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Thank You, For Trusting Us

Feedback from you, our reader is the fuel that pumps us up. It stimulates us to bring out your 
issues with accuracy and depth. We would love it, for you to read our content and see yourself 
and your community fairly represented. Thank you for the positive feedback, critic and your 
continued support for The Citizen Bulletin. We look forward to your continued engagement and 
feedback. 

Here goes issue 18. 

“No woman should die while giving birth,” is a common 
statement often said after a maternal mortality case 
has been reported. In our cover story, we highlight how 
maternity shelters meant to reduce this mortality come 
with their own challenges which prove difficult to bear 
for some pregnant women. It is our fervent hope that 
birth pangs be limited to the natural labour process 
and not extend to poor access to health facilities and/
or their dilapidation. Pregnancy should not be fearful 
or bring anxiety to a would-be mother, as a society 
there’s so much more we can do, to preserve the lives 
of pregnant women and their unborn babies. 

Access to quality healthcare remains a challenge for 
many communities in Matabeleland and in this issue, 
beyond maternal care, is the very important vaccination 
rollout program. The vaccines have run out! Not only 
that, in parts of Matabeleland North, the headaches, 

inconveniences and even safety risks associated with 
travelling to the nearest health care centre prove to 
be a major hindrance for citizens actually willing to be 
inoculated. What shall we say, therefore? We implore 
the relevant stakeholders to please bring the vaccines 
to the people, particularly to rural folk. 

We also cover how a township in Filabusi has for two 
decades endured perennial sewer challenges in their 
community. Service provision remains one of the issues 
The Citizen Bulletin takes an interest in, promises to 
fix this challenge have been made, we look forward to 
reporting on their fulfilment. 

In the past, folk have lost their homes in the name 
of development and new projects, are we to see a 
repeat of this? Hopefully not—A thermal expansion in 
Hwange will relocate families and promises have been 
made to ensure this happens as seamlessly as possible. 



The Citizen Bulletin will also be watching this space. 

Also, to look out for in this edition is how women’s 
voices are being amplified through focus groups in 
Tsholotsho. Gender equality and emancipation of 
women is being seen at play here, the result? A more 
democratic society that values each and every one! 

Happy Reading, 

The Editorial Team 



HWANGE Editor’s Choice

Maternity Shelters: Pan To 
The Fire?

Maternity shelters have been credited for the 
significant drop in maternal mortality, but for 
some pregnant women, long walks to fetch 
water are not the exercise they need. 

by Lethokuhle Nkomo

A heavily pregnant Thokozile Mudenda carries her 10 
litres bucket of water to the Maternity shelter. She has 
passed her Expected Date of Delivery (EDD) and the 
health experts have advised her to stay in Maternity 
Shelter as she awaits the arrival of her baby. 

Although she takes fetching water as a way of 
exercising in preparation for labour pains, most 
pregnant women and patients who come to Mwemba 
clinic in the Hwange district are crying foul over the lack 
of electricity, water, and mobile network connectivity 
at the facility.

“It is part of the requirements here to bring a bucket of 
water, I will be using the water as I wait for my delivery 
date, when the water finishes, I walk to the burst pipes 
to get some water,” says Mudenda.  

Mwemba clinic which is 30km away from Hwange 
town serves villagers from Mwemba, Kasase, Mashala, 
Kasibo and Makwa among others. 

The situation at Mwemba Clinic does not only affect 
the patients but also health workers from this clinic 
who walk one and a half kilometres to fetch water 
from leaking pipes at the ZESA complex.

“This is not proper for a health 
institution, patients need easy access 
to water, the unavailability of water 
and electricity at a clinic is a health 



“time bomb.”
A nurse who prefers anonymity to avoid retribution

She says patients are advised to bring buckets of water 
and she feels it is inappropriate. 

Over 200km away, in Binga, pregnant women had a 
similar experience at Sianzundu Rural Health Centre 
before the installation of a borehole. Using mothers’ 
shelters, Zimbabwe intends to reduce the maternal 
mortality ratio to less than 70 per 100,000 pregnancies 
by 2030. 

In the latest Multiple Indicator Cluster Surveys (MICS) 
2019 report, Zimbabwe recorded a decline in maternal 
mortality from 614 to 462 deaths per 100,000 
pregnancies since 2014.

Back in Hwange, the anonymous nurse says the local 
council has not been forthcoming with assistance.

