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Mqabuko Deserves Better, Not Just Tokenism

Have we forgotten his sacrifices? Shall we 
allow ourselves to reduce his memory to a 
single day of commemorations? We can do 
better. 

Globally, when renowned nationalists, particularly 
those deemed to be founding fathers of a nation pass 
on, there is always a scramble to preserve their legacy.

Statues are mounted in their honour. Charity foundations 
bearing the name of the departed nationalist are set 
up while several other initiatives from talk shows to 
glittering ceremonies in their name are also held.

In Zimbabwe, the name Joshua Mqabuko Nkomo, 
that selfless icon who dedicated his entire life in the 
liberation trenches of modern Zimbabwe, easily comes 
to mind.

Names like Father Zimbabwe, Umdala Wethu, 
Chibwechitedza are attached to Nkomo, the founder of 
modern Zimbabwean nationalism, who died on 1 July 
in 1999 at the age of 82 after battling prostate cancer.

To honour Nkomo, his residential Matshamhlophe 
home in Bulawayo was turned into a museum. The 
house was converted into a museum by the Joshua 
Mqabuko Nkomo National Foundation (JMNNF). 

It was completed in 2007 and opened to the public in 
2012.

In front of the house parks a navy blue bullet-proof 
Mercedes Benz that Nkomo used. Inside the rooms are 
neatly decorated portraits of his personal life, including 
his love letter to his late wife Johanna, his immediate 
family, liberation war history and family roots.

Prominently captured are newspaper cuttings about 
what Nkomo did up to his time of death and after. 
However, the lack of funding has affected the smooth 
running of the museum.

His family has made public appeals for funding from 
well-wishers as the government of the day was at the 
time understood not to have contributed towards the 
project.

Several proposed projects aimed at preserving his 
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legacy have also failed to materialise. Those that 
kicked off are struggling financially and rely on the 
benevolence of well-wishers.

Nkomo’s life was that of struggle and sacrifice. He 
spent a greater part of his life away from his family. 
After his death, 22 years ago to be precise, that struggle 
and sacrifice associated with his living years persisted 
through struggling foundations formed to preserve his 
legacy.

Jabulani Hadebe, projects coordinator for the Joshua 
Nkomo National Foundation previously called Themba 
Trust told this publication that at its inception the 
foundation had no budget.
 
“It had no budget at its formation. It was the family 
sorely donating to the foundation, and then later on 
well-wishers were invited to assist. The main aim was 
to come up with projects that perpetuate the legacy 
of Nkomo, and also to undertake programs that will 
benefit the well-being of our people. One of the 
major projects of the foundation was to convert the 
Matshamhlophe house to a museum,” says Hadebe.

“The Museum saw hoarders of people flocking to it 
for guided tours, particularly schools. However, with 
COVID-19 restrictions, it has been a struggle; a struggle 
in also paying salaries for the workers employed there.”

Granted, COVID-19 has disrupted all facets of life but 
we ask: Years before the pandemic struck, why was the 
foundation left to “beg” for funds if Nkomo is a true 
national treasure?

It has now been the norm that in the lead up to 1 
July, there is a stampede to launch various initiatives 
“aimed” to preserve Nkomo’s legacy. Weeks later, it 
would be history.

At the 20th anniversary of Joshua Nkomo Day 
Commemorations – Joshua Nkomo Legacy Walk and 
Umdala Wethu Dance in Bulawayo, tourism authorities 
made commitments to properly package the Trails into 
a fully-fledged tourism product. Again, we still await 
that project.

It is our view that preserving Nkomo’s legacy should 

not be a struggle.

A Government annual grant should have long been in 
place to meet the daily needs of the foundation. We 
are alive to the fact that as recently as June this year, 
the Central Government paid tribute to Nkomo’s family 
for the work they have done in preserving his legacy.

President Mnangagwa said the Government was 
“embarrassed” for having allowed the Nkomo family 
to take lead in preserving the legacy through the 
establishment of the museum.

The President then pledged support to the Nkomo 
family to ensure that the museum gets the status it 
deserves.

Said the President, “We as Government feel embarrassed 
that we did not lead ourselves, but now that it is there, 
I have assured my young sister (Mrs Thandiwe Nkomo-
Ibrahim, daughter to the late Dr Nkomo) that she will 
receive support from Government to make sure that 
this place gets the status that it deserves”.

Joshua Nkomo’s legacy is at risk of being trivialised 
and wiped out if the trend of only remembering the 
Gentle Giant on 1 July continues.

Nkomo deserves more.
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INSUZA Editor’s Choice

Seven Year Wait For Insuza 
Home-Seekers

It has been seven years since some villagers in 
Insuza made applications to get land to build 
their homes with yearly payments to renew 
the applications. Now, the wait has become 
unbearable and corruption allegations are 
being made. 

by Vusindlu Maphosa

In 2013, Thulani Ncube, a villager in the Insuza area 
of Matabeleland North deposited part of his savings 
of US$20 with Umguza Rural District Council for a 
housing stand. He was among more than 100 other 
people who made applications.

However, seven years of eagerly waiting for a housing 
stand seems to be a mere dream, he remains landless.

The applicants, despite paying an equivalent of US$20 
annual renewal fees, claim to not have had any 
feedback from the local authority.

In interviews with The Citizen Bulletin, applicants 
disclosed that they were not told the sizes of the 
stands but only assumed it would be revealed during 
allocation time.

The right to shelter is one of the human rights enshrined 
in the Bill of Rights in the new constitution and many 
people are still hunting for permanent space to build 
their homes both in rural and urban areas across the 
country. 

Applicants say they were promised stands in the 
shortest period but seven years down the line they still 
do not know when they will build their homes.

Insuza centre is set to expand into a township and there 
are claims of political interference in the allocation 
process.



“Our councillor (ward 11) Patterson Zororo gave us 
application forms and we have been paying ZWL$2000 
or US$20 every year to the council as renewal fees. 
However, it’s been many years now and there is still no 
feedback on the stands,” says Ncube.

