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BCC Should Support Local Entrepreneurs  

BCC authorities have the moral and legal obligation to safeguard council assets, including 
intellectual property, but they should avoid overly censoring the use of the city’s crest as this 
could stifle economic development and set them on a collision path with residents. 

BY DIVINE DUBE, Editorial Director 

A fortnight ago, the Bulawayo City Council (BCC) 
issued a strong worded press statement warning local 
entrepreneurs against using the city’s crest without 
authorization. A day earlier, the city’s figurehead, 
Solomon Mguni, had been involved in an altercation 
with a South Africa based Bulawayo entrepreneur over 
the use of the crest. 

The entrepreneur who goes by the name Unique Signs 
had marketed shirts with the city crest on social media. 

Whilst we don’t condone blatant violation of Intellectual 
Property (IP) laws by individuals or institutions, we 
found the tone of the city’s official statement to be too 
harsh for a public institution such as BCC.  In particular, 
we were miffed by the mayor’s public involvement in 
the issue on social media immature. 

The mayor, as an elected leader, derives his authority 

from the electorate who happen to be the same young 
people he chides on Facebook, calling them “hustlers”. 

While our organizational policies discourage us from 
aligning with any particular cause or position, we find 
it imperative that as a newsroom whose mission is to 
make the lives of the people of Matabeleland better 
through hyperlocal watchdog reporting and analysis, 
we call the mayor to order. 

We are not experts in IP law, but when our leaders err 
it is our duty to hold them to account. We believe that 
instead of issuing press statements each time a local 
person or company uses the city’s crest, BCC authorities 
must consider inviting “hustlers” to use the mayor’s 
lingo, to register their interest for using the city’s crest. 

This could be done quarterly or annually and applicants 
might be asked to pay royalties to boost the city’s 
revenue base. Alternatively, instead of prohibiting local 
entrepreneurs from using the crest for commercial 



or nonprofit purposes, the city could embark in the 
production of branded material and sell to residents 
who are proud to be associated with the city they call 
home. 

We believe that if BCC is keen on shifting its economic 
development strategy towards a “support local” 
orientation, it could use a number of potentially 
powerful approaches.  But there’s at least one tactic city 
officials should avoid: blocking young people who are 
already sidelined in many other economic opportunities 
including tenders, from using locally available resources, 
the city’s crest included, from launching their small 
businesses. 

An uncomfortable truth for city officials is that they 
actually become a dangerous crutch to local startups 
if they opt for censorship instead of regulation as far 
as the council’s IP is concerned. As a way forward, we 
would like to urge BCC authorities to create a ladder for 
engagement so as to guide those who might want to 
use the crest in future, instead of releasing statements 
that polarize residents. 



BULAWAYO Editor’s Choice

Passport Backlog Delays 
Shatter Dreams

Zimbabweans who for the past two decades 
have relied on livelihood sustenance from 
working and studying abroad are finding 
it difficult to access crucial travelling 
documents—passports. For scholarship 
recipients from remote parts of Matabeleland 
this is a double blow.

by Nqobile Bhebhe

When Mthokozisi Maphosa* was accepted by a South 
African university to pursue his studies, all he could 
think of was how life is like in the neighbouring country.

He was due to start in March this year.

However, his joy of a new-start in South Africa was 
short-lived, as it heralded the beginning of struggles to 
advance his education. 

Maphosa, a bio-chemistry prospective student from 

Jeqe in Matobo district lost his passport that was due 
to expire in September of 2028. 

Applying for a new travel document to escape 
Zimbabwe’s multi-faceted troubles and access to a 
better life proved to be a nightmare. 

“The backlog alone is discouraging and 
worse the tedious process involved. 
If one factors in the cost involved, 
worse in forex, it’s a nightmare.”
Mthokozisi Maphosa*, a South African prospective 
university student 

Recently, central government  increased passport fees 
and those applying for the travel document will pay in 
United States dollars to mobilise enough resources to 
clear the 256 000 backlog. 



The passport fees were reviewed to US$60, and $200 
for an ordinary passport and three-day passport 
issuance respectively, pegged at the prevailing 
US$:ZW$ exchange rate of the day.

An emergency 24-hour passport remains pegged at a 
cost of US$318 while E-passport fees are pegged at 
US$80.

“My dreams are shattered as I think I have lost out 
on an opportunity to further my studies. There must be 
many more prospective students who are in a similar 
predicament,” Maphosa adds.

To compound his situation, the nearest registry office 
from his village is in Kezi.

However, it does not issue or process passport 
applications, leaving him with no option but to travel 
100kilometres away to Bulawayo, another strain on his 
finances. 

Siphosehle Nkomazana is a civil engineer in Pretoria, 
South Africa, returned to Zimbabwe in December of 
2020 to renew his passport.

He says he opted to renew in the country “as I wanted 
to spend the holidays here.”

However, he found no joy at the passport office in 
Bulawayo.

“The situation is terrible. Firstly, I was 
told bookings even for renewals are 
full for December and then the long 
waiting lost to process the document.”
Siphosehle Nkomazana, a South African based 
Zimbabwean    

“So I could not renew my work permit. A passport 
is now a privilege in Zimbabwe and certainly one of 
the most prized possessions for those who have valid 
ones (passports),” a now jobless Nkomazana said via a 
WhatsApp message from his base in Pretoria.

Maphosa says most students who come from very 

humble backgrounds and their parents or guardians 
struggle to raise foreign currency as they are paid in 
local currency.

Zimbabwean Special Permit was replaced by a Zimbabwean 
Exemption Permit and is valid until December 31, 2021. Image 

by GroundUp

“I suspect am not the only one affected. There could 
be other intelligent students from underprivileged 
backgrounds who secured full scholarships but could 
not make visa and admissions cut-off dates because of 
passport issues.”

Bulawayo proportional representation Member of 
Parliament (MP), Priscilla Misihairabwi-Mushonga 
called for speedy processing and  renewal of expired 
passports for Zimbabweans working abroad to avoid 
jeopardising both their jobs and work permits.

“Mr Speaker Sir, we have noted in the last few weeks 
that the Passport Office is unable to deal with issues 
around the issuance of passports,” she is quoted as 
having said in the Parliamentary Hansard in April.

The Hansard carries minute detail of proceedings in 
Parliament.

“What is more concerning Mr Speaker is the fact that as 
I speak to you right now, there are people particularly, 
coming from the diaspora, South Africa in specific 
terms who have permits and are supposed to be going 
back to work.”