“We have tried to engage the Hwange Rural District 
Council to help us in solving the electrical fault at the 
clinic, water and the improvement of communication 
connectivity but our efforts seem to be falling on deaf 
ears. There are vaccines which need to be kept in cooler 
places but it’s impossible because of lack of electricity,” 
she says.

Lack of running water at Mwemba clinic is forcing patients to 
carry buckets and search for the precious liquid. Image by Cite

Lawrence Moyo from Mwemba says the clinic is of 
paramount importance, but the lack of electricity and 
water is affecting the community.

The clinic was built by Hwange Rural 
District Council, it was once electrified using 

CAMPFIRE funds in 2013 but an electrical 
fault occurred two years ago and the fault 

has never been repaired ever since.

“There is also no network for any mobile service 
provider making it hard for communication purposes 
especially for patients who will be admitted at the 
clinic,” adds Moyo.

Bernard Ncube the Village head says it’s high time the 
responsible authorities take charge of the clinic. He 
says the Mwemba community once pledged to ferry 
water for the patients but they also got tired as only a 
few villagers were committed to the act.

“Villagers once came together and went with drums 
of water to the clinic but it was only for a short time,” 
he says.

Prior to the shortage of water at the clinic, the health 
facility used to get water from the Zambezi-Hwange 
Colliery pump but it has been down for a while as well.

“The Zambezi-Hwange colliery pump pipe has been 
down for a while, although a well-wisher once donated 
a pump for the community and the clinic, the problem 
remained unsolved because there is again need of 
electricity for the pump to work properly,” says Ncube.

Although the government has set us aside over 
two million dollars for the procurement of medical 
equipment for district hospitals and upgrading of 
health facilities the community says it is appealing for 
the Hwange business people to assist in electrifying 
the clinic.



Residents in Hwange are set to be relocated 
to pave way for a thermal power expansion. 
In the past, relocating residents has proven to 
be a mammoth task with unfulfilled promises. 
Despite uncertainties, many say they are 
willing to relocate. 

by Calvin Manika

Hwange thermal power expansion project run by 
the Hwange Electricity Supply Company (HESCO) is 
expected to be complete by 2022, eight months behind 
the initial plan prior to the advent of the COVID-19 
pandemic.  

A power transmission line corridor is currently being 
cleared from Hwange to Insukamini, Bulawayo.  

HESCO is a special purpose company, which is a joint 
venture of the Zimbabwe Power Company (ZPC) and 
Sino Hydro Mauritius with 64% and 36% shares 
respectively. 

The US$1, 5 billion power project will entail 
displacements of about 480 households of which 400 
will be from the Ingagula suburb in Hwange due to the 
direct health hazards of gas emissions and dust from 
the plant, The Citizen Bulletin has learnt.

A further 80 homesteads along the power transmission 
line route will be affected and relocated for safety 
reasons. 

USD$60 million compensation is being 
dangled to the affected.

The Zimbabwe Power Company, a subsidiary of 
Zimbabwe Electricity Supply Authority (ZESA) owns the 
Ingagula Township in Hwange, a residential area for its 
workforce.

The suburb is adjacent to the power plant which has 
made it to be a target of removal as the expansion 
project is affecting the residents, especially the emission 
of gases and dust from the expansion site.

Apprehensive: Residents Set 
To Be Relocated To Pave 

Way For Thermal Expansion



An Environmental Impact Assessment report on Hwange 
by the Centre for Natural Resources Governance 
(CNRG) notes that Hwange atmospheric air has been 
affected by the emissions from the Zimbabwe Power 
Company (ZPC) furnaces. 

“The burning of coal by ZPC emits pollutants. These 
pollutants include particulate matter and ground-level 
ozone, the key ingredients of smog such as carbon 
monoxide. As such the air in Hwange is heavily polluted 
and the emission comprises mainly of fugitive dust and 
gases which are hazardous to human health,” says the 
EIA report.  

The Citizen Bulletin established that Ingagula Township 
will be relocated to an area under Hwange Local Board 
(HLB) jurisdiction. 

The project manager Engineer Forbes Chanakira 
recently told a media brief attended by this reporter 
that they have already secured land for Ingagula 
residents. 

“ZPC has already secured land from HLB for the 
relocation of the people to pave way for expansion of 
Hwange Power Station,” said Chanakira.