“We were promised stands at Insuza 
centre and we are therefore worried 
over continuing to pay for something 
we might not possess.”
Thulani Ncube, a housing stand applicant 

Another distraught applicant, Portia Dube says she is 
now losing hope. She claims there are some people 
who are clandestinely allocated stands at the centre.

“Seven years of waiting is not a joke and remember 
this is not just waiting, but means partying with money 
every year as we continue to pay to remain on the 
waiting list,” she says. 

Dube says they engaged their councillor Zororo on the 
matter, but his efforts seem to be failing. 

Villagers allege that there is partisan distribution of stands by 
the members of the ruling party. Image by The Zimbabwean

Cllr Zororo told The Citizen Bulletin that the issue of 
the stands is now contentious for Insuza home seekers.

He blames political meddling in the whole saga.

“I have been confronted by a Zanu 
PF official who told me to stay away 
from the issue of the stands. Stands 
distribution is now political in Insuza 
and only Zanu PF members are 

privileged.”
Councillor Zororo

“Zanu PF District Coordinating Committee Chairman 
Oscar Ncube confronted me saying I must not fish in 
his net. He said I must stay away from the stands. As a 
councillor, it’s my responsibility to assist my ward, but 
with these Zanu PF officials, it is becoming impossible.”

He corroborates Dube’s claims of shady allocations 
taking place.

“More than 400 Zanu PF members received stands at 
Mgandani village1, Ndlovuiyanyathela phase 1 and 2. 
When I tried to hold a meeting to address this issue, I 
was blocked on the condition of COVID-19 measures. 
Zanu PF members are always holding meetings. This 
is a matter of politics and favouritism which must be 
addressed,” he adds.

On his part, Ncube denies being involved in the land 
distribution scandal.

“There is nothing like that happening, and I demand 
to know your sources because I am not aware of what 
they are saying,” he says.

But his party colleague who identified himself as 
Mjajana Moyo confirms the stand distribution crisis.

He claims that only repossessed stands from owners 
who would have failed to build within specified 
timelines are being allocated.

Dube now thinks they are being taken for a ride, “I now 
suspect this whole thing is a fundraising programme. 
There is plenty of land at the centre and by now we 
must have completed our homes,” she says. 





Despite Bulawayo’s water supply dams 
receiving significant rainfall inflows in the last 
rainy season, water shortages have persisted 
in the city, the alternative—boreholes, raise 
safety concerns. 

by Lizwe Sebatha

As frustrated residents question the water shortages, 
the council has been at pains to explain why water-
shedding remains in place, pushing blame on water 
pipe bursts and rolling electricity outages for affecting 
pumping capacity at its Criterion Water Treatment 
works.

“Residents are advised that this (power cut on June 
28) has negatively affected the treatment of water as 
well as pumping of both raw water and clear water,” 
read a statement recently by Town Clerk Christopher 
Dube dated June 29.

This has seen residents turn to boreholes dotted around 
the city for water supplies but at personal health risk, 
as the water is not tested and treated for portable use, 
The Citizen Bulletin established.

And to make matters worse, Dube confirms that 
borehole water is not for portable use. “The city policy 
is that borehole water is not for portable use, but for 
secondary use,” Dube says.

A June council report of the Future Water Supplies and 
Water Action Committee report adds that the quality of 
borehole water cannot be guaranteed.

“Bacteriological quality of borehole 
water cannot be guaranteed since 
the water was untreated and subject 
to contamination at any time from 
environmental factors like sewer 

No End In Sight For 
Bulawayo’s Water Crisis
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overflows and bacteriological 
contaminated soil.”
City Council report

A survey by The Citizen Bulletin, particularly in the 
city’s oldest suburbs, exposes the widespread nature 
of the pipe bursts, with many suburbs having sewer 
flowing into people’s homes and to borehole water 
fetching points.

As of June, Bulawayo had a total backlog of 163 sewer 
bursts, the council report shows. In 2020, a killer 
diarrhoea outbreak that claimed 13 lives and infected 
over 1000 others was blamed on contamination of 
water sources by sewer among others.

An investigation by the Matabeleland Institute for 
Human Rights (MIHR) into the quality of borehole 
water confirms that city residents are being exposed to 
health hazards by relying on untested borehole water.

In its findings, the MIHR in a report titled, Borehole 
Water Testing Quality (June 2021), said the BCC 
only tested 176 out of 350 boreholes in 2019 which 
cascades to 50.28% of the boreholes tested. In 2020 
only 23 out of 350 boreholes were tested making it 
6.57% of boreholes tested.

“The inability of the local authority to test enough 
boreholes in 2019 and 2020 as well as failure to test them 
in the stipulated frequencies per year, is detrimental to 
the enjoyment of human rights by Bulawayo residents 
and especially the right to clean, safe and potable 
water; right to health and subsequently the right to 
life,” the MIHR said.

The Constitution (Section 77a) declares for every person 
“the right to safe, clean and potable water”.

The Zimbabwe Water Policy in Section 7.5.6(iv) 
emphasizes the need for measures for monitoring 
water safety and cleanliness by stipulating that “each 
water point will be monitored at least twice per year to 
verify the suitability of water for human consumption.”

In the 2019 test, 18.75% of the tested 
boreholes had tested coliform positive and 

2.27% had tested faecal positive.

In 2020, 17.39% of the 23 boreholes tested were found 
coliform positive, while 1 had faecal coliforms.

The Coliform positive boreholes were in Nkulumane 
suburb (5 boreholes), Mpopoma (4 boreholes), 
Emganwini (3 boreholes), Nketa 7 (3 boreholes), 
Sizinda (3 boreholes), Northend (3 boreholes), Nketa 
8 (2 boreholes) and Newton West, Nketa 9, Nketa 6, 
Nkulumane 10, Thorngrove, Luveve, City Centre and 
Khumalo — all had 1 each respectively. The faecal 
positive test boreholes were in Nketa 7 (1 borehole), 
Nketa 8 (1 borehole), Nkulumane 5 (1 borehole) and 
Khumalo (1 borehole).

