Myths Stifle Local
COVID-19 Response

Solutions, Please!

There is a whole school of thought that citizens from the greater region of Matabeleland are
crybabies. Perhaps this is the best time to prove naysayers wrong — we need solution-oriented
narratives now more than before.
BY DIVINE DUBE, Editorial Director

Local Fix is more than just a column; it's a platform
for sharing and using the information our communities
need to become agents of good governance and social
progress. We want to partner with you — our readers,
followers and supporters — in something audacious:
reigniting civic discourse through solution-focused
Recently, we wrote about the hullabaloo triggered storytelling.
by the grade seven results after several schools in
Matabeleland performed dismally in the country’s Reaching The Impossible Generation
public examinations. We also predicted that the debate
would not trigger any meaningful action, just like many In Feb., we launched a COVID-19-themed essay
others we have followed. We were right!
competition for secondary and high school pupils from
I have lost track of the number of WhatsApp and
Facebook groups I have been added to in the past
decade, in which the idea is to rant about challenges
affecting the greater region of Matabeleland.

Our pessimism raises the question: Do Matabeleland
citizens have solutions to problems they face? Maybe
they do, or perhaps they don't. That's why we are
introducing a new column, Local Fix, where we invite
our audience members to explore not just problems
but solutions to some of the pressing challenges our
communities face.

the greater region of Matabeleland. The response
was initially sluggish, but as the deadline drew closer,
more submissions came through, shooting above one
hundred, a majority from girls.
Our idea was not just to (re)ignite storytelling
amongst young audiences. Instead, we also wanted
to spark interest in news and, by extension, civic

engagement amongst uninitiated young citizens. Like or participate in any of our community journalism
other newsrooms, we are always seeking new ways to initiatives, email editor@thecitizenbulletin.co.zw or
connect with new audiences, especially millennials.
send a WhatsApp chat to +263 7 18636459. We would
like to hear from you.
We learnt some valuable lessons from the essay contest,
which we plan to use to engage younger audiences
better as we continue to establish our presence in
Matabeleland, the region we serve. For now, here are
some of our key takeaways:
Listen: Most newsrooms talk about young audiences,
not with them. When we spoke with pupils on WhatsApp
about what they would like to read in our bi-weekly
newsletter, we received a dozen of responses — more
than we expected. From this conversation, we learnt
that we could produce audience-first news products if
we actively engage, listen, and use input from young
audiences to make editorial decisions.
Find them where they are: Most news outlets and
publishers fail to understand this: producing good
content is one thing; finding the right channel to
distribute the content is another. Our recent interaction
with the young essayists has cajoled us to consider
ways to reach young audiences using native platforms
such as Instagram and Facebook, not just WhatsApp,
which they sometimes find boring.
Lastly, experiment: The best way to engage young
audiences is to catch them by surprise. Millennials
like not just surprises but experiments. At The Citizen
Bulletin, experimentation means rethinking the news
agenda that many young people find repetitive,
coming up with new formats and changing the overly
"negative" tone of voice. In future, we plan to engage
young storytellers as part of our efforts to reinvigorate
our content to appeal to millenials.
Going forward, the essay writing competition will be a
permanent feature of our community-building efforts. In
the future, we also plan to launch deliberate strategies
to reach more young audiences and turn them into
engaged consumers and creators of our news products.
We've learnt in one way or another that young people
are a critical segment of our audiences. So, building a
sustainable relationship with them is vital.
If you would like to contribute to the Local Fix Column

HWANGE

Editor’s Choice

Illegal Truck Stop Fuels
‘Child Prostitution’
Following the resurfacing of an unregulated
Truckstop, young girls of school-going age
have become commercial sex workers in
Hwange. The community is at loggerheads
on who to blame—even the solution remains
unclear.

for a “piece job”. They knock at the windows of
truckers, asking the middle-aged truck drivers if they
need any help with washing clothes or cooking. They
are offered the piece jobs, but the “jobs” often extend
to sexual services.

Cinderella residents who stay next to the truck stop
have raised concerns that the unregulated truck stop
The return of the Hwange Truck Stop is exposing young
has become a source of pain and irritation for the
girls to sexually transmitted diseases and unwanted
community of Hwange.
pregnancies. This situation has become a thorn in the
flesh for residents in Cinderella Township and Hwange
“Young girls are indulging in sexual
town as a whole.
by Lethokuhle Nkomo

activities with these truckers. They
are seen roaming around the trucks
pretending to be selling some food
and looking for piece jobs.”

Girls of school-going age are getting involved in
sex-work for as little as US$1 as they join a growing
community of commercial sex workers driven by
poverty. The girls ranging from the age 12-16 years
move around to the truck stop in the name of searching One concerned Hwange resident

The situation is even worse now that the girls are not “The pandemic has left a trail of challenges which
constantly going to school. Community leaders have include poverty and having an increase of child-headed
urged the youths to stay away from the trucking area. families in Hwange. The recent research we carried
showed that child prostitution has led to several
“The youth need to focus on their future and desist teenage unwanted pregnancies; hence these children
from getting involved with these truck drivers,” says end up failing to attend school lessons,” says Madondo.
Pastor Mike Maphosa.
Madondo blames organisations that advocate for
The truck stop, which was once closed down by the protecting children’s rights saying the organisations
Colliery Company after turning out to be a health and and their programs are not fully equipping them.
environmental hazard-- attracts truckers and mechanics
“As programmers, we are failing because some
known as amaGokwe because of their origin.
programs try to implement Children’s Rights but create
Greater Hwange Residents Trust Chairman Fidelis Chima problems instead of solving problems. Children are
says there is a need for Hwange Colliery Company to now taking their rights wrongly. If we say they have
regulate trucks’ movement and ensure that haulage the rights to health and education, it doesn’t mean
they have the right to use their bodies wrongly. They
trucks park at enclosed parking areas.
are rushing for sexual activities and forgetting their
“The Truckstop has become hazardous to the community consequences,” she says.
of Hwange both environmentally and socially, the
number of young girls alleged to be engaging in sexual “In our programs, we should improve
activities by truck drivers is alarming and disturbing and give children proper education
hence Hwange Colliery Company needs to act before
so that they make a well-informed
more harm has been done,” says Chima.

decision as a result.”