Hwange Local Board (HLB) Engineer Philip Mguni 
says the 39 454 square metres of virgin land would 
accommodate ZPC workers who are currently residing 
at Ingagula residential area.

“The construction of the houses should be done 
by October. According to ZPC, the first unit of the 
expansion project should be up by October this year 
meaning those houses should be built by then,” says 
Engineer Mguni.

Though the ZPC Health department could not be 
reached for comment in respect of the statistics on 
respiratory diseases, many Ingagula residents say dust 
is affecting them and they are fearful for their health.

Residents who spoke to this publication expressed a 
desire to move but are not optimistic regarding the 
ability of HESCO to relocate them in time, ahead of the 
project’s completion.

“It is a noble idea to relocate us from 
this dusty area. But, Ingagula besides 
residential stands has schools that 
include Ingagula primary, Gabhuza 
High and Ingagula clinic. The relocation 
is costly. We may suffer longer than 
expected.”
Thomas Shoko, a resident

In early June during a working visit to Zimbabwe 
Power Company Hwange Station, Matabeleland North 
Resident Minister Richard Moyo promised to approach 
the central government with the plea for a speedy 
relocation process. 

“I will take the issue to my colleague, Professor Mthuli 
Ncube, the Minister of Finance so that the project will be 
complete within its timeframe,” Moyo told delegates. 

Engineer Chanakira also says compensation for the 
affected will be done.

“We have engaged them (villagers). Our contractors 
will be on the ground constructing new houses for them. 
After completion, they will move to the new place and 
we demolish those houses. We will compensate them 
for the developments made at their homesteads,” says 
Chanakira. 

The targeted homesteads for relocations are those 
constructed within 60 metres of the power transmission 
line planned path.

Some of the places which are likely to be affected are 
Chezhou in Dete, Gwayi Siding at the border of Lupane 
and Sipepa, about six homesteads in Tsholotsho and 
others in the Umguza area. 

Oscar Ncube, one of the villagers whose area will be 
affected in Dete says if the company is honest, people 
will accept the relocation.

“We don’t want to lose our villages, so if we are just 
moved a bit, but within the area with full compensation, 
there is no problem. Even those with their relatives’ 
grave, if it is within the area it will be all right,” says 
Ncube.



A perennial lack of access to health facilities 
is proving costly with many residents desiring 
COVID-19 vaccination failing to get it. 

Shuttered by the unavailability of nearby health centres 
and affordable transport costs, some Matabeleland 
North Province residents have failed to get their first 
vaccination doses for COVID-19. 

People from Tsholotsho, Lupane, Nkayi, Hwange, 
Binga, Umguza and Bubi say the issue of long-distance 

and poor road networks led to many of them failing 
to get their first jabs which were open to the elderly, 
schoolteachers, religious leaders, security forces, and 
people with chronic diseases. 

Mzomutsha Hlatshwayo (58) from Mthoniselwa village 
in Nkayi was one of the befitting beneficiaries but failed 
until the province ran out of vaccines. 

“Our roads are extremely bad and 
going to Nkayi main hospital meant 

LUPANE

by Nokuthaba Dlamini

Long Distance And 
Unavailability Of Health 

Centres Disrupt Mat North’s 
COVID-19 Vaccination 

Rollouts 



that we were supposed to use a scotch 
cart as our village only has one bus 
that uses the route to Sembewule in 
the far north of Nkayi.”
Mzomutsha Hlatshwayo

He suffers from a kidney related ailment and sitting or 
walking for too long, fuels his condition. 

“The message came in April towards month-end, but 
the bus was coming from Sembewule fully loaded and 
using a scotch cart due to my condition failed me, so 
l think l will try to get vaccinated if they bring these 
vaccines close to where we are at the Gonye clinic.”

Mutoli Siansali (59) from Nsungwale village in Binga 
North has a similar experience to that of Hlatshwayo.

“We were told by our children that a message had been 
sent from the health officials (Ministry of Health and 
Child Care) that we need to visit our hospital (Binga) to 
get vaccinated but that could not be possible as there 
are no daily busses that ply through our villagers.” 

Bad roads and shortage of transport has seen villagers resorting 
to scotch carts for very long distances. Image by SPANA

“Even getting the money to travel a distance of over 80 
kilometres is impossible looking at our socio-economic 
way of life, so many of us have not benefited from this 
scheme except our children who are currently being 
vaccinated from the school against typhoid so for us, 
we will have to wait until they give us a way forward.”