However, the city’s Town Clerk argued that Bulawayo 
City (BCC) cannot be held accountable for the poor 
quality of borehole water.

“…The city cannot guarantee the quality of borehole 
water because it is not treated and piped to guard 
against contamination from the soil and sewage 
overflow among other aspects. In that regard, the 
council cannot be held accountable for its quality,” 
Dube said.

Bulawayo Progressive Residents Association (BPRA) 
gender officer Abigail Siziba took a swipe at city fathers 
for exposing residents to diarrhoeal diseases by failing 
to provide safe potable water to residents.

“It is important therefore that BCC adequately and 
timeously shares information regarding the safety of 
boreholes as well as labelling boreholes and liaising 
with resident’s leaders to constantly check whether the 
labels are in place,” Siziba says.

“Continuous testing of borehole water is also critical 
as water quality can be affected by various factors such 
as the level of the water table and over time. Treatment 
measures where possible should also be adequately 
shared with residents…”



Crossborder Smuggling: 
Lifeline For Unregistered 

Traders 
The government has tightened security to 
stop goods from being smuggled into the 
country from neighbouring countries, but, is 
this enough?

by Lizwe Sebatha

With no formal employment, Bekithemba Ncube (not 
his real name) says smuggling groceries and other 
goods from neighbouring Botswana for resale in 
Bulawayo helps him put food on the table for his family.

The financial benefits from the illegal trade outweigh 
the risks of arrests and jail time, he argues.

“We travel mostly at night to evade 
arrest.”
Bekithemba Ncube, an informal trader 

Ncube runs a small grocery shop in Bulawayo’s busy 
5th Avenue agricultural market.

A number of grocery shops, mostly selling cheap 

smuggled goods, have ‘taken’ over trading spaces at 
Bulawayo’s agricultural market.

The grocery shops are always crowded while other 
traders that purchase those goods from ‘smugglers’ 
operate from city pavements.

“If I am not travelling to Botswana, my links provide 
the groceries from the neighbouring country via illegal 
entry points, paying bribes along the way where 
possible,” Ncube says.

“We resort to smuggling because of 
the high duty taxes and corruption at 
the immigration points. And besides, 
borders are closed.”
Bekithemba Ncube

According to police, the smuggling of goods via illegal 
entry points in rural Plumtree is also rampant citing the 
recent arrests of smugglers.



In May, Matabeleland South police confiscated 
an assortment of smuggled goods in Mbimba and 
Madlambuzi in Plumtree.

“On 16 May, police in Madlambuzi intercepted a grey 
Toyota D4D twin cab FF20 HP GP wit trailer FH19PM GP 
laden with smuggled goods at Madlambuzi business 
centre and nabbed Mqondisi Dube, Reason Ncube and 
Butholezwe Mkwanazi for smuggling,” the Zimbabwe 
Republic Police (ZRP) says.

“Police also recovered an abandoned Toyota GD6 
vehicle GIMM74 with trailer 002GIF GP at Mbimba 
business centre laden with smuggled goods.”

A month later in June, police revealed the arrest of 
three other suspects for smuggling goods into the 
country in Nxele, also in Plumtree.

“On 26 June, police in Plumtree arrested 3 suspects 
for smuggling and recovered 6x43 inch LED television 
sets, 26 Waxiba radios, 15 Bluetooth box speakers, 
50litres of diesel and various clothing at Nxele illegal 
cross point,” the ZRP adds.

Various state security organs are involved in joint 
border patrols code-named “Operation No to Cross 
Border Crimes” to curb the illegal border crossings by 
returning residents.

Home Affairs minister Kazembe Kazembe has said 
drones will be deployed at the borders to fight the vice. 
However, the practice continues to flourish under law 
enforcement watch.

Former Chief Nhlanhlayamangwe Ndiweni says 
the government is fighting a losing battle. “If the 
government of the day has failed to provide for the 
people, then it is only right and proper that they fend 
for themselves,” Ndiweni says.

“They (government) compound this failure by forcing 
the ordinary man and woman to border jump instead 
of allowing them to travel in an orderly fashion with 
customs duties or payments of any sorts, on what 
goods they are carrying.”

Bulawayo based commentator Reginald Shoko also 

admits that the government is fighting a losing battle 
as he called on policymakers to address challenges 
facing local industry.

“Fighting smuggling is a good way of 
doing things but is not a panacea of 
solving the problems that are facing 
the local industry and consumers 
which then forces the consumer to 
lean more on smuggled goods.”
Reginald Shoko, a commentator

Shoko argues that people have been forced to smuggle 
because of the high cost of goods locally, emphasizing 
the need to look at internal devaluation as some 
prices are a result of high exchange rates and “pure 
greediness”.

“We need to look at the build-up of prices from 
electricity, labour cost and all other cost drivers that 
affect the final pricing structure in Zimbabwe so that 
the prices are competitive.”

The national statistical agency, ZimStat said the food 
poverty line (FPL) as of June 2021 stood at $4,271.85.  
This means that the minimum needs basket cost that 
much per person in June 2021. 

This represents an increase of 3.2 per cent over the 
May 2021 figure of $4,139.10

Estimates by the government and other independent 
agencies show that the illegal smuggling of goods 
costs the Treasury nearly US$1billion a year in unpaid 
customs duty. Without any means of escaping the socio-
economic crisis characterised by high unemployment, 
Ncube says the need to fend for his family motivates 
him to continue with the vice.

“If the employed are struggling to make ends meet, 
how do they expect us to survive? …this is my meal 
ticket also,” Ncube says.