Hopeville Zimbabwe, an organisation that deals with
children’s rights have expressed their concern over
the Truckstop resurfacing; saying there should be an
awareness campaign over the several challenges that
could result from the continued existence of the truck
stop.

Catherine Madondo, Women Coalition of Zimbabwe
Hwange Chapter
“In Hwange, child prostitution is just too much; I
recently handled a case of a grade six learner who
claimed to be happy with the 32 yearly old Truck driver.
The child said she was happy with him and threatened
to commit suicide if we continued discouraging their
sexual relationship, that on its own is just a tip of
how these children behave when it comes to sexual
activities,” she says.

“The Truck Inn should be closed and monitored for any
use. Secondly, there is a need for awareness campaigns
against child abuse to owners of that place and users,
anyone below the age of 18 should not be allowed to
hang around Truck Inn, and there should be controlled
entrance and exit points to monitor and control the Child prostitution is a crime in Zimbabwe, but the
young girls,” says Ruth Bikwa the Director of Hopeville nature of its occurrence makes it difficult for officials
to keep accurate statistics.
Zimbabwe Children’s Rights organisation.
Bikwa says it is everyone’s responsibility to ensure
children are safe at homes, streets and everywhere else
because child protection is everyone’s responsibility.
Women Coalition of Zimbabwe Hwange Chapter
Catherine Madondo says the impact of COVID-19 has
fuelled the increase of ‘child prostitution’ in Hwange.

Mining Activities, Rains,
Destroy Hwange Roads
Activities by miners and heavy rains have left
Hwange roads in a dilapidated state.
by Lethokuhle Nkomo

Motorists travelling to the Zambezi River drive
dangerously slow on the pothole patched road; they
avoid crashing into pothole ditches which seem to be
expanding daily.
One cannot tell if the road is still tarred or not. But
the once tarred road is just now black because of coal
pebbles that are regularly dropped by speeding hauling
trucks going to the Hwange Thermal Station daily. It
used to take only 30 minutes to drive to Zambezi River,
but on this dusty black road with potholes, motorists
now take 1hour 30 minutes or more to Zambezi River.
The District Development Fund (DDF) says this rainy
season the rains destroyed 150 kilometres of roads.
Simultaneously, Hwange motorists and residents
accuse mining activities in the periphery of Hwange
town of destroying the Zambezi - Deka road, cutting
off the road network that links villages to the mining

town.
The Acting Provincial District Development Fund
(DDF) coordinator, Jacob Ndlovu, says DDF has 2 300
kilometres of road networks in the province of which
most of the roads have been destroyed by the rains
rendering some areas inaccessible.
Ndlovu says they are in the process of repairing the St
Mary’s-Luseche road in the Hwange district, which is
the main artery linking people from Luseche.
“With this COVID-19, we need to make sure that
villagers can access medical services wherever they
are. Ambulances need to move safely on these roads,”
he says
Ndlovu says ZINARA has allocated $10 million to
refurbish the roads, although they need $150 million
to redo all the province’s damaged roads.
Nekabandama, Ward 12 Councilor, Jowanisi Tshuma
says the 39-km St Mary’s-Luseche has cut off the

Luseche villagers from the rest of the world.

and irrigation activities in Binga and Hwange districts.

“Villagers in Luseche are unable to
move to Champepho Village to collect
their farming inputs because the
roads are bad.”

Hwange resident Peterson Ncube says the miners’
activities are an eyesore and have disconnected the
town from investors who want to utilise the SEZ for
economic benefits.

Jowanisi Tshuma, Ward 12 councillor

“That area attracts tourism investors and is a part of
the Special Economic Zone, but the miners are ripping
In addition to the rains, mining activities have played off that road which links us to investors,” he says.
a role in destroying the roads in Hwange. Two mining
companies, Galpex and Zimbali, operating along the Makwa Village head Benard Ncube argues the miners
Zambezi -Deka road, are being accused of destroying a are causing more damage than development, and their
six-kilometre stretch by locals.
efforts for sanity to prevail have been lost to deaf ears.
The road, which is known for having massive potholes
resulting from hauling trucks from the Chinese
companies, has become a death trap for villagers and
domestic animals living along the Deka and Zambezi
road.

“This is the fourth time we have confronted the miners,
but they always refer us to people who do not even
listen to our pleas. They don’t care about how we feel,
and they have taken away our rights to use the road,”
says the village head.
Motorists who use the Deka-Zambezi route echo
similar sentiments, saying the miners operating in the
peripheries should repair the road, which is now a
dangerous road to drive on.

Part of Deka road: Chinese companies are accused of damaging
the road through mining and hauling activities. Image by Cite

“The miners should repair the road before we start
losing lives from the bad road. ZUPCO and other
vehicles move using that road, but it is now a death
trap for motorists and passengers. These mines should
consider repairing the road,” says Lawrence Ncube,
one of the motorists.

However, a representative from Galpex could not
Deka Road links Hwange Town to the Zambezi River, shoulder the blame but assured the villagers and
connects to Victoria Falls via Jambezi, and proceeds to residents that they would consider repairing the road
Binga along the Zambezi River.
beginning in April 2021, although they blamed previous
miners in the area for the damage.
Destruction of the stretch blocks villagers from linking
the Victoria Falls-Hwange-Binga Special Economic
Zone (SEZ) demarcated by Zimbabwe’s government.
The SEZ capacitates tourism, agriculture and mining
as it includes integrating the natural environment,
current ecotourism activities and requirements of the
World Heritage Status; thus, villagers feel left out.
Access to the SEZ benefits the villagers by enhancing
their tourism products and integrating other mining

VICTORIA FALLS

Vaccine Scepticism May
Stall Tourism Sector
Victoria Falls, a city affected at great lengths
by COVID-19, has enough vaccine doses to
cover its adult population. However, there are
fewer takers.
by Bokani Mudimba

While the Zimbabwean government rolled a mass
vaccination of all eligible citizens in Victoria Falls,
marking the start of the second phase of vaccination
in the country, conspiracies have grown about the
Sinopharm vaccine.

countries are making noise about
these vaccines? This is a fuse they
want to put in people to kill us slowly.”
Crispen Khumalo, Vic-Falls businessman

“Kenya is also a tourism country, but they are not
taking the vaccines; there is a danger of eliminating us
here,” Khumalo says.