The new typhoid conjugate vaccine (TCV) set to 
protect children aged below 15 years from typhoid is 
a programme being rolled out by health authorities in 
conjunction with the Primary and Secondary Education 

Ministry.

Nsungwale village’s local clinic was affected by the 
2020 February floods, since then, nothing much has 
been done to revive it.

Provincial Medical Director (PMD) Munekayi Padingani 
says the issue of distance is not something that they 
have looked into as people in hard to reach areas 
should find their own way of reaching hospitals.

“We are not having that kind of problem or complaints 
now because these people find their own way to reach 
the hospitals,” he says. 

“I currently do not have the exact figures of people 
who have vaccinated in the province, but most of our 
numbers were drawn from Victoria Falls which had 
over 80 per cent of its residents coming through to be 
inoculated,” he added. 

“We will see when we get to phase three if they’ll be need 
for outreach then we shall make a way.”

The province stopped the administration of the first Sinovac 
vaccine to every befitting resident due to the unavailability 
of the vaccine. 

More than a million doses of vaccines from China have 
been procured by the government via donations and 
purchase. At the beginning of June, hundreds of citizens 
were turned away at Wilkins hospital after a shortage of 
vaccines, in some parts of Mtabeleland, some say they had 
been “referred to Harare” for vaccination. 

The first phase of Zimbabwe’s vaccination campaign, which 
relied on Sinopharm, targeted front-line workers such as 
health care workers, border officials, gravediggers, and 
journalists.

The Zimbabwean government hopes to inoculate at least 
60% of the country’s 14 million people by the end of the 
year. Since the beginning of the first phase in February, a 
health ministry report noted that just over 688 696 and 
385 275 people had received their first and second dose 
vaccinations as of June 7.

On the same date, the Epidemiology department in the 
health ministry further reported that Zimbabwe had 
recorded 39 238 coronavirus cases with 1 611 deaths and 
39 238 recoveries.





BULAWAYO

Arts Festivals: Vital For 
Our Communities   

During the week ending June 8, Bulawayo 
roared to life, living up to its melting pot tag 
with a week-long lineup of festivities—but, 
what’s next? asks Thabani H. Moyo. 

by Thabani H. Moyo

The city hosted the Bulawayo Arts Festival (Baf) and 
the launch of the Heritage Corridor. Arts and Culture 
Festivals carry varied meanings to different people.

For some, they are the soul of any community, time 
to celebrate a people’s culture therefore a moment 
that communities look forward to with pride and 
expectation.

Festivals help to identify a people as they celebrate 
their cultures and traditions. They are a time when 
communities reflect on their past, create memories 
during the moment and project their dreams into the 

future. 

Matabeleland boasts of a number of festivals that 
come in different sizes and forms.

Bulawayo alone has several; some still active while 
others are not held consistently due to a number of 
challenges. Matabeleland North boasts of Shangano 
Festival while Matabeleland South has the Gwanda 
Festival. 

This installation seeks to highlight the vitality of these 
community festivals. 

Many art enthusiasts view festivals as a platform for 
healing that plays an important role in the process of 
reconciliation.
  
They present spaces for self-expression, gratitude, 



rejoicing, benevolence, trust, love and trust. The 
artworks that are performed or displayed reveal the 
community’s challenges and dissatisfaction. The works 
reflect the history of the community, its successes and 
its pitfalls. 

As such the recently held Bulawayo Arts Festival under 
the theme: “We Own Winter (WOW) is a good case to 
illustrate this point. 

The festival celebrated Matabeleland’s cultural diversity 
and heritage through the unveiling of Bulawayo’s 
Heritage corridor. This involved the tour of Inxwala, the 
Hanging Tree, the Joshua Mqabuko Nkomo statue as 
well as The Joshua Mqabuko Nkomo Museum among 
others. 

Inxwala was central to the Ndebele State as it marked 
the time of harvest experienced after a good agricultural 
season. 

This was the opportune time for the Ndebele King to 
interact with his subjects. It was the moment when the 
state reaffirmed its existence with so much pride and 
gusto 

It brought unity within the state. By recognising the 
space where Inxwala was performed, the festival 
revived the memories and the pride of the Ndebele 
state. 

Those who were not aware of the space now know 
of its existence and why it has remained untampered 
with. It is an important heritage site. 