“Some would go and do the applications in Bulawayo 
but they are being asked to come to Harare and they 
are being moved from pillar to post,” Misihairabwi-
Mushonga added.



In a post-Cabinet brief, the central government said it 
would provide US$4,5 million to purchase the required 
equipment and consumables that have been in short 
supply.

The passport production factory is said to have an 
installed production capacity of 8 000 passport 
booklets per day.

However, the passport personalisation capacity is way 
below at 2 500 passports per day, while the installed 
quality assurance is further down at 2 000 passports 
per day, Cabinet added.

Government assured the public that passport issuance 
services will run uninterrupted until the backlog is 
cleared.

However, Maphosa managed to lodge his application 
in early April and hopes the document would be out in 
time for next intake, provided the university agrees to 
defer his enrolment.



by Nokuthaba Dlamini

In Nkayi, Poor Access 
To Healthcare Has Dire 

Consequences 
Some people in rural Nkayi live in physical pain 
due to a lack of access to health facilities. With 
limited health funding, help may not come 
soon. 

Fanyana Nxumalo (27) has developed cancerous 
wounds in his right leg but cannot access medical 
care due to lack of funds and a nearby clinic from his 
Mantshololozane village in Nkayi. 

He says the gaping wounds started in September last 
year; it was dismissed as either an insect bite or just a 
body reaction from walking barefoot. 

However, the condition has grounded him to the point 

that he cannot move from one end to another. 

“It was on September 2, last year when l woke up and 
found my leg swollen with few blisters appearing, but 
not that much,” Nxumalo narrated his fate from his 
homestead. 

“It went on to the point where l was no longer sure 
what it could be because l could not sleep anymore, 
and those blisters had started producing watery fluids, 
and we made a decision to go to the hospital using a 
scotch cart.” 

He says this was during the COVID-19 lockdown so the 
nurses on duty could not attend to him, citing that they 
were only taking critical conditions.

NKAYI



“I have been stuck here, and the wound is widening. 
I have no money to go to the Bulawayo for an 
examination, and even here, there is no nearby clinic 
that I can go to for nurses to examine me.”

His wife, Otalia Ncube, now fears that her husband 
might never get help as the family does not have 
enough funds to travel. 

“He groans the whole night, and 
this has even affected our lives a lot 
because l am the only one who now 
has to provide for the family.”
Otalia Ncube, 24-year-old mother of two 

“Throughout the farming season, l was doing 
everything by myself while looking after him, the home 
and the children and my hope, for now, would be to 
get him money to go to Mpilo hospital for treatment,” 
Ncube adds. 

Mpilo Central Hospital is a referral centre for Matabeleland 
North and South, and Midlands provinces. 

Nxumalo is not the only one in the village going 
through a rough patch due to nearby clinics or hospital 
unavailability.

In Sivomo village in Ward 18, Sihle Tshuma (4) is 
battling an undiagnosed illness that has lasted for two 
years. 

The condition which often blocks her from relieving 
herself in the toilet has seriously affected her growth, 
her mother Izile says.

“I took her to Gonye clinic in May last year, and they 
referred me to Nkayi District Hospital for further 
examination. Her stomach is always bloated and 
painful, and the nurses said she needs to be taken to 
Bulawayo or Kwekwe for examination, but l don’t have 
the money to cover for all those expenses,” she says.  

Sihle can go for a week without any bowel 
movements. According to her mother, she 

was supposed to have begun her Early 
Childhood Development (ECD) education 
this year, but her condition, coupled with 

nausea and high fever, made it impossible. 

Asked about people like Nxumalo and Tshuma, who 
represent many in the district suffering from various 
ailments, Matabeleland North Province Medical 
director Munekayi Padingani says lack of funding is a 
hindrance.

“We are aware of their struggles, but for now, there is 
nothing much that we can do due to lack of funds,” he 
says. 

“Once we get funding, we will implement our designed 
plan to visit those people from village to village and 
treat them. Those who have severe illnesses will be 
taken to district hospitals for further treatment, but 
this is a program that we will implement throughout 
the province.”



A Shot At Decent Access 
To Education For A Nkayi 

Primary School 
Poor infrastructure and a lack of access to 
educational material remains a challenge 
for schools in Matabeleland as a whole. For 
Sagonda in Nkayi, former students intend to 
make a change. 

by Nqobile Bhebhe

In the winter of 2019, about 20 pupils from Sagonda 
Primary School in Nkayi District, Matabeleland North 
set out on a 53-kilometre walk aimed at raising funds 
to purchase building and educational materials for the 
school.

The target was ZWL$150 000.

Of the amount, Information Communication 
Technology (ICT) gadgets, sports equipment, textbooks 
and furniture among other requirements were to be 
procured.

Two years later, the school still suffers infrastructural 

challenges, a common feature in rural Matabeleland 
North where a number of schools have been recording 
poor pass rates compared to other provinces.

The central government is often accused of deliberately 
not investing enough in appropriate infrastructure to 
attract qualified teachers to rural schools.

Frustrated that community members are struggling to 
access decent education, former students of Sagonda 
Primary in  Lukampa village under Chief Sikhobokhobo 
have teamed up to bring to life the 2019 ambitious drive 
by pupils at the school to raise much needed resources 
necessary for the development of the institution.

“As former students of Sagonda 
Primary school, we got together 
in February this year and formed 
Sagonda Old Students Association 
(SOSA) with the sole aim of initially 



implementing short term projects at 
the school.”
Nhlalo Ncube, a member of SOSA initiative

“We saw it fit to first embark on raising funds through 
contributions to buy stationery for all learners at the 
school including laptops. Each member is contributing 
R50 every month and already we have assisted 110 
learners out of 600,” says Ncube.

Going forward, Ncube says their aim is to construct 
new classroom blocks having realised that the 
classroom blocks are in a deplorable state with most 
pupils attending lessons in the open.

“The Anglican Church run school has 14 classrooms 
but only four remain with proper learning structures,” 
Ncube adds.

“The initiative has attracted a positive buy-in from 
parents who held a meeting with school officials in 
March and saw it fit to select a committee to partner 
us. Those in Bulawayo have done the same. Anglican 
church officials are also supportive.”

In 2019 another old students association managed to repair 
broken furniture at Nkayi Primary School. Image by Nkayi Old 

Students’ Association

A number of schools in Matabeleland have poor 
infrastructure and many qualified teachers are reluctant 
to teach at remote rural schools. 