The government received a combined 4,5 million
doses of Sinopharm and Sinovac vaccines through
Crispen Khumalo (66), a senior citizen and businessman procurement and donation from China, while others
in the city where he runs a tour operating company, will come from Russia and India.
questions the vaccine’s efficacy levels and government
intention when other countries seem to delay the roll- The country has been using Sinopharm, whose efficacy
is more than 70 per cent and is ranked number one
out.
globally.

“Why must we celebrate when other

One of Victoria Falls councillors, Edmore Zhou, told
a meeting organised to mobilise residents for the People with chronic diseases have to be checked by a
vaccination that he was sceptical about the vaccine.
medical doctor to assess if a condition is under control.
“One wonders why they left Harare to come and
vaccinate people in Victoria Falls. They should have
launched there in Harare if there is nothing sinister
about it,” Zhou said.

Church and political leaders were invited to be a part of
the launch where President Mnangagwa received his
first dose of Sinopharm vaccine to appeal to community
influencers to be able to convince their constituencies
to vaccinate.

The government selected to roll out the mass
vaccination in Victoria Falls, citing that it’s the country’s Social media has played a part in the spread of
flagship city.
conspiracy theories on the vaccine. Some believe once
vaccinated, one is inserted with a chip linked to the
religious 666 beasts. Simultaneously, many say the
vaccine is yet to be approved in China, and Zimbabwe
is only carrying out trials on people.
Victoria Falls Combined Residents Association chairman
Kelvin Moyo says residents have been exposed to
misinformation.
“There is a need for massive information supply to
dispel the notion that is in people because so far many
President Mnangagwa has received his first shot of the Chinese have made the decision not to vaccinate following
Sinovac COVID-19 vaccine. Image by President of Zimbabwe
the spread of falsehoods of social media. Let’s craft
messages educating people in local languages to dispel
President Mnangagwa got his jab in Victoria Falls, the conspiracy theories,” Moyo says.
where he is honoured as the ‘first citizen’ after being
given Freedom of the City in December last year.
City Mayor councillor Somvelo Dlamini concurs that
there is rampant misinformation about the vaccine but
The anticipation was for all residents of the resort city urges residents to consider taking the jab as the only
to embrace the vaccination exercise because they are hope for tourism revival.
the hardest hit by the pandemic, which left more than
three-quarters of the population jobless following “There are conspiracies, but the
the hospitality industry’s closure due to low business.
Over 90 per cent of Victoria Falls population directly or health officials have assured us that
it is safe.”
indirectly works in tourism.
Somvelo Dlamini, the City Mayor councillor who was
The government set aside enough doses to cover the vaccinated soon after President Mnangagwa
adult population in Victoria Falls, targeting about 30
000 people judging by the population, which was 33 Some residents said they only had to vaccinate after
000 in the 2012 census and believed to be just above being told that the card given after the jab will be used
as a passport for travelling and getting employment.
40 000 now.
Minors below 18, pregnant women and breastfeeding Health and Child Care Deputy Minister Dr John
mothers are not being vaccinated for fear of affecting Mangwiro encouraged residents to challenge
babies and because the drug has not been tried on conspiracy theorists.
children.

Some Vic-Falls residents got the jab only to get the card which
carried with it conspiracy theories. Image by AP

“Vaccination could become the future digital passport
as the country that you are visiting may want the
COVID-19 green card as a passport. The issue is still
unfolding, and employers may also want people who
are vaccinated.”
When mass vaccination targeting ordinary citizens
started, only about 800 frontline workers had been
vaccinated in Hwange district in a month from a target
of 4 000. Many were sceptical about the dose due to
misinformation.
The first day of mass vaccination also saw only 600
being jabbed, and numbers have been growing steadily
afterwards.
During the launch in Victoria Falls, President
Mnangagwa challenged citizens to accept the dose and
shun vaccine hesitancy, misinformation and negative
conspiracy theories.

MATABELELAND

Why Networking,
Collaboration Is Important
For Local Artists

To propagate their skills and their businesses, stables and egos.
Matabeleland artists need to interact and
It is normal to find comedians, thespians, musicians,
collaborate, writes Thabani H. Moyo.
poets, writers, painters and sculptors sticking to their
by Thabani H. Moyo
known groups and not mixing.
A child who does not travel will always think their
This sectarianism limits artists in terms of coming up
mother is the best cook, goes an African proverb.
with new projects. It will be interesting to see how a
Equally true, an artist who just stays in his line will short film maker from Plumtree can collaborate with
always think they are the best in their craft and they a theatre producer in Hwange to come up with a new
product that synthesizes the two art forms.
know it all.
In this instalment, we will focus on networking and Audiences would love to consume a work of art
that synthesises imbube and hip hop music. In 2016
creating synergies.
the Poet Philani Amadeus Nyoni collaborated with
There is a need for open mindedness in the circles of Naughty By Nature to produce Diary of Madness
arts. Currently the sector is divided according to genres, which infused Theatre, Film and Poetry. The experiment

was very successful. Collaborations and Networks
can bring about new and amazing products through
experimenting with new ideas but we feel local artists
are currently reluctant to try out new arts formats.
They forget that doing the same thing the same way will
never get you new results. It will seem that our artists
are reluctant to network and collaborate because they
look down upon each other. Vusa Mkhaya recently
collaborated with Bulawayo artists and they produced
a beautiful piece about Bulawayo. More of these are
needed.

very promising projects. We have those artists who
are already high up there but seem not willing to pull
others along. This stagnates artistic growth within the
region. When an artist lifts those around them they
also lift themselves up in the process.
Networking has depository and withdrawal effects. By
working with others you prepare the ground for future
projects. Those who watch soccer will tell you of a
famous “you will never walk alone” song.