In future festivals, we implore organisers to incorporate 
celebrations of heroes and heroines of the state. Stories 
of heroes and heroines of Matabeleland must be given 
priority during these celebrations. 

Festivals must educate, inform their communities about 
their history and aspirations. In so doing the habitats 
of the region will surely identify with such festivals 
and feel proud to take part in them as artists or as 
audiences. 

The tour to Joshua Nkomo’s statue and the museum is 
what festivals must encourage all year round and not 

be a five-day event.

It was refreshing to see a musical performance that 
was also dedicated to Queen Lozikeyi Dlodlo. We have 
in past installations advocated for her due recognition.

Each and every community has something unique 
about from language to its experiences. The Ndebele 
history is full of intriguing and exciting stories that 
are still waiting to be told. We look forward to vibrant 
Kalanga, Venda, Tonga and Sotho festivals.

However, showcasing one's rich heritage is not enough.

Regional festivals must therefore make it their priority 
to tap into these stories and turn them into income-
generating projects for the creative industries. Self-
financing is vital to avoid being arm twisted by 
external funders. Festivals can be a vehicle towards 
peacebuilding and reconciliation. 

Programming can be modelled in such a way that 
it encourages truth-telling about the region’s dark 
past. Matabeleland still has serious scars dating back 
to the colonial period coming to post-independent 
Zimbabwe. Painful memories are part of the region’s 
history and cannot be avoided. One of the spaces that 
carry painful moments is The Hanging Tree that was 
used by the colonial administration to punish those 
who had partaken in the 1896 Ndebele Uprising. 

To locate and identify the tree that still stands along 
Main Street is an important step by regional festivals. It 
is a reminder that the people of Matabeleland like those 
of other regions played an important role in resisting 
and fighting colonialism. Unfortunately, the tragedy of 
Matabeleland did not end during the colonial period, it 
spilt over to post-independence Zimbabwe. The period 
between 1980 and 1987 has bitter memories and the 
people of Matabeleland need healing.

It is one area that regional festivals need to intentionally 
address. This can be done by creating spaces where 
conversations around the genocide can be discussed 
and recommendations made. In the past, plays around 
the Gukurahundi period have been showcased and 
sometimes some have been met with resistance from 
the central government. It is unfortunate that authorities 



still want to run away from honest discussions around 
such issues. 

Matabeleland as a region needs to celebrate its 
culture and traditions. It needs to heal from past 
bitter experiences. Therefore festivals need to play a 
major role in pushing the Matabeleland narrative and 
starting conversations around grey areas in our history, 
governance and human rights issues.  



MANGWE

Without community involvement, gold licenses 
are landing in the hands of people bringing 
about social disruption and without a care for 
the environment. 

by Lizwe Sebatha

Mangwe villagers have known no peace since scores 
of marauding illegal gold panners descended in 
their area in search of the precious mineral. Running 
battles, some violence between the artisanal miners in 
the desperate fight for gold claims in the area have 
also become commonplace, TheCitizen Bulletin has 
gathered.

“We have known no peace because of this gold rush; 
they are always fighting over gold claims and this is 
not going down well with the locals,” Chief Sangulube 
says.

In what has become typical modus operandi, a sudden 
disorderly rush of gold panners descended in Mangwe, 
leaving several unclaimed pits as they ‘disembowel’ 
the earth in search of the precious mineral.   

Under the country’s mining laws, anyone exploiting a 
mining site is mandated to close and restore it before 
departing. 

In practice, however, the situation is different in 
Mangwe.

Artisanal miners, after digging up gold from pits 
several metres deep, are simply moving on to the next 
project as they also encroach on villagers’ communal 
and grazing lands.

“This is more prevalent in Mangwe’s ward 6 and 15,” 
says Arnold Moyo of Mangwe’s ward six area.

In Mangwe, ‘The Gold 
Rush’ Is A Menace   



“Some of these miners claim to have been legally 
licensed to prospect for gold in our communal lands 
and we wonder how this happens,” he questions.

Gold rushes in the country are however not 
a rare phenomenon.

For Mangwe, there is little to show for the presence 
of gold in Ward 6 and 15 and the associated gold 
rush when it comes to the delivery of essential social 
services such as health and education.

Chief Sangulube blames the Mines and Mining 
ministry for licensing gold prospecting in communal 
areas without the involvement of traditional leaders, 
resulting in clashes between villagers and the miners.