.
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Diaspora Artists: What 
Role Do They Play In 

The Development Of The 
Creative Sector Back 

Home?  
It is often said that the world has now become 
a global village with migration reaching higher 
levels. With that movement of the people, 
Matabeleland has over the years lost countless 
notable artists who joined the Diaspora 
community, writes Thabani H. Moyo.  

by Thabani H. Moyo

A Diaspora Artist can be defined as a creative person who has 
migrated and their descendants who maintain a connection to 
their homeland. Migration of the artists from the Matabeleland 
region in search of opportunities has increased significantly in 

the past years. 

Artistes who emigrate are some of the most active and highly 
skilled in the region. 

Most of these have migrated to neighbouring countries with 
some opting to go overseas to countries like Australia, United 
States of America, United Kingdom, Germany, Austria and 
others. 

Names that come to mind include Vusa Mkhaya, Bruce Ncube, 
Sisasemnkosi, Bhekilizwe Ndlovu, Ramadu, Archie Mhone, 
Titshabona Malaba, Frank Malaba, Pedzi Sithole, Awa Khiwe 



to mention but a few.

It is worth to note that emigration of these artists to different 
regions is primarily centred on the country’s economic growth. 
First and foremost it is normal to look at this phenomenon as 
a loss or detrimental to the Matabeleland region and as a gain 
to the receiving countries.

The argument is that the emigration of above average 
artistes from the region leaves it poorer in terms of artistic 
development. 

When influential artists emigrate, younger boys and girls 
growing up lose that key personnel touch with the artist who 
could have anchored and enlightened their lives.

With this physical absence, the region loses positive 
externalities. 

In this installation, it's critical to ask, has the region really 
lost or benefitted from this migration? Do our Diaspora artists 
impact our region from their bases abroad? 

We seek to highlight the role that the Diaspora artists play and 
can continue to impact in developing the region. 

Diaspora Artists share a collective memory about their 
homeland, Bulawayo and Matabeleland regions. They have a 
commitment to keep the homeland alive through symbolic and 
direct actions.

Recently the Diaspora artists have contributed to the increased 
development of the local arts industry. They have played a role 
in the promotion of trade in artistic works.

The diaspora population from the region has preferences for the 
region’s goods and services, nostalgia about home products.

This has been evidenced by the number of online views from 
the diaspora for such events like Bulawayo Arts Awards. 
Raisedon Baya’s latest book Shut Your Eyes and Run has had 
significant purchases from the Diaspora.

Vusa Mkhaya was involved in pushing most of the sales. The 
other initiative- iMGIZ publishing company has been helping 
artists back home to publish and sell their music online.

These are examples that highlight how diaspora artists can be 
an avenue for trading local arts products in overseas markets.

Artists abroad can increase the availability of market 
information essential for trade by helping local arts exporters 
find buyers and improve their knowledge of the market. 

The diaspora artists can improve the region through direct 
investments. Some artists have taken the risk of investing back 

home in different projects. These have a sense of duty and 
emotional attachment to the region. 

A good example is Titshabona Malaba who has invested in 
a film project— Igazi Labafo. These are projects that offer 
employment opportunities to the youth in the region. Bruce 
Ncube also created Africa Day in June as a platform to 
celebrate, encourage and develop the local arts industry.

He now runs his online show The Path From eNjube which is 
promoting artists back home. 

Other areas that our Diaspora artists can play a vital role in is 
research, innovation, knowledge and technology skills transfer. 
With the knowledge and exposure that our Diaspora artistes 
are getting these can be utilised as mentors in the creative 
sector. 

Recently, Vusa Mkhaya shared his lived experiences with a 
group of artists during the Shangano group discussions. Such 
platforms can act as knowledge spillovers.

It is encouraging seeing local initiatives like Shangano using 
electronic communication to engage with our diaspora and 
encouraging them to transfer acquired skills back home. The 
Diaspora artists contribute positively, significantly and robustly 
to artistic and economic development in the Matabeleland 
region. 

More in-depth analysis shows that the impact of the Diaspora 
artists contributes to the improvement of artistic skills to those 
at home and in their productivity through different initiatives. 

Besides playing a role in developing the arts, Diaspora artists 
with other Diasporas have been involved in philanthropic 
work in the region. They have managed to engage in different 
fundraising activities for health and educational projects for 
the less privileged. 

We encourage our Matabeleland Diaspora artists to continue 
with their good work. It will be good to see strong networks 
being created that are aimed at uplifting regions and selling 
their products to new markets.

There is still a lot of work that needs to be done for our sector. 

Diaspora artists not only contribute with remittances sent back 
home, but they also contribute with other forms of tangible and 
intangible capital which include Intellectual capital, Financial 
capital, Cultural capital and Social capital.

Engaging Diasporas in arts development efforts must not be 
a one-way street and local systems need to pay attention to 
what is in it for them as well.  
   



GWANDA

Rural Folk Bemoan Poor 
Access To COVID-19 

Vaccines  
An upsurge of COVID-19 cases has increased 
the demand for vaccination, however, for 
many Matabeleland South residents, poor 
access is the impediment.

by Nqobile Bhebhe

When Zimbabwe launched its COVID-19 vaccination 
program this February, it drew a mixed bag of 
enthusiasm and scepticism in equal measure.

The government set timelines for vaccinating around 
600 000 healthcare and other frontline workers under 
the first phase of the vaccination exercise.

The elderly and those with chronic conditions were set 
to follow after the country took delivery of 200 000 
doses of Sinopharm vaccine from China.

As the debate of getting a jab escalated, the virus 
eased as infections dropped while stringent lockdown 
measures were gradually lifted but reports of vaccine 
shortages began to surface in urban centres.

However, in the past few weeks, there has been an 
upsurge of infections countrywide, sparking a demand 
for the COVID-19 jab.

As they rush to get a jab intensifies, rural communities 
in Matabeleland South cry foul of being neglected as 
they accuse the central government of concentrating 
in urban areas. 