Due to lack of resources and shortage of qualified 
teachers, the pass rate for most of the schools is always 
at 0%.

According to the Zimbabwe Schools Examinations 

Council (ZIMSEC), the 2020 pass rate was 37.11 
percent, down from 46.9 registered in 2019.

The new curriculum introduced subjects such as 
Information and Communication Technology (ICT), 
which constantly require internet connectivity and 
electricity for its implementation. 

However, lack of enabling infrastructure is denying 
learners the opportunity to undertake some of the 
subjects, Nobuhle Gumede, a villager says.

“As a parent I am pleased and support the initiative by 
former students. My wish is that they raise more funds 
and speedily assist our children and for other wards to 
implement the same model.

“It’s disheartening to see children 
losing interest in education because 
of poor infrastructure and lack of 
educational material.”
Nobuhle Gumede, a Nkayi villager

The 2020 academic year was highly affected by the 
COVID-19 induced lockdown after it was prematurely 
brought to a halt in March in a bid to curb the spread 
of the virus.

Schools resorted to conducting lessons online, a 
development which left out other learners, especially 
those in rural areas who have no access to the internet 
or electronic gadgets.

A 2019 Primary and Secondary Education statistics 
report by the Ministry of Primary and Secondary 
education on ICT, Computer Access, Use and 
Connectivity acknowledges  that  “ICT has become 
indispensable in all facets of life worldwide hence its 
inclusion in the school curriculum.”

The report adds, “This will also enable learners to 
acquire a set of skills critical to entering higher 
education or the employment sector”.

All schools are expected to use ICT in teaching and 
learning in order to advance technology in achieving 
quality education, however, at national level the report 



says  just above a quarter (26.25 percent) of primary 
schools have internet.

“Primary schools without internet are 4 920 and 1 
691 secondary schools. For the predominantly rural 
provinces, the percentage of primary schools with 
internet ranges from 16.24 percent in Matabeleland 
North province to 26.27 percent in Mashonaland West 
province”.

In 2005, the central government embarked on 
donations of hundreds of computers to schools.

However, there was criticism of the donations because 
not all schools have electricity or computer teachers 
and in some cases the computers are reported to have 
lain idle or stolen.

 

   

 



MATABELELAND

Independence Celebrations: 
The Missing Mat’land 

Narrative
Our local creatives should draw strength from 
the old adage that says “until the lion learns 
how to read and write, every story will glorify 
the hunter”, writes Thabani H. Moyo. 

by Thabani H. Moyo

Independence Day has come and gone with all its 
fanfare largely characterised by storytelling, song, 
music and dance. It was a spectacle to watch on 
national television!

However, something was rather amiss as one followed 
proceedings on national radio and television. The 
celebrations seemed to ignore immense contributions 
made by gallant sons and daughters from the Southern 
Region.

Exhortations were hyped on sacrifices made by our 
northern counterparts and this has been a running 
narrative for years. This is observable in many aspects. 
It’s either the Matabeleland narrative is totally ignored 
or comes in as an appendage of the northern region 
narrative. 

What is worrying is that every time 
the issue is raised some quarters of 
the population are quick to scream 
tribalism or label those who raise 

the issue as ‘cry-babies.’ 

The language, stories, images and songs that were 



broadcast during the celebrations made other sections 
of the population scream ‘it is not ours but theirs.’ 
One thought it was contrary to this year’s theme of 
“Together Growing our Economy for a Prosperous 
and Inclusive Society.” The inclusiveness was glaringly 
missing.

As Africans our celebrations are in the form of 
storytelling, song, music and dance. These help in 
identifying, imprinting and cementing identities of a 
people. The arts and culture are at the core of who we 
are as a people. 

When people celebrate their history by telling their 
narrative in their languages, songs and dances they 
feel proud of who they are. This is what Zimbabwean 
Independence celebrations are meant to be.

Sadly not everyone feels the same, 
especially cultures coming from the 

Matabeleland region. 

Zimbabwe has sixteen officially recognised indigenous 
languages. This means that we have at least sixteen 
cultures that are supposed to be reflected during the 
celebrations in equal measure. That is not the case at 
the moment. 

The celebrations are dominated by a single culture, 
the Shona culture. A visitor to Zimbabwe during the 
celebrations will think that Zimbabwe is a homogenous 
country. Little attention is given to other cultures 
especially those coming from the Southern region. 

The liberation songs that are mostly 
played on national radio stations and 

on national television stations are 
those that reflect more about the 

activities of ZANLA forces. 

Very little is highlighted that reflects the activities of 
ZIPRA forces. The images will make one believe that 
there was only one force that fought in the liberation 
struggle. This imbalance needs serious correction. 

Resistance to colonisation is also told from a single 

perspective during these celebrations. 

It must be stated on record that resistance to white 
domination has its roots in the activities of King 
Lobengula. Many have distorted history and portrayed 
him as a ‘stupid king’ who was easily duped into 
signing treaties without putting a lot of thought into it.  
Such views are unfortunate and not historically true. 

Even after the defeat and subsequent disappearance of 
Lobengula resistance to colonisation continued. Queen 
Lozikeyi had to lead the Ndebele state into regrouping 
under her leadership.

She managed to make sure that whites did not take the 
land that was under her jurisdiction. Queen Lozikeyi 
had to lead the Ndebele warriors as they regrouped 
and rose against white settlers in 1895/6 wars. 

This makes Queen Lozikeyi a heroine that can be 
equated with Mbuya Nehanda but the national 
narrative as told today deliberately omits her. 

Enough of being ‘cry-babies’! 

The one sided narrative presents a perfect opportunity 
for Southern cultural activists to rise and take a 
deliberate step to correct the defective narrative.

Our local creatives should draw 
strength from the old adage that 
says “until the lion learns how to 
read and write, every story will 

glorify the hunter.”

The Matabeleland region needs songs, poems, plays, 
images, novels and movies coined to celebrate our 
iconic figures. The region must start to curate arts and 
culture activities that celebrate these heroes. 

We are not short of brilliant creatives.  Are we not the 
cultural melting pot of the country?.

In previous instalments, we highlighted the importance 
of collaborations, and we feel this is a noble opportunity 
to galvanise our artists for a major cause.



For instance, the life story of the late Father Zimbabwe 
has not been celebrated enough. Cultural activists and 
artists from the Matabeleland region must come up 
with exhibitions that celebrate him fully. 

