
communication are fuelling pessimism around 
COVID-19 vaccines.

“That’s a no for me. No one in my 
village explained to us why we should 
be vaccinated when we are not sick.”
Anele Hadebe

Hadebe claims to have learnt through a text message 
from a South Africa based relative that Sanzwuki village 
is among the select few areas in Mangwe designated 
as a vaccination point.

“I understand that large gatherings are not permitted 
during the lockdown; at least health workers should 
have moved around educating us.” 

COVID-19 vaccination programme is underway following the 
provincial launch. Image by City of Bulawayo

Artwell Sibanda, from Mtobobi ward in Manyame 
village, says he is eager to be vaccinated.

“Many people are eagerly awaiting to be vaccinated. 
However, you know, naysayers claim it will kill us. 
Without any hesitation, I am going for it,” he says.

Explanations for anti-vaccine sentiment and people 
being cautious of COVID-19 jab than they would be of 
other vaccines vary. Still, Nolwazi Sibanda of Nathisa 
in Matobo says suspicion of government and vaccine 
misinformation may play a role.

Her main worry is over the long-term safety of the 
vaccines. She insists there is just not enough information 
on the vaccine’s safety.

“There's a high level of scepticism here. As a 
manufacturer, when you keep defending a particular 
product, know that your customers have doubts about 
it.”

“Remember people have a low perception of Chinese 
products, what more of a vaccine said to be lifesaving. 
I will not vaccinate.”

“Government is not giving us full details of the 
vaccine strength but only emphasises that people must 
volunteer. I do not trust this (vaccine).”

She adds: “It is government’s job to dispel 
misinformation and instil confidence among citizens, 
but I see little evidence of that.”

The second phase is for those at medium risk, and 
the third phase covers everyone else willing to be 
inoculated.

The government expects to take delivery of 600 000 
purchased doses in early March and hope to immunise 
60% of its estimated population of 14 million people.

Hadebe casts doubt on the sustainability of a free roll 
out. He fears it might be a “short- term move.”

“I won’t be surprised to hear of a COVID-19 tax being 
imposed. Government coffers are not that deep to 
sustain this ambitious programme,” says Hadebe. 
“My feeling is that subsequent phases will not be free. 
Nothing is totally free.”

Chief Coordinator for the National Response to 
COVID-19 Pandemic in the Office of The President and 
Cabinet, Dr Agnes Mahomva, has allayed widespread 



fears among citizens.

“As we roll out the vaccination, we are excited but let 
us remember vaccines are not the magic bullet. They 
are not 100 per cent and don’t provide a 100 per cent 
protection for this disease.”

Mahomva adds that people should “continue washing 
hands with soap and running water, always sanitise, 
wear a face mask and do it properly.”

Traditional chiefs are also appealing for their subjects 
to embrace the vaccine.

“What is important is everyone has the right to be 
vaccinated, and it’s for free. No one is being held at 
ransom to be injected. Those who are willing should 
come forward. Let’s do what’s best for the nation and 
us,” Chief Mbiko Masuku of Matshetsheni communal 
lands says.