Recently, the Mines ministry also came under the 
spotlight after reportedly licensing a mining syndicate 
to prospect for gold within Matobo Hills World Heritage 
Site in Matobo District, attracting anger from villagers.

Gold licenses are landing in the hands of people who have no 
care for the environment. Image by Mining Zimbabwe

Last month, Matabeleland south Chief Jahana had to 
write a letter to President Emmerson Mnangagwa 
protesting the licensing of mining operations within 
their areas of jurisdiction without their involvement.

Jahana expressed displeasure over the issuance of 
an Exclusive Prospecting Order (EPO) to mining giant 
Premier African Minerals to commence the exploration 
process on lithium in his Fort Rixon area of jurisdiction 
without his knowledge.

The government announced that lithium mining in 
Insiza, a gold-rich area, by Premier African Minerals is 
expected to rake in over US$1.4billion in eight years as 

global demand for the mineral sours. 

While the government is excited over the potential 
revenue from lithium mining, the same excitement was 
not shared by Jahana.

“We want to make it very clear that 
we, as Chiefs including our subjects, 
were not consulted direct or indirectly 
because your ministry of Mines did not 
bother to consult us which is a strong 
sign of failure to the foundation of 
the new dispensation mantra-servant 
leadership.”
Chief Jahana, in a letter dated May 14

To address the land disputes resulting from mining 
operations in Mangwe and other areas, the Mines Act 
must be amended, Chief Sangulube argues.

“That is what we are looking at; we were promised that 
the Mines Act will be amended, to include chiefs. Right 
now the Mines Act talks of communal land, of which 
constitutionally, communal land is under the jurisdiction 
of chiefs, so we need miners to come to the chiefs and 
then we recommend to the ministry of Mines and not 
vice-versa,” Chief Sangulube said.

However, Matabeleland South Mines and Mining 
commissioner Khumbulani Malinga argues the ministry 
is not to blame.

“We don’t approach miners but miners approach us by 
applying to prospect for gold at open spaces and we 
must licence them if there are no reservations raised by 
various stakeholders, including the community,” Malinga 
says as he urges communities to lodge objections if they 
have issues with any mining operations.

However, Chief Sangulube is not amused by the mining 
operations in his area.

“Resettlement areas must remain just that; mining 
operations we are witnessing here are violating the 
rights of the community,” he says.
 





by Vusindlu Maphosa

FILABUSI

Residents in several townships in Filabusi, Matabeleland 
South, say for the past 21 years they have watched 
raw sewer flowing within their premises, a situation 
that now poses a health hazard. 

To compound their woes, they now fear that their major 
source of water-  Insiza River might be  at great risk 
of being contaminated. Despite engaging their local 
authority, the Insiza Rural District Council over the 

matter, residents accuse the council of being reluctant 
to speedily address the problem.

Townships such as Mthwakazi; Bekezela, Garikai 
among others are still using an old sewer system that 
was put in place by the Rhodesian regime when the 
area was still under Mberengwa Rural District Council. 
According to residents, the sewer ponds, overwhelmed 
by the increasing population are now flooded, 
contributing to pipe bursts.

However, despite the accusations, council contends it 
is working flat out to find a lasting solution through 
the construction of a bigger septic tank; concerned 
residents are piling pressure on council for the 
construction to be done speedily. 

For twenty-one years, residents in the 
Mthwakazi area of Filabusi have become 
accustomed to burst sewers, now council says 
the problem is being addressed, however, 
residents will also chip in financially. 

Two Decades Of Raw 
Sewer For a Filabusi 

Township



Sithokozile Jamela, a resident at Mthwakazi Township 
is worried about a looming health crisis.

“This problem has been with us since 2000. It was 
solved on a temporary basis but resurfaced. The council 
has not been helping matters to rehabilitate its system 
to suit the current demand where the population is 
growing and the system is too old,” she says.

She fears contamination of their main water 
source.

“The situation is worse in that the sewerage is now 
flowing into Insiza River contaminating our major 
source of water and this means there is a possibility of 
the outbreak of diseases such as cholera and diarrhea 
any time if the Insiza RDC does not speed up the septic 
tank construction and complete it soon.”
 
Sibongile Khumalo, amother resident, says the sewer 
flows for about 200 metres before seeping into the 
river. 

“The spilling sewer has been affecting a lot of people 
at Mthwakazi for quite a long time. Again it is affecting 
lives downstream as it flows into the Insiza River,” 
Khumalo says.