Working together for collective success must be
encouraged in our region. It’s not only limited to creating
The appreciation of the next creative seems to be new plays, songs but also involves putting project
lacking. It is time for all Matabeleland artists to bracket proposals to different organisations and funders. As a
preconceived ideas and prejudices that they might be region Matabeleland needs something in the format of
having towards each other.
Arterial Networks where creative from different genres
come together for a purpose of sharing opportunities.
Instead, they must reach out and be willing to learn
new skills. However, in reaching out, creatives need to Networking is as old as humanity and today artists
develop a good mind-set. Good intentions should be can take advantage of advancement in the area
the backbone of networking and collaboration. Iyasa of communication. Individualism and self-serving
is one good example of an arts organisation that has approaches will never bring the much desired success
collaborated with local artists like Khuxxman, Skuza, in the local arts industry.
Jah Prayzah with good outcomes. Iyasa has gone on to
network with theatre groups in Europe.
The Iyasa brand is what it is today because of the
networks that it has managed to create. Iyasa has
managed to produce works like Mother Africa and
Black and White Aren’t no colours were a result of
networking.
That sense of picking out well-meaning collaborations
should be cultivated and guarded against linking with
creatives whose sole agenda is to destroy. There are
some artists who are out to harvest information from
others and use it to their advantage.
Dishonesty is one of the cancers that are eating our
creatives. So, even though networking is good for the
arts industry to thrive there is always that need to be
careful about who you are choosing to network with.
Many associations like Bulawayo Association of Drama
Groups have come up and collapsed because of lack of
trust. Some associations just exist as briefcase entities.
Deceitfulness leads to quarrels and abandonment of

GWANDA

Congested Schools: A
Health Time Bomb Amid
COVID-19
Schools have re-opened for 2021, but for The School Development Committee (SDC) Chairperson
those with poor infrastructure, are pupils and of Koodvale Primary, Michael Ndlovu, says they had to
teachers safe from COVID-19?
create a learning space for the children walking long
distances to schools in neighbouring wards.

by Amanda Ncube

With schools already open amid the COVID-19
pandemic, learners are expected to maintain social
distancing to curb the spread of the coronavirus.
This will be difficult to implement in most schools
in Matabeleland South Province, where learners are
congested.
One such school is Koodvale Primary School in Ward
22 in Gwanda, where learners from Grade 1 to 7 share
three classrooms.

The school constructed one classroom block with three
classrooms. ECD learners would have their lessons
under a tree. Grade 1 to 3 used one class while Grade
4 and 5 learners also used another, and Grade 6 and 7s
would also share a classroom.
Now, they have also converted a hall nearby into a
school.

“We have managed to split the classes
so that learners alternate learning

days, but we are unable to meet the Examination classes opened on the 15th of March,
recommended standard of 35 learners while the rest of the classes opened on the 22nd of
March 2021.
per class.”

Michael Ndlovu, SDC Chairperson of Koodvale Primary Matabeleland South Provincial Education Director
Lifias Masukume is also concerned about congestion
“Some of our classes have 50 to 60 pupils because of in the province.
limited learning space,” he says.
Gwanda Urban needs three more primaries and two
Ndlovu says he is uncertain of the pupils’ safety at the secondary schools to decongest existing schools. The
school once there is an outbreak of the pandemic.
town has four primary and two secondary schools.
Talent Dube* a teacher at the school, says it will be
difficult to cover much ground and recover lost time.

“Despite this challenge of congestion,
lessons have to go on, and we are
putting in place strategies to ensure
that pupils learn while remaining
safe.”

“It’s going to be very difficult to recover the time which
learners lost out. We have split the classes into two
groups which means one group learns today, and the
second group comes in the following day, and they are
Lifias Masukume, Provincial Education Director
taught the same concept. Having to teach the same
thing on two consecutive days mean we are losing
Molvin Dube, a member of the Zimbabwe National
valuable time which we hardly have,” she says.
Educators Union (ZINEU), says most schools in the
Province but the entire country have a teacher-pupil
Ndlovu, who is also a parent, says he is uncertain of the
ratio of 1:55 or 60 instead of the recommended 1:30.
safety of his children. He fears that schools will record
He says the situation is even worse in some rural
an outbreak of the pandemic. He feels the government
schools.
must thoroughly monitor schools and allow them to
open, only if they meet the standard requirements of
“For most of our schools, we usually had children sitting
curbing the COVID-19 pandemic.
in rows of two from the front to the back, leaving just
a little space in between. With social distancing, it
means that each class has about 20 pupils. It means
that about half or third of learners in each school are
the ones who can learn,” he says.
Dube says decongesting classrooms will mean that
teachers will have an extra workload as they will need
to split their classes.

Shortage of classrooms has seen some pupils in rural areas
having ‘tree classrooms’. Image by UNICEF

Ward 22 councillor Mary Mpofu says learning space
is a major challenge in schools in her area. She says
pupils are also exposed to poor learning conditions due
to resource constraints.

Dube says there is a need for the government to have
resourced schools with temporary infrastructure which
can be used to decongest classrooms.
“If some learners move outside to decongest
classrooms, what will happen when it rains? Rural
schools don’t have alternative learning spaces except
for maybe boarding schools. If e-learning is used as an
alternative learning platform, then the rural child will
be left out. The education system introduced during

the pandemic period shouldn’t leave out any child,”
he says.
Dube says there is also a need for the government to
assist schools with funds and equipment to prepare for
the reopening of schools amid the pandemic.
“The income of schools mainly comes from school fees,
and schools have been closed for a long time. In the
short time that schools opened at the end of last year,
some parents didn’t pay fees. This means that some
schools are opening with nothing in their coffers, which
means they won’t manage to buy essential resources
for the pandemic such as sanitisers, PPEs, among other
things,” he says.
Dube feels the government should have consulted
unions first before announcing an opening date for
schools. He fears schools will become a COVID-19
hotspot again.
Ministry of Primary and Secondary Education
spokesperson Taungana Ndoro says several schools in
the country are indeed congested; however, they have
to be innovative.
“We have been on a monitoring drive to ensure that
even the congested schools adhere to the World Health
Organisation (WHO) protocols and guidelines from the
Ministry of Health and Child Care on the prevention
and management of COVID-19. We have encouraged
innovation in some of these schools to ensure that they
utilise other spaces to ensure social distancing and also
to have alternative timetables,” he says
Ndoro says there will be rotational schools’ attendance
in classes where learners cannot exercise social
distancing. On the days’ pupils are not at school, they
will be engaged through open distance learning and
e-learning.

Overcrowded, Unfulfilled
Promises: The Story of
Jahunda Residents
After decades of living in crowded and squalid
conditions, Jahunda residents make fresh calls
for help amid COVID-19.

hostel or to seek sleeping space from neighbours.