A single statue, a road and an airport 
named after him is not enough to 
celebrate a man of his magnitude. 

Joshua Mqabuko Nkomo’s story that 
highlights his role during the war of 
liberation as a nationalist leader and 

his tribulations between 1980 and 
1987 must be told in full.

Zimbabwe is enjoying the peace that is there today 
because of his wisdom, foresight and a forgiving heart. 

The Matabeleland region needs to celebrate its heroes 
through its arts and culture so that the present and 
the coming generations don’t forget these great men 
and women. No one will come and do it for the region 
but sons and daughters of the region themselves. Let 
artists and cultural activists start telling the missing 
narrative of the Matabeleland region when it comes 
to resistance to colonialism, the war of liberation and 
post-Independence incidents and accidents. 
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MATABELELAND SOUTH

Mat South Schools New 
Hotspots For COVID-19

by Lizwe Sebatha

In the past few weeks, schools in Matabeleland 
recorded high numbers of students infected 
with COVID-19. The reluctance to vaccinate 
even among health workers is not helping 
matters. 

Matabeleland South’s COVID-19 vaccination drive has 
been dogged by a plethora of hurdles that include a 
critical shortage of vaccines and general resistance by 
the public, mostly frontline workers, at a time when 
an outbreak of the global pandemic has hit a dozen of 
schools.

According to the Primary and Secondary Education 
ministry, Embakwe and Sacred Heart Girls High schools 
in the province are the worst affected.

Embakwe and Sacred Heart are situated in Mangwe 
and Umzingwane districts, respectively.

Situational reports by the Health and Child Care 
ministry indicate that both schools have been reporting 
new infections daily, including 101 cases recorded on 
Monday, April 19.

The schools had more than 519 active cases 
as of Wednesday, April 21, the highest 

among the ten provinces, against 608 cases 
recorded across the country at learning 

institutions across the country since April 8.

No deaths have been recorded in both schools.

As alarm spreads over a surge in COVID-19 cases in 
Matabeleland South, an investigation by The Citizen 



Bulletin reveals a combination of reluctance to take the 
COVID-19 jab, shortages of the vaccine and logistical 
challenges to ensure wide coverage in the vaccination 
drive is cited among the reasons for the outbreak.

“We had limited doses of the vaccines targeting only 
frontline workers like health workers; but despite that, 
the uptake has been very low,” Matabeleland South 
provincial chairperson of the Ad-Hoc Inter-Ministerial 
Taskforce on COVID-19, the minister of Environment, 
Climate, Tourism and Hospitality Industry Mangaliso 
Ndlovu revealed.

As of April 1, Matabeleland South had received 11 000 
doses on February 19.

“However, the province has since received 20 000 doses 
with more expected ahead of the rollout of a mass 
vaccination drive in the border towns of Beitbridge 
and Plumtree where we have two major land borders,” 
Ndlovu added.

The Health and Child Care ministry launched the mass 
vaccination drive in the province with a population of 
about 700 000, as of the last 2012 census, on Thursday, 
April 22, targeting about 25 000 people in Plumtree 
and 26 000 in Beitbridge, the busiest port of entry into 
the country.

The government is rolling out mass vaccination at ports of entry 
in oder to re-open economic activities.

Plumtree district medical officer Joe Nganono conceded 
that the low vaccine’s uptake in the district could be 
blamed for a surge in COVID-19 cases in the province.

“The uptake has been slow as only a few people 
have come forward to be vaccinated. I do not have 

consolidated figures at hand. I am aware that less 
than 300 health care workers from the targeted 600 
have been vaccinated so far,” Nganono said, adding 
that approximately 60% of all confirmed cases in the 
district are imported cases as land borders remain open 
to returnees.

A recent report by the joint Parliamentary Portfolio 
Committee on Local Government, Public Works and 
National Housing and the Thematic Committee on Peace 
and Security on the assessment of COVID-19 treatment, 
quarantine and isolation facilities in Matabeleland 
South shows that unlike in 2020, returnees are no 
longer being quarantined for two weeks following the 
decommissioning of schools as quarantine centres.

Returnees are being sent home to self-isolate. 

“In Plumtree, there was no quarantine 
centre considering that it was a border 
town which received a huge number 
of returnees.”
The report reads

“While the district had instituted seemingly robust 
measures to increase vigilance in communities, the 
security brief outlined that the porosity of the borders 
posed a colossal impediment in the fight against 
COVID-19 and illegal immigrants.”

Deputy Health Child Care minister John Mangwiro said 
the outbreak of COVID-19 at Embakwe and Sacred 
Heart were worrying. 

A scaled-up vaccination drive is now being planned for 
all schools.

“There is a need to scale up vaccination at the affected 
schools and all neighbouring villagers to control the 
spread of COVID-19,” Mangwiro says.

“We have heard reports of logistical challenges in 
reaching some schools under the vaccination drive. 
What we want is a situation where vaccination teams 
go to Embakwe and other schools because we have a 
duty to protect our children.”



Teacher unions, however, blame the failure in 
implementing the Standard Operating Procedures 
(SOPs) for a spike in cases at Embakwe and Sacred 
Heart, among other schools.

“We warned the government against blindly accepting 
people into schools without mandatory testing. We 
insisted on capacitating schools to fully adhere to 
SOPs. The government never took heed,” argued Obert 
Masaraure, the president of the Amalgamated Rural 
Teachers Union of Zimbabwe (Artuz).

The SOP’s which provide for the prevention, early 
detection and control of COVID-19, were announced in 
September 2020.

“Regular testing cannot be avoided if we want to 
contain COVID-19 in our crowded schools. Secondly, 
we should capacitate our schools to adhere to SOPs 
fully,” Masaraure added.

Under the SOPs, sports activities are banned, hot 
seating is discouraged, frequent disinfection of schools 
is mandatory, while a maximum of 35 learners are 
permitted in class to maintain physical distancing.

The SOPs also indicate that teachers must be trained to 
become health coordinators by the Health Ministry to 
monitor health-related matters in learning institutions.

As The Citizen Bulletin continued its close watch of 
the unfolding situation, Matabeleland South Provincial 
Director for Epidemiology and Disease Control Andrew 
Philip Muza said the Embakwe and Sacred Heart 
outbreak had been contained.

