Myths Stifle Local
COVID-19 Response

Farm Grabs May Promote Disinvestments

Farmers right now are probably wondering, The acquisition of the farm in one of the fertile and
“who’s next?” To what end?
productive areas in Matabeleland region makes sad
reading and the unfolding saga is carried in detail in
BY THE EDITORIAL TEAM
our cover story.
On 14 June 2021 at about 2:56 pm, a tweet from a local
international human rights lawyer popped up on social While we might not be privy to fuller details leading up
media platform indicating that a farm he co-owns in to the Government Gazette dated 18 December 2020
Nyamandlovu is subject to acquisition by Government. which only came to the attention of Malunga and co. in
June (as per his tweet) being issued, the development
For ease of reference, Siphosami Malunga – Open puts a dent on the country’s image among the family
Society of Southern Africa (OSISA) executive director of nations.
wrote; “Today we received a call from Mr Dodzi at the
land office in Bulawayo to tell us that the Zim govt has
acquired our privately-owned farm and tomorrow they
are coming to peg it, and give it to people they have
allocated it to. This isn’t about land reform and we will
fight it in every way.”

It is no secret that we need foreign direct invest
from every corner but such goings-on scares foreign
investors.
We are certain that authorities in the corridors of power
are well aware of this.

A follow-up post read: “The farm is wholly privately
owned by 3 black individuals and we only got to see the Farm acquisitions, seizures or farm grabs should be
Gazette and acquisition notice issued on 18 December done away with once and for all.
for the first time today after the Lands Officer gave us
the number and told us to go to government printers”. We feel that sporadic episodes more than 20 years
after the fast-track land redistribution programme
began unsettle beneficiaries.

We should not be focusing on farm disruptions. The We implore authorities to make good on policies
thrust should be on scaling up productivity.
outlined in boardrooms as pupils in outlaying remote
areas are being left behind.
Central government need to follow through with its
pledge of respecting property rights. We are reminded However, we are told no one will be left behind!
of an African proverb that says, “If a snake bites a
neighbour, you too are in danger”.
In reality, many pupils are being left behind and
catching up might be impossible.
It unsettles other productive farmers in the region and
elsewhere.
Set timelines need to be adhered to and it’s our fervent
hope that a follow-up announcement on progress made
They are quietly asking themselves, who is next?
would be made before the next school terms begins.
Farmers need certainty on the land to fully commit
themselves to productivity that will guarantee food
security for the country. No one will commit resources
when surrounded by uncertainty.
We humble appeal to authorities to put a finality on
land reform.
We cannot over emphasis importance of stability in
farms and others sectors of the economy.
On a separate note, in March, Cabinet outlined a raft
of massive national e-learning strategies that entail 1
500 schools connected on the internet before the end
of the year.
Further intervening strategies such as manufacturing of
up to 150 000 digital gadgets, about 3 000 educators
undergoing information communication technology
training by June to boost e-learning and electrification
of 434 schools were announced.
The measures are in order as we have highlighted
before that many students in remote areas do not
have access to expensive broadband access and some
schools in those areas are not electrified to power the
gadgets.
However, in one of our articles, a primary pupil in
Lupane indicates that he has never seen a computer
save through a picture.
That is not good enough, as it is impossible to learn
information technology by merely looking at a picture.

NYAMANDLOVU

Editor’s Choice

Farm Grabs: Activists Vow
To Fight
A move by the Lands and Agriculture ministry
to seize a farm in Nyamandlovu belonging to
three individuals — one of them a prominent
government critic — exposes the corrupt and
dubious nature of the government’s black
empowerment drive where only the politically
correct are beneficiaries, observers have said.
by Lizwe Sebatha

Government critic Siphosami, who is the son of late
nationalist Sydney Malunga and Open Society Initiative
for Southern Africa (OSISA) director, co-owns the
farm with businessman Charles Moyo and Zephania
Dlamini, a scientist working at the National University
of Science and Technology.

being compulsory acquired under section 72(2) of the
country’s constitution.
However, the move has attracted widespread
condemnation from human rights activists and analysts
from the region who described the farm acquisition
as political persecution while the militant Mthwakazi
Republic Party (MRP) vowed resistance.
“We will defend our people; we did it for Davies, we
will do it for Siphosami or anyone from Matabeleland
without fear or favour. MRP was formed specifically
to defend, protect and promote our people,” Mbonisi
Gumbo, an MRP activist says.

In March, MRP activists clashed with the anti-riot police
In a state gazette, Lands minister Anxious Masuka in a land dispute in Ntabazinduna pitting a former
said the farm measuring 553 hectares and situated white commercial farmer, Brian Davies and former vice
in Nyamandlovu, Matabeleland North province is president’s Kembo Mohadi son in law, Floyd Ambrose.