In separate interviews with locals surrounding 
Plumtree, it emerged that vaccine information is still 
lacking further fuelling scepticism despite a rise in 



infections and fatalities.

“I have never seen health workers moving around in 
my ward disseminating information about the vaccine. 
I only get to hear about vaccination on foreign radio 
stations and it is about shortages of vaccines in urban 
areas.”

“I feel we are neglected in rural areas. Maybe it’s 
because we are viewed as not contributing much to 
the economy of this country,” bemoaned Mellisa Kupe 
of Tshitshi.

Kupe tells The Citizen Bulletin that due to transport 
costs she cannot afford to travel to Bulawayo twice to 
be vaccinated.

It costs almost 100rand one way from Plumtree to 
Bulawayo. 

“It hurts to hear on the radio that 
vaccine doses are being delivered in 
Harare and other parts of the country, 
why are vaccines not available at my 
nearest clinic?”
Mellisa Kupe, Tshitshi villager 

“Are we not Zimbabweans enough to be vaccinated?” 
she asks.

Matabeleland Institute for Human Rights (MIHR), views 
the COVID-19 pandemic as a major human rights' risk 
and in its recent survey paints a gloomy picture in 
Matabeleland South.

It said of the 20 wards sampled in four districts, “there 
was no COVID-19 vaccine in their local clinics and this 
has been going on for more than one month now”.

“In all the 20 communities of Insiza, Gwanda, Mangwe 
and Matobo Districts that were sampled and surveyed, 
key informants revealed that there was no COVID-19 
vaccine in their local clinics and this has been going on 
for more than one month now.

“In some of the clinics, they alluded to the 2nd dose 
being available but not the 1st dose,” the MIRH says. 

On June 26, Zimbabwe received a half-million 
Sinopharm shots against COVID-19 it bought from 
China, development officials said it would put its 
vaccination program back on track.

Zimbabwe received a shipment of Sinopharm COVID-19 
vaccine on June 26 to battle the third wave of the coronavirus 

pandemic. Image by Xinhua

A batch of Sinovac vaccines from China is also expected 
in the country early this month (July).

The country is aiming to inoculate 60 per cent of its 14.5 
million people to archive herd immunity— the point in 
which enough people have immunity to a disease that 
it can no longer spread throughout the population— 
by the end of the year.

Itai Rusike, Community Working Group on Health 
executive director is of the view that poor distribution 
of vaccines poses a danger of leave people in rural 
areas vulnerable during the third wave.

“Vaccine equity is very key in combating the virus but 
as long as we don’t address this, people in the rural 
areas will continue to be affected. They should not be 
left out in accessing vaccines.”

MIRH added that respondents contacted in their survey 
said it is difficult to travel to district hospitals to access 
the 1st dose of the vaccine.

“There is no publicly available information as to the 
availability of the 1st dose in the district hospitals and 
therefore, people are sceptical to travel to the districts 
and find the 1st dose not there having spent lots of 
money for transport (including the risk of using pirate 
transporters)”.



Former Bulilima legislator Norman Mpofu says he is 
worried about the carefree attitudes shown by some 
villagers.

“At the moment in most rural areas, it is perceived as 
an urban disease. Those in rural areas have this false 
sense that they are safe.”

Mpofu also blames some business owners for not 
monitoring crowds at their premises.

“At Macingwana village, tournaments attracting 
participants as far afield as Plumtree town and 
Bulawayo are organised. After the soccer tournaments, 
all-night drinking follows. This is dangerous,” he adds. 
On 5 July, 4 638 people received their first dose 
bringing cumulative for first doses to 797 715 while 
3 588 people received their second doses bringing 
cumulative for the second dose to 571 721.

President Emmerson Mnangagwa recently tightened 
the country’s COVID-19 control measures, moving 
them to a tougher level 4.

Under the new lockdown measures, businesses are 
now expected to operate from 8 am and close at 3.30 
pm with intercity movement being prohibited, except 
for production and distribution of food and medicine.

The curfew hours run from 6.30 pm-6 am.



HWANGE

No Victory, Three Years 
Post Hwange Colliery 

Protests  
“We have been quiet out of fear. We don’t have 
any legal representation. The world thought 
we had won when we left the streets in 2018,” 
Thobekile Shoko.  

by Calvin Manika

On 29 January 2018, a group of women gathered at 
the Hwange Colliery Company Limited (HCCL) offices in 
Hwange protesting unpaid salaries and poor working 
conditions which their husbands were periodically 
experiencing. 

The picketing began small but gradually grew to about 
one thousand participants and became five months of 
women braving rains, hot temperatures during the day 
and cold nights. At the time, the protests drew media 

attention.

Despite harassment by law enforcement agents five 
years earlier over a similar action, the women-led by 
one Claris Ngoma whose husband was owed US$18 
000 camped in tents at the entrance for HCCL General 
offices, vowing not to leave until salary arrears are 
paid. 

HCCL owed an average of US$10,000 to each worker. 

As part of the deal to end the now-forgotten protests 
by many, the stock exchange-listed coal mining firm 
pledged to assist the women under the banner of 
Hwange Colliery Mine Workers Spouses Association 
(HCMWSA) with various income-generating projects 
while it meets the salary obligations of their spouses 



through a scheme of arrangement.

Speaking to The Citizen Bulletin, Nomsa Ndlovu whose 
husband was one of the affected employees says it 
is disheartening to note that the company seems to 
ignore its commitment three years down the line.

“The company hasn’t finished paying 
the arrears after all these years of 
suffering.”
Nomsa Ndlovu, one of the women

“The most painful part is that, during the time my 
spouse was working, it was United States dollar era. 
But, now we are paid in RTGS with an unfair rate, they 
are using one as to one rate (US$1: ZWL$1) despite 
that the exchange rate has widened resulting in our 
money losing value and its purchasing power,” says 
Ndlovu. 

During the protests, seven non-governmental 
organisations launched a Coalition of Neglect Against 
Hwange Women in support of striking spouses of 
Hwange Colliery Company employees. 