“It was a localised outbreak which has been contained. 
Secondly, the confirmed cases were not severe as those 
affected were either asymptomatic or stable with mild 
to moderate symptoms,” Muza says, adding, “most of 
the students are back in class.”



Lifeline For People With 
Disabilities

Without assistive devices, most people 
with disabilities find it tough to engage in 
meaningful income-generating activities, this 
could change soon. 

People living with disabilities in Binga could get 
a lifeline through a US$1,6 million sustainability 
programme initiated by Christian Blind Mission (CBM) 
for self-help projects to improve rehabilitation and 
livelihoods.

The project titled “Improving the quality of life of 
persons with disabilities” is being piloted in Siansundu 
ward 9, Dobola ward 14, Kariangwe ward 15, and 
Pashu ward 19, where US$200 000 has since been 
poured with preliminary work including finalising a 
Memorandum of Understanding with Binga Rural 

District Council and Jairos Juri is being completed.

Maxon Nyathi (52) of Siansundu has been visually 
impaired since the age of seven when he lost sight as 
a Grade One young boy.

He is married to Rebecca Shoshore and has three minor 
children who are not going to school because of a lack 
of money.

Nyathi and his wife commute between Binga and 
Victoria Falls or Hwange, where they beg for livelihood, 
and he believes the CBM initiative could give his family 
a lifeline.

“We beg on the streets for survival, 
and if this programme succeeds, it 
probably will improve our livelihoods. 

by Bokani Mudimba

BINGA



My first daughter should be in Grade 
One while her young brother should 
be starting Grade Zero, but we don’t 
have money for them to go to school.”
Maxon Nyathi, a visually impaired father of three minor 
children

He walks with the aid of a walking stick as he begs for 
money and food, while his wife also struggles to walk 
as her legs are deformed.

Life has never been better for the couple, and they are 
some of the many vulnerable disabled in the district.

Marvelous Tshuma (25), a vice-chair of Noble Hands 
Zimbabwe Trust for people with disabilities and 
vulnerable children, says the exact number of people 
living with disabilities in Binga is unknown.

“We know there could be more than 120 people that 
used to attend meetings and workshops, but that is 
not everyone as many could be stuck in their villages 
around the district because of distance and terrain,” 
Tshuma says.

She says people mostly need help with food as she 
implores authorities and humanitarian organisations 
to help identify all disabled people in the district.

Tshuma says people living with disability used to get 
assistance from Social Welfare and Roman Catholic 
Church. Still, the donations have been affected by 
COVID-19 as they no longer come as expected.

“People need projects to sustain themselves rather 
than just to sit and wait for donors,” says Tshuma. 

Lack of developmental projects has resulted in donor 
syndrome in Binga as donors used to take turns to 
donate food and other items, and communities have 
been left more vulnerable once such initiatives stop.

Organisations such as Jairos Jiri, which deals with the 
welfare of people with disabilities, have been invisible 
in the area.

CBM is working with Jairos Jiri on the project.

Chief Pashu says the CBM programme will be a 
blessing for many people with disabilities, especially 
when Jairos Jiri has not been visible.

CBM is an international Christian development 
organisation committed to improving the quality of 
life of persons with disabilities in the world’s poorest 
communities. 

CBM aims for an inclusive world in which all persons 
with disability enjoy their rights and achieve their full 
potential and is coming in as a funding partner while 
Jairos Jiri will be the implementing partner for the 
project titled. 

CBM has also assisted people with albinism to access eye 
health and employment in Zimbabwe. Image by VOA

Similar projects are underway in Chimanimani, 
Chipinge and Harare.

For Binga, an initial US$200 000 has been set aside for 
spearheading initiatives and activities for rehabilitation, 
income-generating activities, advocacy and awareness 
and lobbying.

A meeting was held recently between CBM and 
stakeholders, including the local authority. It was 
agreed that people with disabilities would be provided 
with proper rehabilitation plans, including assistive 
devices.

CBM national executive director Wilson Ruvere said the 
programme targets strengthened self-help structures, 
improved rehabilitation services, inclusive education 
and livelihood measures used by more people with 
disabilities.



“This project is in its initial stage as 
the organisation is currently carrying 
out community awareness campaigns 
aimed at sensitising community 
leaders and members at large as 
well as getting buy for sustainability 
purposes.”
Wilson Ruvere, CBM national executive director

“We are using a community-based inclusive 
development approach as a way of working within the 
community, ensuring that people with disability are 
respected and included on an equal basis. It promotes 
growth in the community and encourages people to 
use available resources in their communities for the 
benefit of everyone, including people with disabilities,” 
Ruvere says.

A representative from Jairos Jiri said the association 
decided to work with Binga because, for a long time, 
the district had been left behind in most developmental 
programmes due to its geographical location. This 
affected people with disabilities more as they are 
already vulnerable.

Apart from Binga, Jairos Jiri operates in Harare, 
Chipinge, Chimanimani, Bulawayo, Mudzi, Chivi, Insiza 
and Lupane.



BUBI

Miners Resume Gold 
Panning As Rainy Season 

Comes To A Halt

by Bokani Mudimba

Artisanal miners often have to halt mining 
during the rainy season as the risk of mine 
collapses increase. This year following 
restrictions because of COVID-19, going back 
to work means so much more. 

Heaps of gold ore haphazardly lying around, a deafening 
buzz from grinding mills and the sound of hammer and 
chisel hitting on the hard rock, characterize the day’s 
activity at Dawn Mine in Inyathi.

Dusty looking artisanal miner Nkayiso Mpofu (35) 
emerges from a tunnel wearing a tattered, wet pair 
of jeans and a T-shirt showing he has been working in 
water.

He has a headlamp attached to his forehead and is 
balancing a 20kg bag of gold ore on his shoulder as 
he makes his way out of the tunnel using a temporary 
ladder tied to a tree on the surface.

“We just resumed work last month 
after water in the tunnels subsided 
but we have to continuously use 
buckets to drain it or sometimes work 
in water.”
Nkanyiso Mpofu, artisanal miner

There is nothing supporting the tunnel from collapsing 
while Mpofu is also not wearing protective clothing.



He is one of the hundreds of thousands of small scale 
miners prospecting for gold in the gold-rich Bubi district 
and elsewhere in the country.

Despite making a contribution to the national economy 
with about 12 tonnes of gold per annum, small scale 
miners are notorious for violence and criminal activity 
wherever they do business.

About half a million Zimbabweans are estimated to be 
engaged in small scale mining in the country supporting 
about 2 million people, according to research by the 
Zimbabwe Economic Policy Analysis and Research Unit.