“The council is slow to respond to the concerns and 
it has since requested residents to contribute US$5 
per household to hire people who will load the truck 
with stones meant to speed up the construction of the 
septic tank,” she adds.

According to Khumalo, about 45 households are 
expected to contribute towards the construction but 
as of 1 June close to 20 households had contributed 
raising only US$100.

In a notice to residents, Insiza Residents Association 
Chairman Lameck Ndlovu said the money being 
contributed was meant to pay those who will load 
stones for the project. 
 
However, Insiza RDC Acting Chief Executive Officer 
Pardon Moyo played down the residents’ concerns 
saying the issue was being addressed and the 

engineering department was already working on 
resolving the problem.
 
“I am surprised that someone would jump the 
channel to raise that issue when the council is already 
addressing it,” Moyo told The Citizen Bulletin.

“I was speaking to the council chairperson who said 
the engineer had noted that there is a need to gather 
more stones and the residents were required to load 
the truck to complete a septic tank that is meant to 
address the problem,” Moyo says.
 
Moyo added that some residents raising the matter 
could be having ulterior motives and insisted that the 
“problem is being attended to and will be addressed 
soon.”



TSHOLOTSHO

Tsholotsho Womens’ 
Voices Amplified Through 

Focus Groups
In Tsholotsho, women’s roles are no longer 
confined to the household.

by Bokani Mudimba

A local organisation is using focus group discussions 
in Tsholotsho to capacitate women with critical skills 
to fight for their constitutional rights and participate in 
developmental programmes in their communities.

Emthonjeni Women’s Forum (EWF) has been conducting 
focus group discussions in six wards namely Skente 
Ward 10, Ngubomlilo ward 11, Mhlabangubo ward 12, 
Jahe ward 13, Malanda ward 14 and Nembe ward 22.

Abigail Tshuma (45) from Malanda ward, 14 says 
women are now able to participate in decision making 

at village and ward meetings as well as budget 
consultations following programmes by EWF.

“Before EWF we used to be bystanders 
in our own development issues. We 
would go to meetings and just sit and 
let men decide for us. But EWF has 
capacitated us with skills and we can 
now share ideas and raise issues on 
our own.”
Abigail Tshuma

Tsholotsho is one of the communities in Zimbabwe 
where a majority of men work outside the country and 
women remain home taking care of the family.



Some women also reportedly say they are exhausted 
by the amount of work taking care of family in the 
absence of husbands.

However, culture and socialization, as well as long-
distance to the service centre, are some of the barriers 
to the participation of women in local government 
programming hence their priorities are not considered 
as they are insufficiently represented in budget and 
decision making meetings.

Men still believe that a woman’s place is in the kitchen 
and still have to get consent from a husband or family 
member to take leadership roles let alone attend a 
meeting or speak, a barrier that EWF says should be 
broken.

Some of the issues coming out of the focus groups 
include an increase in gender-based violence as women 
have been forced to lockdown with their abusers. Those 
in lesser paid jobs or informal sector living closer to the 
poverty datum line with no savings at all are struggling 
to make ends meet due to COVID-19 effects. 

EWF director Sikhathele Mathambo says while some 
women lack confidence due to patriarchy, gender roles 
limit them as they have to balance between household 
duties and their aspirations.

She says there is a need to capacitate women with 
knowledge and advocacy skills so that they promote 
women issues and raise awareness about their 
constitutional rights.

“Women say they are not consulted and if they do, they 
have no means to follow up on their submissions to 
find out if they were included. At the local government 
level, Tsholotsho Rural District Council does not have 
female councillors hence the need for women to take 
up leadership positions because representation and 
participation of women in local governance are directly 
linked to the advancement of women and gender 
equality,” says Mathambo. 

Mathambo says there is a need to spread vital 
information through various media platforms such as 
posters, text messages and radio although transmission 
is a challenge in most parts of Tsholotsho.

Tsholotsho RDC chief executive Nkululeko Sibanda 
says the local authority has programmes aimed at 
capacitating all members of the community including 
women.