The organisation comprised of the Centre for Natural 
Resource Governance (CNRG), Women and Land in 
Zimbabwe, Women and Law in Southern Africa (WLSA), 
Women in Politics Support Unity (WIPSU), Zimbabwe 
Congress of Trade Unions (ZCTU), Zimbabwe Coalition 
on Debt and Development (ZIMCODD) and the 
Zimbabwe Human Rights Association (ZimRights). The 
coalition provided moral and material support to the 
more than 1000 striking women.

However, three years later, HCCL is accused of failing 
to meet those promises and not adequately paying its 
workers. The women are complaining again igniting 
fears of yet another round of protests

Speaking to this publication, HCMWSA Spokesperson 
Thobekile Shoko says spouses, widows of HCCL workers, 
as well as former workers, continue to sink into poverty 
due to economic pressures and the unwillingness of 
HCCL to fulfil its pledges.

“When we ended the protests, we 

came to an agreement that HCCL 
would be paying the salary arrears 
mid-month and the running month 
salary at month-end.”
Thobekile Shoko, HCMWSA spokesperson 

“In that regard, they have not yet fully paid us. Many 
promises remain unfulfilled,” says Shoko.

She also accuses the company of not paying the National 
Employment Council rate and not fully committing to 
the HCMWSA projects.

The women say they were given 800 out of a promised 
2000 chickens for a poultry project. 

For Patricia Nambura, the unfulfilled promises by HCCL 
have strained them and made mine workers objects of 
poverty.

“The situation was simple, our husbands are their 
workers. But, we equally also bear the brunt of our 
spouses being paid low wages. Our children are living 
poor lifestyles because our concerns are not being 
taken seriously,” says Nambura. 

HCCL Corporate Communications department could 
not promptly respond to sent written questions from 
this reporter.

The yesteryear forceful women say are now afraid to 
continue reminding the company of unfulfilled promises 
as their husbands have been frequently targeted and 
persecuted at work whenever they try to raise the issue 
as an association. 

“But, it’s far from over. We are very much worried 
about the widows and other ex-employees who have 
not been paid. There is a need for intervention in that 
regard,” a distraught Shoko says. 



NKAYI

Unprecedented Gold Rush 
Threatens Nkayi’s River 
System, People’s Lives 

For a village in Nkayi, gold panners on the 
shores of their rivers are adding salt to a 
festering wound. 

by Nokuthaba Dlamini

In addition to being at the centre of socio-economic 
poverty and neglect, Nkayi villagers living on the 
shores of Shangani dam are yet in another dilemma 
with gold panners that have invaded their river in 
search of gold.

Gold panners allegedly from Midlands province are 
said to have descended on the area close to the after 
significant gold deposits were discovered soon after 
the government imposed a national lockdown to slow 
down the spread of COVID-19 in March last year.

Large numbers of people have been trekking to the 
area within the Nkayi district much to the chagrin 
of the local community, which fears that their water 
sources are already polluted with dangerous chemicals 
such as mercury.

For Sibonile Ndlovu (57), a widow from Nkuba village 
under chief Tshugulu, their presence is disrupting their 
way of life. 

“They came last year during the 
COVID-19 lockdown and they just 
don't care about what people are 
going to survive on when they leave.”
Sibonile Ndlovu, Nkuba villager



“We rely on this river for our irrigation projects to feed 
our children while it is also our source of water to drink, 
but ever since they descended, we have been forced to 
drink contaminated water and even our irrigation scale 
have reduced as the river water levels reduce at a fast 
speed.”

Ndlovu's neighbour says the group has marked its 
territory and thus causing conflicts between the 
community societies and the unregistered miners. 

“They don't allow people to fetch water or send their 
livestock to drink where they mine from,” Nkosiyabo 
Donga says. 

“The challenge we face is that we hear that drinking 
water that has mercury or other substances they use 
to mine gold is dangerous and we think that is evident 
because we used to fish at some certain points of 
the river during grazing and since last year, all those 
fisheries can be hardly found.”

Villagers have abandoned their irrigation projects near the river 
in fear of gold panners. Image by allAfrica

Ndlovu who survived on farming vegetables for resale 
at the Nkayi business centre says she has been forced 
to drop the business as it has become dangerous to 
frequent the local river when the panners are available. 

“At times they fight on their own, and often threaten 
villagers to vacate the river to save lives, we are 
intimidated yet the options are limited.” 

Other affected villagers are from Mkhalandoda, 
Mawuwini, Mathetshaneni and Sibuyu.They say they 
fear for their livestock even more as water has been 
contaminated. 

The area's kraal head, Misomi Gwebu says villagers 
now opt for dam water and boreholes, although during 
the summer period they tend to dry up. 

According to a November 24, 2020 report on the turmoil 
in Zimbabwe’s gold mining sector by the International 
Crisis Group (ICG), the collapsing economy and the 
COVID-19 induced lockdown has seen an estimated 
1.5 million people turning to artisanal mining as a 
safety net.

ICG says the trend will likely persist as COVID-19 brings 
additional hardship and spurs urban to rural migration.
Matabeleland North Province police spokesperson 
Inspector Glory Banda says they will investigate the 
issue before giving a full police position. 







BULILIMA

In Bulilima, Absence of 
Police Encourages Crime

For most villagers, the nearest police base is 
15 to 30km away, in many cases, criminals are 
not apprehended. 

by Amanda Ncube

At around 10 pm in mid-June, villagers from Nswazi 
Village in Ward 14 in Bulilima intercepted and detained 
three stock theft suspects driving a herd of nine cattle 
suspected to have been stolen from the village.

The suspects had been troubling the community for a 
long time but somehow they kept evading the police. 
Cleopas Nleya who was among the interceptors says 
villagers eagerly took turns to guard the suspects 
overnight intending to Madlambuzi Police Station, 15 
kilometres away.