“Sometimes my wife sleeps in the
room together with our daughters
by Amanda Ncube
As night time draws near Obert Moyo* mounts a aged 5 and 8 while I sleep outside
shack just outside the door of his one-roomed hostel with the boys who are aged 10, 16
in Jahunda, for him and his three sons to sleep in.
and 19.”
Obert Moyo*, a father to five children
The hostel which has been his home for the past
eight years is not enough to accommodate him and “It’s really difficult to live under such conditions and
his wife and their five children aged between five and it’s difficult for us to enjoy our conjugal rights as we
19-years-old.
would want so we have to make use of the very limited
opportunities we get,” says Moyo.
To resolve the problem he sometimes sleeps outside
with his three boys while his wife and two daughters Moyo says they bath in the room in a big dish. When
sleep in the room.
an elderly family member is bathing or getting dressed
the others have to wait outside for the sake of privacy.
It becomes really difficult for them when it rains as
they are forced to all squeeze into that one-roomed Moyo says he cannot have relatives or friends visiting

overnight as they do not have space to accommodate
homes for them as promised.
them. He says they spend most of their time outdoors
to avoid congestion in the house but it becomes very During the prevailing COVID-19 pandemic some of the
difficult when it rains.
residents have been arrested by the police for violating
the curfew after being seen moving around at night
“There is hardly space to move around when we are all while on their way to the toilets.
in the house. Especially now that it’s raining daily we
have to cook in that room and sit in that room which Nomsa Khumalo says the living conditions are harsh but
already has furniture,” he says.
she cannot afford to find alternative accommodation.
Khumalo who stays with her young brother and three
Moyo is one of the residents occupying the hostels children says she has an arrangement with a neighbour
owned by the council that were built about 70 years for some of her children to sleep there.
back. They pay $800 a month for rentals.
“The toilets are really filthy, just walking past them is
torture because of the unbearable smell and we have
to use them over and over again. Those toilets are not
ideal, especially for children. The rooms that we live
in are in a bad state and at any time the roof might
just collapse on our heads. Having to collect water
from a communal tap isn’t easy especially when you
have a big family. We are expected to wash our hands
regularly to prevent the spread of COVID-19 but it’s
very difficult when you don’t have running water within
your house,” she says.
Municipality of Gwanda developed some of the hostels but the
project came to an end in 1999.

Gwanda Municipality mayor Cllr Njabulo Siziba says a
resolution was passed in 1999 to have the one-roomed
The municipality built the hostels made up of three to
hostels demolished and replaced with three-roomed
four rooms per block with the intention to provide lowhouses. He says the project kicked off and came to an
cost accommodation for its workers and residents. The
end shortly due to financial challenges.
residents cannot develop the houses as they are owned
by the council. Some relocated in a bid to escape the
Under the plan, each household will have an ablution
harsh living conditions while those who are desperate
facility.
have stuck to those rooms with the hope that they
would be turned into homes.
He says they are now revisiting the project to ensure
that it is completed.
The residents rely on filthy community toilets which are
located a few metres from the hostels and collect their
“As a municipality, we are seized with the matter.
water from a community tap. The Gwanda Municipality
We submitted our layout plan for the Jahunda
passed a resolution to develop the hostels into threeredevelopment programme to Harare and we are
roomed houses. The council developed some of the
awaiting approval. We are making continuous followhostels and the project came to an end in 1999.
ups on the matter. Once the plan has been approved
we will start working on developing the area. We will
About 60 families, some with seven
turn some of the hostels into three-roomed houses
members, are still living in those dilapidated while other hostels will be demolished and houses
one-roomed hostels and they are eagerly will be constructed on virgin land which is yet to be
identified,” he says.

waiting for the council to build decent

Gwanda Residents Association secretary for youth,
Wellington Nare says it’s risky for residents to share
common facilities which are not properly maintained
such as toilets especially now during the COVID-19
pandemic.
He says an outbreak of the pandemic in such an area
could cost many lives.
“According to the Constitution everyone has the
right to shelter and decent accommodation and as a
state organ; the municipality has to try by all means
to ensure that the living conditions of the Jahunda
residents are improved. No one should live under such
poor conditions that don’t promote human dignity. As
a nation we have to conform to set standards when it
comes to preserving human rights,” he adds.
Nare says the resident’s association has been engaging
the municipality over the matter for several years
now but to no avail. He says the feedbacks residents
continue to get are empty promises and it is high time
the officials deliver before a major health crisis breaks
out.

COVID-19 SHORT STORY CONTEST WINNERS
On Friday March 26, 2021 The Citizen Bulletin team hosted a luncheon for winners of the COVID-19 writing
contest for students. One of our editorial board members Raisedon Baya graced the event and presented his new
book to one of our winners. We’re proud of our efforts towards community building, not just journalism. Below
is the event in pictures:

Raisedon Baya gives a 15-year-old Charity N. Sithole from Plumtree School, the first prize winner her
award.

In the second position is an 18-year-old Sifiso Ncube from Ihlathi High School in Bulawayo.

In 3rd position is Rolihlahla Nyirenda, a 17-year-old student from Dominican Convent School in Bulawayo.
She also gets a copy of Raisedon Baya’s new book.

GWANDA

A Year Later, Small
Businesses Decimated By
COVID-19 Count Losses
It's been a year since Zimbabwe effected
movement restrictions due to COVID-19. For
many people, the virus has taken more than
their freedom.

her wares out of a shop she was renting in May last
year. She also moved out of a house she was renting a
room in Senondo Suburb and moved into her parent’s
house.

by Amanda Ncube

“I realised that I couldn’t continue
paying rent for a shop which I wasn’t
using. The lockdown affected my
business. I couldn’t fend for my
children anymore as I no longer had a
She could not afford to keep her business afloat due source of income.”
Nothando Ndlovu from Gwanda Town in Matabeleland
South Province was left with no other choice but to
shut down her clothing business which was her only
livelihood source.

to the COVID-19 induced lockdown, where only shops Nothando Ndlovu, a widowed mother of two children
selling essentials were allowed to open.