MBUSO FUZWAYO

Mbuso Fuzwayo is the coordinator of Ibhetshu LikaZulu, a pressure group pushing for the redress of the 
Gukurahundi genocide. Fuzwayo, a Bulawayo based activist, recently led a delegation of Matabeleland chiefs 
and other stakeholders in Maphisa, Matabeleland South, to unveil a memorial plaque for Gukurahundi victims 
who were massacred by a state-sanctioned quasi-military unit in Bhalagwe. The plague was later reportedly 
stolen by suspected state agents. Fuzwayo has spearheaded the establishment of memorial plaques in 
remembrance of thousands of Gukurahundi victims across Matabeleland and the Midlands provinces. For his 
courage and resilience, Fuzwayo is our citizen of the week. 

Citizens of the week are nominated by our readers.

You can nominate your citizen of the week by sending a WhatsApp chat to +263 71 863 6459. 



SPECIAL REPORT

by Nqobile Bhebhe

For youths in Matobo, setting up businesses 
without access to credit is close to impossible. 
Banks are out of reach, but even with access, 
collateral is non-existent. 

Anele Nkomazana’s quest to set up a gas business 
venture in Matobo’s ward 19 district to economically 
empower himself and contribute to the region’s growth 
is fast fading away.

His major challenge is that of raising capital to purchase 
required machinery.

He requires ZWL$6000 to set up his planned venture. 
However, there are no financial institutions in his 
district that offer loans for start-ups.

“In my ward or district, we do not have financial 

institutions that offer loans for youths to set up 
businesses,” says 24-year-old Nkomazana.

“My peers have brilliant business ideas and if granted 
capital, we can set up sustainable ventures. I desire to 
venture into gas trading. All I need is $6000.”

Nkomazana adds that they do not receive information 
on empowerment programmes for youths as they are 
in remote areas. 

“We are left out on economic 
developments. There are no banks 
here.”
Anele Nkomazana, a 24-year-old aspiring entrepreneur 

Matobo Youth Development Initiative (MYDI) director 
Descent Dube says there is tremendous potential 
among the youth in Matobo if allowed to run successful 

Business Financing: A Pipe 
Dream For Matobo Youth 



start-up businesses.

According to Dube “young people in Matobo do not 
have access to financial information thus they do not 
know for example simple processes of opening a bank 
account.”

The nearest banks are in Bulawayo and Gwanda, which 
also presents a challenge, over 100 kilometres away. 

Empower Bank, which is mandated to provide social 
and financial solutions with a greater focus on the 
youths, does not have a branch in the district.

Central Government created the micro-banking unit in 
2018 to specifically support different youth initiatives 
to achieve economic empowerment and financial 
inclusion.

Banks should decentralise their services to remote areas. Image 
by NewsDay

It mobilises youths through financial literacy and 
project proposal training so that they present bankable 
business proposals to access funding. 

This year, it has set a target of disbursing loans worth 
about $260 million to youths countrywide.

However, youths in outlying areas are left out as the 
bank does not have district branches

“The fact that Empower Bank which seeks to empower 
young people does not have an office/branch in Matobo 
makes things difficult for youths,” Dube says.

“Even if Empower Bank does outreach programmes in 
Maphisa, it’s important to note that Matobo has 24 

wards and most of those wards are secluded and have 
poor mobile and road networks.”

“The fact that banks are in urban areas means that 
if they want to open bank accounts, they have to 
commute and that is expensive.”

The Citizen Bulletin reached out to the bank on the 
1st of June but could not obtain responses from the 
institution.

Descent Collins Bajila, a youth social empowerment 
campaigner is of the view that banks should decentralise 
their services to remote areas.

“The distance that one has to travel to the nearest 
bank is a barrier for accessing banking services and 
loans,” Bajila says.

“It is important that state and private run banks create 
space and operate in those remote areas. Only Agribank 
is available in Bulilima, uMzingwane and Matobo.”

However, accessing bank institution premises does not 
translate to access to loans and/or capital. 

Dube says another hindrance for the youths is that of 
collateral demanded by banks as most young people do 
not have anything tangible to offer as collateral.

“As community development organisations and other 
stakeholders, we must get more involved so that there 
is a collective approach in ensuring that there are 
banks that will make things easier for youths and open 
opportunities.”

Due to lack of financial support “youths in Matobo will 
continue to wallow in poverty and be forced to migrate 
to South Africa or Botswana,” Mildred Maphosa says.

Maphosa has interests in setting up a dressmaking 
business.

She feels that there is a need for the Government to revise 
the collateral requirements for one to access facilities 
under the Empower Bank.  

“The current requirements make it difficult for poor youths 
who may not own assets such as cars and houses.” 
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