However, while escorting the suspects to the police 

station they fled. 

For villagers in Bulilima, the long-distance between 
villages and police stations has allowed crime to 
continue unabated, many live in fear of being the next 
victim of crime. Efforts to conduct citizens' arrests 
come with their challenges, Nleya notes.  

“We set out early in the morning because the police 
station is about 15 kilometres away from our village. 
I was escorting the suspects together with three other 
villagers and a member of the neighbourhood watch 
committee. Along the way, we were stopping to rest as 
the distance is long.”

“We had passed the halfway mark when we stopped 
to rest underneath a tree shade. I stepped aside with 
a fellow villager leaving the suspects under the care of 
our counterparts.” 



“Two of them started dozing off and 
the suspects took advantage of the 
situation to flee. We tried to pursue 
them but we were failed as we were 
exhausted.”
Cleopas Nleya, one of the stock theft interceptors  

Bongani Mguni who was also escorting the suspects 
says the trio took advantage of the thick bushes in 
the area to outsmart them. They however, proceeded 
to Madlambuzi Police Station to report what had 
transpired and the police promised to investigate the 
matter, noting that they did not have the resources to 
conduct a search party. 

“Initially after we had apprehended the suspects we 
called the police with the hope that they would send a 
vehicle to collect them but they told us that they didn’t 
have a vehicle. We couldn’t board a public service 
vehicle with the suspects as we didn’t have the money 
to pay for them that’s why we resorted to walking,” 
he says.

Mguni says they returned to their village in the evening 
bearing the sad news that the suspects had fled.

Violet Nyathi from Ward 16 in the Dombolefu area in 
Bulilima says most of the time they do not bother to 
report crimes as they have to travel about 30 kilometres 
to reach Plumtree Police Station which is the nearest 
police base. She says as a result their area has a lot of 
crime.

“We hardly see police officers in our area. We hear 
that police conduct patrols within communities but 
they rarely come to our village. Criminals have taken 
advantage of these gaps and have turned our area into 
a crime hotspot. 

“We have a lot of rape, robbery, 
assault, stock theft and murder cases. 
People in our area don’t even bother 
to report some of the cases.”
Violet Nyathi, Bulilima villager 

While the Zimbabwe Republic Police has expressed its 

commitment towards effectively serving the public and 
reducing crime their visibility within rural communities 
remains limited. According to the Zimbabwe 
Vulnerability Assessment Committee (ZimVAC) 2021 
Rural Livelihoods Assessment Report, 47 households 
reported having police services that were reachable 
within one hour. Access to Victim Friendly Services also 
remains low with 39 per cent of the rural community 
having access to the service.

Criminals are taking advantage of police absence in the area. 
Graphic by Shouse Law

A village head from Ngoma B Village in Gwanda, 
Dumisani Dube says criminals are taking advantage 
of limited police presence to commit offences. He says 
villagers from his area can go for many days without 
seeing a police officer in the area.

Dube says there is a need for more police bases to be 
opened to reduce crime. He says the rural folk also 
need to feel safe knowing that the police are close by 
to protect them.

“Each year the ZRP recruits and employs police officers. 
Can we see the fruits of these recruitments by seeing 
more police bases opened in rural areas? Instead of 
overcrowding existing bases can they be deployed to 
new bases,” he adds. 



ESIGODINI

Impoverished Youth Turn 
To Crime For Survival

by Nqobile Bhebhe

For many young people in Matabeleland 
South, the economic opportunities accessed 
by their parents in yesteryears are a fleeting 
dream, to make ends, many are crossing lines. 

Edmore Dube (65) of Habane Township, Esigodini 
worked for 31 years for several citrus farming 
companies and had a modest lifestyle.

The citrus farm was a thriving business concern that 
employed scores of locals around Esigodini, youths 
included.
 
However, the 2000s land reform program that resulted 
in the invasion of one orange plantation cost many 
jobs, changing their living conditions forever. 

“Life was good back then. I earned 
what I could say was decent pay and 
never knew that money can just lose 
its buying power.”
Edmore Dube, Esigodini villager reflects 

Dube reminisce the lush orange trees wand wondrous 
sight for travellers along the Bulawayo-Beitbridge 
highway, but also how everything dried up, following 
the farm invasion.

Economic and political survey reports released in June 
paint a gloomy economic situation. Some respondents 
indicated that economic conditions are ‘bad’ and the 
country is headed in the wrong direction. 

An Afro Barometer survey conducted between 16 April 
and 1 May 2021 says “only slightly more than one-



third are optimistic about the coming year,” adding 
“going without enough food and a cash income was 
more common in rural areas”.

Dube identifies with those who make do “without 
enough food” saying this is driving residents especially 
the youth to crime.

According to the Zimbabwe National Statistics Agency 
(ZIMSTAT), the June poverty datum line for an individual 
in Matabeleland South was pegged at ZWL$3,463.19 
deemed enough to purchase both non-food and food 
items in order not to be classified as poor.

Although the figure is the lowest when compared with 
Matabeleland North’s ZWL$4, 663, 19 and ZWL$4, 
251, 17 in Bulawayo, Dube’s son Moffatt says life is 
unbearable in Esigodini.

“We are struggling as youths,” says Moffatt (28). “The 
only way out of this poverty is petty crime.

“Most of my colleagues are into crime, 
breaking into residents’ houses and 
shops. Some daring one’s are now 
targeting livestock which offers quick 
sales”
Moffatt Dube, a 28-year-old 

Moffatt does not foresee himself landing a decent job 
as his father did in the 80s when opportunities were 
plenty, and the economy was booming.

“I have resisted attempts to join other youths in 
illegal gold panning. It’s lucrative but very risky,” adds 
Moffatt. 

The history of farming as a thriving venture employing 
most people many years ago is unbelievable to him, 
“there is no evidence of it,” he says. 
 
Esigodini is a district rich in gold deposits, attracting 
many panners from across the country.