She says she started selling her stock from home, and
Ndlovu, a widow and mother of two children, moved she was forced to sell it at give-away prices in a bid to

raise money to buy food.
Ndlovu says she is now unable to resuscitate her
business.
Since its outbreak, the COVID-19 pandemic has
put both lives and livelihoods at risk. Some of the
government’s measures to contain the virus’ spread,
such as lockdowns and border restrictions, have
inadvertently affected the food supply chains.
According to the Zimbabwe Vulnerability Assessment Retrenched able bodied men resorted to illegal gold panning to
make a living. Image by Pindula
Committee (ZimVAC), 2020 Urban Livelihoods
Assessment, 84% of households could not meet their
food needs, worsened by the effects of COVID-19 The increase in the proportion of unemployed people
on livelihoods. As part of coping strategies, families depicts the severity of the economic hardships faced by
the households and the negative impacts of COVID-19
reduced the number of meals eaten per day.
and its associated lockdown restrictions.
Twenty-five per cent of households reported reduced
food sources, 21 percent reported reduced sources of According to the report, there is also an increase in
income. Seventeen percent of families suffered the loss the food expenditure ratio from 48,6% in 2019 to 55%
of business income, while about a tenth of households in 2020. This shows an increase in urban household
in the urban areas failed to access basic commodities. poverty and could be attributed to the inflation rates
and income loss due to COVID-19 restrictions.
Other effects of the COVID-19 pandemic on livelihoods
included loss of employment, reduced salaries, Mr Nqobizitha Sibanda, an economic analyst, says
restricted access to agriculture markets, failure to lockdown measures have resulted in the disruption of
many business activities, which has affected livelihoods.
access health facilities and gender based violence.
Jeffrey Sibanda from Gwanda Town found it difficult He says the government needs to put measures to
to put food on the table after he was retrenched from cushion both the formally employed and those in the
informal sector.
work at a local mine due to the COVID-19 pandemic.
“When I lost my job, I had to find any possible means
of making cash. I went around looking for piece jobs,
but it was very difficult, I tried vending, but it also
had its challenges. I even ventured into illegal gold
panning. I did anything that I could to get money and
sold anything to get my hands on. At one point, I had
to sell most of my clothes,” he says.

The COVID-19 induced lockdown has also seen a spike
in prices.
“The cost of living is generally high in the urban areas
when compared to the rural areas. Several households
don’t have income-generating projects, and they rely on
their salaries. The salaries being earned by government
workers are hardly enough to get them by.”

Sibanda is still looking for a job, and in the meantime,
“Many businesses were closed during the lockdown,
he is still doing whatever he can to make ends meet.
and owners were expected to pay rentals while they
were not operational. This was a huge setback for
The ZimVAC report further states that
many, and some of the businesses are yet to recover.
49 per cent of household heads were
People also lost their jobs which means that they don’t
unemployed in 2020 compared to 29 per have a source of income,” he says.

cent from the 2019 survey.

According to the ZimVAC report, the income levels
of urban households were at (ZWL 15 805), which is
way below the total consumption poverty line (ZWL 23
350).
The Zimbabwe dollar’s purchasing power has been
heavily eroded by inflation and the negative economic
effects of COVID-19.
Matabeleland South provincial social welfare officer
Criswell Nyakudya says the number of vulnerable
households in urban areas has drastically increased
due to the COVID-19 pandemic. He says the pandemic
left many homes without a source of income.
Nyakudya says the situation has worsened as some
Non-Governmental Organisations offering food
assistance have pulled out due to the pandemic.
“There is a need for the government to increase the
number of beneficiaries under the drought relief
programme as many families are struggling,” he adds.

UMZINGWANE

Mat South Learners Miss
Out On STEM
Four years after the launch of the Science
Technology Engineering and Mathematics
(STEM) programme, most learners within the
Matabeleland region are yet to benefit from
the program.

2018 to include teachers’ training.

“There is a need to equip learners with knowledge,
skills and values that guarantee economic growth
and increased opportunities for employment creation,
well-rounded citizens who are relevant nationally and
by Lizwe Sebatha
competitive globally,” then President, the late Robert
In 2016, the Ministry of Higher and Tertiary Education Mugabe, said in February 2018 at the STEM relaunch.
introduced a national initiative to boost the study of
However, for most learners in the Umzingwane district
public schools.
in Matabeleland South, STEM is a lived dream as
Under the Science Technology Engineering and the majority of schools in the gold-rich community
Mathematics (STEM) programme, the government have no science laboratories; The Citizen Bulletin has
would sponsor children who would register for science established.
subjects at public schools.
The programme generated much interest but was
briefly suspended in 2017 and re-launched in February

“This is no wonder why our children
fail to secure places at the National

University of Science and Technology Matabeleland has NUST, Lupane State University and
(NUST) for example and end up Gwanda State University. .
choosing gold panning for survival.”
Adrian Moyo, a villager of Sihlengeni communal lands
under Chief Sigola
NUST is approximately 60 kilometres away from
Umzingwane.
Umzingwane is a gold-rich district, characterised by
massive burning of bushes, destruction of vast tracts of
land and river systems by artisanal miners from across
the country searching for the precious mineral.

NUST- approximately 60 kilometres away from Umzingwane.

Locals lament a lack of infrastructural development at
public schools saying there is little to show for the rich
gold deposits in the area as proceeds from the sale of
the precious metal are not invested back in the area.

Before introducing STEM, the Education Ministry said
research had shown a steady decrease of students
taking up science subjects as tertiary level students
flocked to the arts and humanities.

“Sadly, 41 years under Independence, most schools in
the district are still poorly capacitated, our students
continue to fail science subjects at Ordinary Level”,
adds Moyo, whose last-born child is in Form 3 at the
government-run Sihlengeni secondary school.

Among other factors that the Government considered
before initiating the programme was the worrying
trend in higher learning that had in previous years seen
the population of those with STEM qualifications at a
paltry 0.03 per cent.

There are eighteen secondary schools in Umzingwane,
12 of them government-run, with the remainder being
mission or private boarding schools such as Sacred
Heart and Falcon College.

“We have an emphasis on Education 5.0 in this country
and in our region where I come from, particularly my
constituency Umzingwane, we are in dire need of
science education,” Mayihlome emphasises.

Umzingwane legislator Levi Mayihlome on March 24,
took the government to task over the lack of science
laboratories at schools in his district, arguing this
effectively denied learners in his constituency STEM
education.

Education 5.0 entails that university graduates should
be equipped with skills acquisitions that empower them
to become innovative towards societal development
through transformative science and technology
knowledge.

“Honourable Brigadier General (Retired) Mayihlome
asked the minister of Primary and Secondary Education
to inform the house why there is a shortage of science
laboratories at schools in Matabeleland region yet
all three state universities in the region are scienceoriented,” Mayihlome is quoted as having said in the
Parliamentary Hansard of March 24.