They also sell to government-owned Fidelity Printers 
and Refineries and delivered 63 per cent of gold in 
2019.

Sometimes referred to as artisanal miners, they are 
informal miners not employed by any company but 
working independently sometimes using their own 
equipment and resources.

Most have no permit and no legal protection but are 
encouraged in Zimbabwe because of their significance 
to the country’s economy.

The heavy rains that pounded the country 
during the 2020-2021 season had put the 
small scale mining industry out of business 

as mines were flooded.

“From November until early March we were not doing 
anything meaningful because the mines were flooded 
underground. Initially, we would drain the water using 
buckets from shallow tunnels but you can imagine 
the labour involved so we had to wait until the rains 
stopped. Only those with enough equipment to drain 
water using engines could continue working but it was 
expensive for them too,” Mpofu, a father of two adds.

He says he has been a gold panner since finishing high 
school in Midlands province and had been hoping from 
mine to mine until he settled in Inyathi nearly a decade 
ago.

His family lives in rural Zhombe outside Kwekwe.

“There are mines in my home area but not as rich as 
here. This has been our source of livelihood because as 
much as it is laborious and dangerous, I have managed 
to transform my family’s livelihood and my children are 
going to school.”

“From December until last month we were worried 
because we have not been working due to flooding 
in the tunnels. We would risk going in but amid fear 
that the tunnels might collapse like what has been 
happening in other areas where some miners were 
buried underground,” Mpofu adds.

It is now business as usual.

Dawn Mine is one of the many in Bubi district including 
Casymn, Turk Mine, Lonely Mine, Fetkil and others 
which are operated by big companies and several 
others run by indigenous miners.

Panners make occasional raids at some of the mines 
resulting in cat and mouse situations with owners and 
police.

Colapsed Esigodini mine shaft. Image by Elias Saushoma

Indigenous mine owner Rebecca Nyoni says: “We 
stopped operations in December but we have been 
having challenges with illegal miners who would 
trespass into our tunnels. Those operating mills never 
stopped working which confirms that illegal miners 
have been stealing our ore. Pumping water using an 
engine was costly so I had to close the mine for three 
months and resumed recently.”

Sony Mguni who is Bubi legislator says while Bubi is 
rich in gold, the menace of gold panners is a cause for 



concern but says law enforcement agents for vigilance 
have been vigilant. 

“There was too much water underground and people 
had stopped as many mines were collapsing but they 
have since started in most of them and the menace 
is everywhere. We however want to thank police and 
courts for their efforts,” Mguni says.

He says there is a need for an all stakeholder approach 
to come up with a lasting solution to the menace 
of gold panning and ensure people work and live in 
harmony.

About six mines collapsed since last year and an 
estimated close to 200 artisanal miners died.



NQABA NDLOVU 

Against all odds, Nqaba Ndlovu (26) 
has established an irrigation scheme 
on his parents’ three-hectare plot in 

Inkenyani village under Bubi district in 
Matabeleland North province, fulfilling 

his 10-year-old dream. Ndlovu, a 
final year student at Lupane State 

University, is a beacon of hope for his 
community and the greater region of 

Matabeleland. 

Citizens of the week are nominated 
by our readers. 

You can nominate your citizen of the 
week by sending a WhatsApp chat to 

+263 71 863 6459.





VICTORIA FALLS

by Nokuthaba Dlamini

While some people in urban areas have begun 
warming up to vaccination, in rural Vic Falls, 
villagers remain sceptical. 

The Ministry of Health and Child in the department 
of Epidemiology has begun administering COVID-19 
vaccinations in Victoria Fall’s rural areas, amid 
scepticism among villagers on whether to get their 
doses or not. 

The exercise which started towards the end of last 
week has, however, been received with so much 
confusion and questions among the Ndlovu villagers 
under Chief Mvuthu. 

Their fears are driven by age and health concerns as 
the area does not have adequately resourced medical 
equipment. 

One of the concerned villagers is Makhosonke Ncube 
(59) who says taking a jab with his diabetes condition 
may worsen his life’s battle. 

He says he would rather stick to traditional herbs like 
Umsuzwane or green tea instead. 

“It’s a tough decision for one to make, and it’s so bad 
that even at home my wife and l have gone through 
some misunderstanding,” Ncube says. 

“The nurses who came for the exercise 
asked me to bring my health records, 
and in conclusion, they marked me as 
safe to receive the vaccination but l 
am afraid.”
Makhosonke Ncube, a diabetic patient 

Another villager who is sceptical about getting her jab is 
Ellen Mwila from Matetsi village who says information 
regarding vaccination has not been disseminated 
clearly to villagers and has resulted in many of them 
waiting and monitoring how others react. 

“I will not vaccinate anytime soon,” the 63-year-old 
villager says. 



“I am concerned about my age because we heard that 
once one gets COVID-19 vaccination at an advanced 
age like mine they often fall sick, and at times die, 
information regarding the safety of these vaccine’s 
safety and the guarantee was not given to us, so my 
child who lives in Zambia told me to wait until it is 
verified.”

The fears regarding the Sinopharm vaccines are shared 
by various other villagers in Ndlovu and Matetsi, 
although some say they have no issues with it. 

However, for Matabeleland North Provincial Medical 
Director Munekayi Padingani, scepticism should be 
countered as the vaccines, he says, are safe. 

“This is a national rollout, and as Matabeleland North, 
we would like to urge our people in those rural areas 
to take up these vaccinations without any hesitancy in 
order for us to be able to manage the situation,” he 
says. 

“This includes everyone who is between 18 to 65 
years without any chronic illness and expecting or 
breastfeeding mothers so all those who fit in the 
category be it in Nkayi, Lupane or Tsholotsho should 
make sure that they visit our health institutions for 
vaccination.”

The province had the lowest COVID-19 related deaths, 
standing at 17 while active positive cases are currently 
eleven. 

Victoria Falls City was used as a pioneer town for 
vaccination of all residents above 18 years old up 
to 65  and according to the district’s medical officer 
Fungai Musinami, an estimated  19 200 residents have 
received their first dose. 

The target was to vaccinate an average of 25 000 
residents. 

As of April 29, Zimbabwe has recorded 38 235 
COVID-19 cases, 35 594 recoveries and 1 567 Deaths. 

National case-fatality rates stand at 4.1 %. 