In its latest report on Zimbabwe, the World Bank said 
the country would record modest 3.9% growth this 
year before rising to 5.1% and 5% next year and in 

2023.

“Growth of GDP is projected to reach 3.9 per cent in 
2021, a significant improvement compared to 2020, 
led by a recovery in agriculture, as well as improved 
electricity generation from replenished hydroelectric 
reservoirs, and slower than expected inflation”.

While Moffatt has ruled out gold panning, Musawenkosi 
Mahlangu of Umzingwane has been eking a living from 
digging the earth for the precious mineral for the past 
two years. 

“There is no option. Gold panning is now my only way 
out of poverty. In the past two years, I have managed 
to build a two-roomed house in Esigodini,” Mahlangu 
says.

Many other youths have since engaged in illegal gold panning. 
Image by NewsDay

Mahlangu, however, concedes that gold panning 
activities are damaging the environment, farming 
fields and contaminating water bodies with chemicals 
such as mercury. He says once there is a gold rush in 
a particular area, they quickly abandon their current 
sites and head for the new one, leaving unreclaimed 
open pits.

“There would be no time to fill up the holes we would 
have dug up. We don’t want to waste time on old sites 
giving other people to peg what might be lucrative 
sites”.

Over the years, Umzingwane villagers have expressed 
concern about the high crime rate in the district with 
most of the cases blamed on undocumented illegal 
gold panners.



A Zimbabwe Republic Police base has since been 
opened at Umzingwane district’s ward 19 following 
increased violent crimes, notable armed robberies, 
murder and assault.

The Member of Parliament for Umzingwane 
Constituency Levi Mayihlome is of the view that a 
collective approach is a key to curbing crime.

“We need to work together as a constituency to fight 
crime. I have always called for that approach,” he says.

As the crime rate increases, Dube does not see any 
benefit of his province being the least expensive.

“The truth is food is expensive here and I wonder how 
surveys are conducted. That amount [ZWL$4, 663, 19] 
can hardly last two weeks”.

 



SPECIAL REPORT

Bhale Community Takes 
Initiative To Build Own 

Dam 

by Lethokuhle Nkomo

With the support of a non-governmental 
organisation, the community, secluded from 
the rest of the world may soon have a water 
source nearby.

Seventeen kilometres east of Hwange town, along 
the Hwange–Dete highway lies a hushed community 
that is far from the madding crowd. Travelling to this 
community which is known as Bhale village is not 
easy; the bumpy, rocky road which meanders across 
the mountains leads to the community where there is 
no clinic neither is there a school nor a water source.

It is in this community where the spirit of oneness for 
development still exists. The village which is dominated 

by IsiDombe speaking people, a Tonga dialect has seen 
better days. The villagers, young and old, have come 
together to build a dam, an infrastructural development 
project which has taken ages for the responsible 
authority to do.

Bhale village is characterized by many Baobab and 
Mopani trees that scatter around the village, a sign 
that the area receives little or no rainfall yearly and the 
aridity leads to hunger.

Although the village is not easily accessible due to the 
very bad state of the roads, a visit by The Citizen Bulletin 
to the village opened our eyes to grasp that innovation 
is possible regardless of geographic location. 



From as early as 6 a.m. women and young 
girls dig sand and push wheelbarrows full 
of materials used in constructing the dam, 
like ants they collaborate and are united to 

achieve one goal of development. 

“The construction of the dam has become a community 
project which everyone wants to see succeed, it is 
everyone goal that we come here as early as possible 
to build this dam,” says Luke Mudimba

“We were fortunate that this year we had a lot of 
rain for the first time in so many decades, the heavy 
rains resulted in a huge water pond which we are now 
upgrading to a dam,” says  Mudimba who is part of 
the team building the dam.

Water pond which is being upgraded to a dam. Image by The 
Citizen Bulletin

With the help of the World Vision, the community is 
building the dam using their manpower for household 
use as well as a water source for their livestock.

“We have lost our livestock due to the lack of a water 
source in our village, therefore to help our livestock we 
drive our cattle to the Gwayi River for water,” he adds.

Gwayi River is more than 20 kilometres away from 
the village and driving the cattle for those kilometres 
compromises the health of the livestock.

“Driving the cattle to Gwayi River further exposes 
our livestock to wild animals which usually attack the 
animals since we co-habit with wild such as hyenas 
and lions.”

Although the Bhale community is under the Hwange 
rural district council, the community blames the local 
authority who they say it has turned a deaf ear towards 
their grievances.

“Most people don’t want to come to 
us because it is difficult to access us, 
I am surprised you managed to come, 
the road is just too bad and there is 
no network, no clinic and no school, I 
sometimes wonder if the rest of the 
world really know that we exist here.”
Lovemore Mudenda, another villager helping in the 
dam construction

“We had to take the matter of dam construction into 
our own hands and do it ourselves because our local 
authorities have given us deaf ears, they cannot hear 
us. We are grateful that the World vision organization 
is extending their helping hand to us,” he adds.

Meanwhile, Hwange World Vision Area Development 
manager, Mr Lovemore Nyoni says the organization is 
helping the Bhale community in constructing the dam 
as an intervention on the effects of climate change.

“Hwange is a very arid area receiving less rainfall 
for agriculture resulting in food insecurity, now 
the establishment of the dam brings dignity and 
sustainability,” says Nyoni.

Farming in this area is crucial, women grow sorghum 
extensively while the men are more focused on rearing 
the cattle and making sure they drive the livestock 
to safer greener pastures. Although the community 
is yearning for development, they are still lagging in 
development.

“Our village is peaceful and united, but one thing 
we desire to see, is our community having a source 
of water, a clinic and a school which will benefit our 
children and our future generations,” says Bengani 
Mathe an elderly woman from Bhale.

The community is constructing a dam with a reservoir 
of 100 000m3, the dam will provide water for more 
than 200 households in the Bhale community.