The concept seeks to restructure the higher and
tertiary education sector to deliver universities and
college training institutions focused on five missions;
teaching, research, community service, innovation and
industrialisation.

According to Paul Mavima, the Public Service, Labour
and Social Welfare minister, the government notes
The Hansard carries minute detail of proceedings in the importance of STEM but complains that a lack of
Parliament.
resources militates against efforts to capacitate schools
with science laboratories.

“In this particular case and in line with our emphasis
on STEM education and the general aspiration of
joining in the fourth industrial revolution, we would
like to emphasise the availability in our schools of all
the human capital that can help in pushing ahead with
the STEM agenda,” Mavima says.
“We will sit down with the Public Service Commission
as well as the Ministry of Finance and Economic
Development, which is supposed to give us concurrence.
I want to emphasise the importance of the STEM
agenda…to achieve our objectives of industrialising
this country.”
Progressive Teachers Union of Zimbabwe (PTUZ)
secretary-general Raymond Majongwe says the lack
of access to STEM education for rural learners is a
‘national crisis’.
“We want the private sector to come in as it stands
to benefit from that investment. We need to avoid
a situation where only urban students benefit from
STEM, leaving out rural learners. Rural learners are
Zimbabweans too and have a right to STEM,” he adds.

BULILIMA

Quelea Birds Destroy Crops
In Bulilima, crops are at the mercy of quelea Linos Khumalo says the Quelea birds, which can
birds, and sadly, there seems to be no solution decimate a hectare of millet and sorghum crops within
in place.
a few days, threaten the community’s food security.
by Vusindlu Maphosa

“The swarm of these birds, locally
What promised to be a good harvest this year for some known as intaka ebomvu, have
villagers in the Bulilima District of Matabeleland South invaded our community and appear
is turning out to be a nightmare due to invasion by
to have come from neighbouring
destructive Red- Quelea birds.
Botswana.”
Villagers, especially those who grew small grain crops Linos Khumalo, Bulilima villager
such as millet and sorghum in ward ten at Mafa village,
say the birds have invaded their area, causing damage “Irrigation schemes in the neighbouring country
to their crops, their fear yields will reduce significantly. spray the birds as part of their pest control measures,
and this leads them to flee from there, leading to an
The villagers are now resorting to prematurely uncontrollable influx into Zimbabwe,” Khumalo says.

harvesting their crops or spending a lot of time guarding
the fields against the birds’ invasion, taking away most Another villager in the same ward Sikhathele Dube
says they have to wake up quite early to guard their
of their productive time.
crops against the destructive birds.

“These birds have become a menace as they can eat a
whole field within a couple of days. We wake up at 4
am and spend the whole day in the fields to protect our
crops from these birds,” says Dube.

Matabeleland South Acting Provincial Agricultural
officer Mkhunjulelwa Ndlovu promised to find out
about the birds’ menace from the Bulilima District
Agritex officers.

“This has hastened some of us to harvest our crops in “I will check with the district, but the Zimbabwe
fear of losses.”
National Parks and Wildlife Authority should be
consulted to control the birds,” he says.
Never Ndlovu says it has been a nightmare to chase
away the birds which often flee to a different section ZimParks spokesperson Tinashe Farawo says the
of the fields, but his only solution, for now, is counter- problems of wildlife-human conflict are all over,
productive.
and the affected communities must always alert the
department whenever they encounter such issues.
“It is not easy to deal with these birds because when
you are on the other side of the fields, the birds swarm “When communities see wildlife in their areas, they
to the other side, and you will spend the whole day must reach out to us, and when that is done, we always
moving up and down. So I end up taking several family reach the areas in time to avert the situation,” Farawo
members to guard the fields at different positions, says.
which means all other work gets stagnant,” he says.
The Food Agricultural Organisation states that for
thousands of years, subsistence farmers in sub-Saharan
Africa have been at the mercy of the Red-billed Quelea
bird, sky-blackening flocks of the tiny “feathered
locust” still decimate fields across the continent.

Villagers spend time in the fields scaring marouding birds to
save their crops. Image by New Humanitarian

The organisation notes that Quelea populations are
notoriously robust. Millions of birds are killed every
year, but “reducing their numbers is highly problematic
since they are highly mobile and have few natural
predators while they breed extremely fast.”

“Man has been unable to make a serious impact despite
the arsenal of weapons available. Since the beginning
The villagers have called for the district campfire team of 2009, relief agencies in Africa have reported Quelea
to activate crops protection measures and save the bird swarms with a direct impact on food security in
farmers from the losses they are likely to incur.
Kenya, Zimbabwe, Malawi, Tanzania, Mozambique
and Namibia,” FAO says.
Bulilima Rural District Council Chief Executive Officer
John Brown Ncube says the council has not yet received Clive Elliot, a retired Quelea expert, has been quoted
any reports connected with the Quelea birds but says in the media saying that flocks have no respect for
when such reports are made; the local authority national boundaries. It is difficult to invest in the birds’
engages the Agricultural Extension department to national eradication programmes.
assist.
“The destruction is patchy - at a national level, a
“We have not yet received any report. If reported, country loses only up to five per cent [of crops], but for
we can request Agritex to assist by taking mitigatory the individual farmer whose entire crop is wiped out,
measures,” Ncube says.
that is little comfort,” he says.

GWANDA

Low Turnout For
Vaccination In Mat South
For a majority of health workers in on February 19 in the province, while the second phase
Matabeleland South, it’s better to remain started on March 29.
vulnerable than take the risk of a vaccine
whose effects are still generally unknown.
This phase targeted frontline workers in the health
sector, Zimbabwe Revenue Authority (Zimra) personnel,
Customs and Immigration employees, journalists,
by Mazwi Mhletshwa
legislators and those in the security sector who are
Frontline workers in Matabeleland South province are being vaccinated under phase one of the programme.
reluctant to take the COVID-19 vaccine as the first
phase saw less than half of the targeted frontline Matabeleland South Provincial Maternal, Neonatal and
workers taking their first jab.
Child Health Officer Dr Norbert Singine says there has
been a low turnout from frontline workers in taking up
The province managed to vaccinate only 1745 frontline the jabs.
workers against a target of inoculating 5283 frontline
workers in the first phase from 11 010 Sinopharm
Singine says it is worrying that frontline
vaccines received.
The first phase of the vaccination programme ended

workers are reluctant to get vaccinated
considering they are at high risk of

contracting the virus.