HWANGE

Alcohol Abuse Rampant 
Amongst Hwange Students

by Calvin Manika

Alcohol abuse remains a challenge in most 
Matabeleland communities, in Hwange, the 
COVID-19 lockdowns may have exacerbated 
the crisis.

*Dumisani and his friends are staggering to walk as 
they come out of a bushy area of an old cemetery near 
Rankini in Lwendulu, Hwange. 

Tracing their trail unearths two recently emptied, 100 
millilitres bottle of liquor. This type of liquor is not legal 
in Zimbabwe.

The illegal sale of smuggled liquor has found a thriving 
and promising market in Hwange to the detriment of 
the community.  The alcohol is being sold to both the 
elderly and children.

Successive lockdowns made children engage in alcohol 
abuse; a situation which continues today despite the 
opening of schools. Alcohol abuse is synonymous with 
drug abuse and has a direct effect on the development 
of individuals and the community at large.

A growing number of children are abusing alcohol, in 
this case, smuggled Zambian liquor. The liquor which 
has found its way to Hwange is Bols and Ice and is 
being sold under the counter and in the backyards. 

“It is very unfortunate that some 
people whom we expect to be 
responsible are selling our children 
Bols. They do not bother about age 
and the source of money. As soon 
as we establish their underground 



network, we will report them to the 
authorities.”
Patricia Ndlovu, a mother of two 

Another parent Joyce Tshuma says she is extremely 
concerned by the experimenting tendencies of the 
children. 

“The challenge is, our children sometimes play away 
from us. So we cannot properly monitor them. It is from 
there that they start experimenting with things like 
alcohol. Behavioural change is seen and they are no 
longer interested in their school work,” says Tshuma. 

Many children as young as Form One leaners were seen 
consuming Bols and Ice in high-density suburbs and 
secluded places during the lockdown. Many of them 
have continued abusing alcohol, which is affecting 
their social life. Sources that spoke to this publication 
said these two liquor are sold at a dollar per bottle and 
are diluted with a fizzy drink. A situation which has 
seen an increase in the demand for fizzy drinks as well.

One of the children who spoke to The Citizen Bulletin 
on condition of anonymity said it was peer pressure 
and sometimes loneliness that drove them into alcohol.

“It starts as an experiment, but after a couple of times, 
one is used to it. This liquor is cheap and there is an 
issue of addiction. Personally, I was fortunate to taste 
and quit but, my friends have gone down the drain 
with these liquors,” says *Prosper, a form two student.

Hopeville Foundation director Ruth Bikwa says alcohol 
abuse by children is problematic, and prevention 
measures are necessary.

“It’s important to engage with children and raise 
awareness on dangers of alcohol. The challenge is that 
some children are doing piece jobs making them have 
money to buy themselves liquor. Preventive measures 
must include parents closely monitoring their children 
and the surrounding environment,” says Bikwa.

Concerned parents are saying preventive action 
might reduce the availability of alcohol to pupils by 
conditioning the legal beer and cigar outlets to have 

stricter standards of selling their beer. 

This publication observed that illegal liquor dealers sell 
spirits more than clear beer since it has more alcohol 
content than clear or opaque beer. 

Tsitsi Masengure, a children’s rights defender and 
lawyer at Justice for Children says that access to alcohol 
by students could be reduced through working with 
law enforcement agents to arrest traders who flout the 
regulations not to sell alcohol substances to children. 

“From the findings, it is clear that the Ministry of Health 
and Child Care may need to disseminate Information, 
Education and Communication (IEC) material on 
alcohol related problems such that people can better 
appreciate the dangers of using substances,” says 
Masengure.

Speaking to this publication, one Charle, an illegal 
alcohol seller said he had no intention to quit his 
business soon.

“We are struggling with life, so I am 
trying to eke a living from selling 
liquor. When children come buying, 
we just sell them alcohol because we 
assume parents have sent them.”
Charle, an illegal alcohol seller

“When we sell these beers, we don’t provide a resting 
place like shebeens, so we don’t know who will 
consume it,” says Charle.

Advocate Tsitsi Masengure blames some parents and 
older siblings for the errant behaviour.

“From focus group discussions and key informants 
interviews, it is clear that some older brothers of 
students enable their young brothers to drink beer and 
sometimes hang around with them openly at these 
drinking places around school premises.”



GWANDA

Baboons Wreck Havoc In 
Gwanda Town 

by Amanda Ncube

For Gwanda residents, baboons have become 
a menace that has taken over their lives, 
costing them in unimaginable ways.

Nkazimulo Ncube from Gwanda Town had to leave 
work early after receiving a phone call from her 
neighbour about a disaster at her house.

When she arrived, she found a panel on her front 
door smashed. A trail of foodstuffs welcomed her on 
her verandah made her realise that the situation was 
worse than she had anticipated.

Baboons had smashed a panel on her front door, gained 
entry into her house, where they wreaked havoc. In the 
process, Ncube lost most of her foodstuffs.

“The baboons left my house in 
complete disarray. They went through 
my cupboards in the kitchen and 
either ate or spilt most of the food. 
They even opened the fridge.”
Nkazimulo Ncube, Gwanda resident

“They also went into every other room in the house, 
where they pulled out drawers, clothes, and anything 
to get their hands on. They even broke my kitchen 
utensils like plates and cups,” she says.

Ncube says this invasion by the baboons left her 
with no food to feed her family, and she had to seek 
donations from her neighbours. She says the baboons 
were spotted by a passerby who noticed that they had 
invaded the house.



The passerby alerted neighbours, who managed to 
drive away the animals. Ncube says she does not know 
how to recover the property that she lost.

This is the predicament facing residents in Gwanda 
Town, especially in the CBD, as they have had to deal 
with the human-wildlife conflict for decades. The 
baboons are also a menace in institutions in the CBD, 
such as schools and health facilities.

Norman Nkomo also stays in the CBD and says the 
baboons cost him a lot of money when they smashed 
his car window. Dube says his vehicle was parked in his 
yard over the weekend when he heard a loud noise as 
the window was smashed.

Baboons have remained a menace to Gwanda residents for 
many years now. Image by Tim and PJ

Nkomo had left a loaf of bread on the back seat and 
believes that is what attracted the baboons. 

“The window had a slight crack which 
I think made it easy for the baboons 
to smash it. They smashed the window 
and fled with the loaf of bread.”
Norman Nkomo, Gwanda resident

Nkomo says the baboons have previously destroyed 
the wipers, lights and mirrors on his car. He says the 
damage caused by the animals is highly costly.