“The tests of certifying the vaccine’s credibility were
not done in this country, so how are we sure that it
According to the provincial vaccination statistics, as works?
of March 19, Beitbridge vaccinated 292 from 1402,
Bulilima vaccinated 82 against a target of 198, Gwanda “Personally, I will only vaccinate after seeing that the
procedure on its second phase has no side effects,”
vaccinated 297 from a target of 1702.
says Matumo.
Insiza vaccinated 291 from a target of 462. At the
same time, Mangwe inoculated 270 from 586, Matobo
vaccinated 283 against a target of 582. In contrast,
Umzingwane vaccinated 230 from 351, bringing the
total of the vaccinated in the province to 1745 people.
Dr Sengeni urges health workers and those set to be
vaccinated under phase two to take up the vaccination
as it will help eradicate the spread of respiratory
infection.

“Well, the low uptake up to now could point out
unknown fears and myths by health workers which
need to be addressed. As such, I appeal to them to use
our different platforms to relay their concerns about
the vaccination exercise.”
“It’s now a month since we started this vaccination
campaign and the good news is we haven’t had serious
side effects. This can also be a wake-up call even to
the doubting Thomas’ that the vaccine is safe,” says Dr
Sengeni.
The second phase in the province is expected to start in
the first week of April.
“I still encourage front line workers to get vaccinated
so that we reach the critical mass for herd-immunity
quickly,” adds Dr Sengeni.
A health worker, Thomas Matumo, says he is still
reluctant to get vaccinated and will only do so when
it’s clear that others have no complications after the
second jab.

MATABELELAND

Mqondisi Moyo is the president of Mthwakazi Republic Party. Moyo and his followers recently challenged an
unfair and illegal displacement of a land owner — Brain Davies — from his property in Matobo, Matabeleland
South. For his bravery, Moyo was later forced to go into hiding following an alleged ambush by state security
details.
Citizens of the week are nominated by our audience members.
You can nominate your citizen of the week by sending a WhatsApp chat to +263718636459.

SPECIAL REPORT

In Binga, Dangerous Canoe
Trips Ensure Access To
Healthcare
Using canoes and other small boats, Binga
residents frequently cross the crocodileinfested Zambezi River visiting relatives in
Zambia. Beyond the social visits now, they go
through the same danger to access healthcare.
by Lizwe Sebatha

With a population of about 200 000 according to the
last 2012 census results, Binga is on the shores of the
Zambezi River, which means lots of water.
There is a lot of boating activity for tourists and
villagers who were cut off from their folks in Zambia
following their displacement from their ancestral
lands in the Zambezi River banks to pave the way to
construct the Kariba Dam.

While the boats, mostly single dinghies inflated before
propelled using pedals, carry people for visits, they also
serve as couriers and mini-ambulances for villagers
seeking health services in the neighbouring country.
According to Section 76 of the country’s Constitution,
every citizen and permanent resident of Zimbabwe has
the right to access basic health care services, including
reproductive health.
However, it is a right that many Binga villagers do
not usually enjoy as the district has few clinics, with
the available ones several kilometres away, lacking
basic medications and drugs and battling shortages of
nurses and doctors.

risk protection, access to quality essential healthPrivate pharmacies price their drugs beyond reach care services and access to safe, effective, quality and
and in United States dollars, forcing villagers to canoe affordable essential medicines and vaccines for all,”
to the neighbouring country to buy medication for a reads one of the SDG goals.
fraction of what is charged in the country.
The SDG’s or Global Goals are a collection of 17
“It’s a disaster. I still remember at one interlinked global goals adopted by member states in
time at Binga District hospital; they 2015 designed to be a “blueprint to achieving a better
and more sustainable future for all”.

were transferring every case to either
St Lukes in Lupane and Bulawayo
because they could not handle cases
because of several challenges facing
the institution.”

However, for Binga villagers, its health care system’s
poor state shows the district is far-off from meeting
the SDG 3.

Binga Rural District Council (RDC) chief executive
officer Joshua Muzamba bemoans the poor state of
health facilities in the district; he recently sent out
“The highest point of health care owned and an appeal to build new clinics, particularly for wards
government-run in Binga starts with Binga district without any.
hospital. To be very honest, Binga district hospital
faces several challenges from human capital to lack of The Binga RDC runs four clinics; Nsenga, Sinansengwe,
drugs and medicines. That is why you find most people Pashu and Chipale clinics and they are located at
finding it better to travel to Zambia for health services.” Sinakoma, Sinansengwe, Pashu and Sinamagonde
Prince Dube, former legislator

Several wards such as Siachilaba, Chinonge and
Lubu in Binga do not have clinics, The Citizen Bulletin
established.

wards, respectively.

“We will continue to mobilise
resources to support the health
Chinonge ward brings together 11 villages such institutions from our resources and
as Kamwabulede, Sanungu, Tobwe, Gwatagwata, support from partner agencies and
Kampandu, Musazi, Sikomena 1, Sikomena centre,
development stakeholders operating
Muunde, Malokota and Kamalundu.
in the district.”

“Then we have Manjolo clinic, which we constructed Joshua Muzamba, Binga RDC chief executive officer
as citizens, about 25 kilometres from Binga centre that
is not functional,” Dube-Sibanda adds, highlighting Currently, the Binga RDC is constructing two clinics at
Malaliya (Pashu ward) and Zambezi (Siansundu ward)
the sorry state of Binga’s health care facilities.
using devolution funds.
Ensuring healthy lives and promoting well-being at
all ages is essential to sustainable development, the Farai Marinyame, the Binga District Administrator (DA),
added: “The health facilities we have are inadequate
United Nations says.
to cater for the whole district; very much inadequate
The right to health care also falls under the UN in terms of reach as people are forced to walk long
Sustainable Development Goal (SDG) 3, which speaks distances to cross the border. We still need more health
to the need to “ensure healthy lives and promote well- centres in Binga.”
being for all ages.”
While the Binga RDC CEO and DA were coy on the
“Achieve universal health coverage, including financial number of clinics needed for the district, Dube-Sibanda

made it clear that they need “at least 30 clinics
constructed; that’s two clinics per ward.”
However, as resources do not permit, villagers have to
continue risking their lives crossing the Zambezi River
in small boats to access health care services.