Residents are always forced to be a step ahead of the 
baboons, which are very calculative and constantly 
display traits of humans such as opening doors and 
opening taps leaving the water running.

The animals also damage infrastructure at homes and 
institutions. Residents have failed to engage in garden 
and poultry projects because of the baboons.

Molvin Dube, the Gwanda Residents Association 
information and publicity officer, says the baboons 
started appearing in 2007, but they were few.

He says their number has now tripled, turning the CBD 
into a game park. The baboons are reportedly invading 
some suburbs in the high-density suburbs, close to the 
old dumpsite. He says if not contained, the baboons 
could start attacking people.

Ward 2 councillor Nappy Moyo says the baboons have 
remained a menace to residents for many years, with 
the municipality continuously engaging the Zimbabwe 
National Parks and Wildlife Authority (ZimParks) to 
come up with a permanent solution for the problem.

Clr Moyo says when it comes to wildlife; the municipality 
does not have the authority to deal with the matter. 
ZimParks officials occasionally shoot to scare away the 
baboons, but they return after a few days. 

ZimParks national spokesperson Tinashe Farawo says 
Gwanda is one of several towns in the country facing 
the challenge of baboons. He says a permanent solution 
for the problem would be to capture and translocate 
the baboons to a distance of about 300 kilometres, but 
resources are a constraint.

“The challenge is that animals are overpopulated, 
resulting in these baboons which are roaming the 
streets in various towns. The solution to the problem 
will be to capture and translocate the baboons for a 
distance of about 300 kilometres, but we don’t have 
resources. Another solution is the use of lethal means, 
but it’s impossible to kill all baboons,” he says.

Farawo says in the meantime, residents must cease 
feeding the baboons. Local authorities also have to 
ensure there is proper waste management in their 
towns.







SPECIAL REPORT

Matobo Parents Up In 
Arms Over Forex Tuition 

Hikes
Guardians of some learners in Matobo are 
being charged tuition in forex. Despite 
indications that Ministry procedures were 
followed some parents say they did not agree 
to the ‘high fees ’nor are they able to pay 
them. 

by Vusindlu Maphosa

Parents of children learning at various schools in 
Matobo District of Matabeleland South have raised a 
red flag over schools charging in forex and hiking fees 
amid concerns that rural folks with little or no income 
generation projects cannot raise the amounts.
 
Concerned parents say most schools are charging 
between 300 Rands and 1050 Rands which was 

increased from 100 Rands per term.

Many say some of the charges are more than what 
other urban schools are charging.

Some of the affected schools in Matobo district are 
St Joseph Primary School that charges 425 Rands, 
St Joseph Secondary charging 950 Rands, Gohole 
Secondary charging 1050 Rands and Sontala Secondary 
charging 750 Rands.  
 
The parents say these amounts choke families and will 
result in school drop outs if the government does not 
intervene. 
 
The fees structures in question announced by schools 
came after  the schools development committees held 



consultative meetings with parents on the proposed 
increase and most of them were against the increases.
 
A Maphisa villager, Shakespeare Ndlovu who lives 
close to Mahetshe Primary, Mbuya Primary and Gohole 
secondary says the trend in which schools in the district 
embarked in fees hike is worrying.
 

“All schools here are now charging 
in either Rands or United States 
of America dollars. Primary school 
rates are between R200 and R500, 
while secondary schools are charging 
between R600 and R1050 or between 
US$55 and US$80.”
Shakespeare Ndlovu, a Maphisa villager
 
“People are not working here and schools are not 
teaching children throughout the week but it’s either 
three of two days per week that children go to school. 
It surprises us why schools decide to increase fees, 
even in forex.”
 
Ndlovu says these fees structures are gazetted after 
school authorities convince parents.
 
“Usually when school authorities call for meetings 
to hike fees, all villagers around the area even those 
without school going children attend.” 

According to Ndlovu, this makes it appear as if there is 
consensus on fees hikes.

“Government must intervene to probe why schools are 
in a competition to increase fees. Due to Covid 19 it 
is clear that many people have not been working and 
where do they expect people to get such money,” he 
retorts. 
 
Ndlovu says Maheshe Primary is charging R300 while 
Mahetshe Secondary charges US$55 and Gohole 
Secondary charges US$70. He says the increments were 
effected recently and they were yet to see if the schools 
will start chasing away pupils for non-payment.
 
Another parent Sarah Moyo described engagement 
meetings in which fees were hiked as highly coercive 

saying most parents felt cornered. 
 
The increase in fees came at the onset of Covid-19 
lockdown significantly reducing diaspora 
remittances and access to economic opportunities 
for many villagers in the district. Villagers say they 
are not getting much support from their relatives in 
the diaspora due to COVID-19 induced job losses.

In March this year the Government noted that fees 
cannot be raised without the approval of a majority 
of parents attending a meeting called for that 
purpose, and without the approval of the Ministry 
of Primary and Secondary Education.

Parents expressed doubts as to whether the new 
school fees structures adopted by schools had been 
approved by the ministry hence their call for the 
government to intervene.

A Matobo based Primary and Secondary Education 
official who preferred not to be named says 
communication regarding the complaints by parents 
about the fees structures at the said schools had 
not yet reached their offices.
 
“The ministry is not charging those fees, but parents 
are the ones who agree on them. It is not the head 
or ministry who imposes those fees structures. That 
is why there is Statutory Instrument 87 of 1992 
unless those who complain say they were not called 
to the meeting that agreed on the fees.  In most 
cases those who make noise are those who would 
have either not been there at the meeting or those 
who lost the votes during the meeting in which the 
fees structure is agreed on,” says the official.
 

“At voting there is a majority and 
minority and those who lose usually 
do not admit defeat.  The ministry 
approves the fees based on the 
minutes of the parents meeting, 
voting pattern and assembly. 
Unless these were not followed we 
will investigate.”
A Primary and Secondary Education official based 



in Matobo 
 
Primary and Secondary Education Ministry spokesperson 
Taungana Ndoro says there is a procedure in which 
parents and schools present an agreed fee structure to 
the Ministry.
 
“Schools are allowed to charge in forex but parents 
are allowed to pay at the prevailing bank rate,” Ndoro 
says.
 
He was not committed to comment on whether the 
schools in question had been granted the permission 
to hike the fees or not.
 