Reports at the time showed that Ambrose, who is taking over their farms and other business ventures.
Davies’ former worker, evicted the latter from Tabas
Induna Farm in Ntabazinduna farm and lodge, defying Former minister Saviour Kasukuwere is fighting to have
a war veteran evicted from his farm in Mazowe and is
three High Court orders barring him from doing so.
accusing authorities of not doing anything despite a
The Davies family, which employs more than 350 court order.
workers, who together with their families have been
wholly dependent on income generated from the Recently, Zanu PF youth invaded a Mutorashanga farm
farming and photographic safari operations at Tabas belonging to war veteran Frederick Mutanda, who
Induna farm, have remained on the property following they accused of undermining President Emmerson
Mnangagwa by filing a High Court application
MRP’s intervention.
challenging his extension of Chief Justice Luke Malaba’s
“MRP will not allow the continuation term of office despite him reaching retirement age.
“There is no doubt that the persecution of Malunga
of the disposition of our people’s land is because of his stance against lawlessness, against
and natural resources, business, rights human rights violations, against the persecution of
human rights defenders,” Ncube adds.
and so on.”
Mbonisi Gumbo, an MRP activist
The farm seizure also exposes the corrupt nature of
governments’ black empowerment drive where critics
are persecuted and denied opportunities, analysts
noted.

“The issue about Malunga’s farm is
about precedence. If they can take
from him, what more of us? More so
if they can take from someone who
bought what does it mean to us who
want to buy? It’s difficult to make any
developments in farms like that.”
Scholar Rodrick Fayayo

On Monday, Malunga claimed that documents relating
to the acquisition of the farm had been stolen at the
Deeds Companies office in a move aimed at ‘weakening’
their fight for control of the property.
MRP members forcibly evicted Floyd Ambrose from Davies farm
in Ntabazinduna.

Critics have always argued the black empowerment
program is little more than a pet project for the
government, ruling Zanu PF elites and their supporters.
“His (Malunga) stance is the reason why they are going
against him, against his farm and they are using him as
an example of what they would do and will continue
to do against human rights defenders, and against
all those that are fighting for a better Zimbabwe,”
Bulawayo based analyst Effie Ncube says.
The government has been accused of fighting critics by

“The levels of sordidness and underhandedness related
to our farm issue are shocking. We gather someone
removed the documents proving ownership from the
files at the deeds and companies office,” Malunga
revealed while the Matabeleland Forum, a grouping
of regional civic groups, described the farm seizure as
a vengeful, unabashed and deliberate assault on the
private property.
“This clearly militates against the government’s thrust
of black economic empowerment. The move by the
State authorities is baseless, senseless and smacks
of unmeasured avarice, capricious and malevolent
intentions,” the Forum argued.

LUPANE

Pitiable Education
Infrastructure: A Hindrance
For Child Development In
Lupane
Poor access to education is a non-ending
challenge for Matabeleland learners. Now with
a changing system, both learners and teachers
remain on the peripheries of comprehensive
education.

say the government is increasing primary education
subjects regardless of not supporting the education
system by learning aid while teachers also lack the
requisite knowledge of the new syllabi.

Felix Ncube* a grade 6 pupil at Mbondo primary school
says there are many challenges which children in rural
The poor education infrastructure in Lupane, Lupane are facing.
characterised by dilapidated school buildings, lack of
computer labs and a shortage of proper staff quarters “There are no computers at schools.
have long-term consequences to the development and
We only hear about them. I have never
the future of children.
by Calvin Manika

seen one in real life, but only through
Speaking to The Citizen Bulletin, teachers and children the picture on the wall.”
Felix Ncube*, a grade 6 pupil

In addition to a lack of computers, Mbondo primary Such poor infrastructure has caused rural schools to
school is not connected to the electricity grid, a situation be manned by young inexperienced teachers, and the
which is synonymous with other primary schools in the consequences are detrimental to child development.
area like Pupu, Jibajiba, Lusulu and many others.
For Simon Dube* of Mthupane secondary school, it is
the unavailability of books that he blames for the poor
grades in both his primary and secondary education.
“The lack of a library at school is affecting us, unlike
our friends in schools such as Mabhikwa, Zvangendaba
and those in towns. The makeshift library we have has
outdated books. So we have none.”
On March 11, 2021, The Ministry of Primary and
Secondary Education, Microsoft and UNICEF officially
launched the Learning passport in Zimbabwe. According
to UNICEF, the Learning Passport is an innovative
solution that allows students, teachers, parents and
caregivers to access their school curriculum, their
materials, multiple resources, online activities and
develop different life skills. But, Simon and Felix have
not even heard of the learning passport in the periphery
of Lupane.
Speaking at the launch Hon. Cain Mathema, the
Minister of Primary and Secondary Education said, “The
Learning Passport will help in Government’s efforts to
ensure, no learner is left behind especially during the
COVID-19 pandemic.”

Lack of infrastructure continue to haunt most of Matabeleland
schools. Image by Gambakwe

One of the teachers who cannot be named for fear of
victimisation says teaching in rural Lupane requires
passion; otherwise, the place is not attractive due to
underdevelopment.

“Availability of transport is part of
education infrastructure. Most of the
areas here are far away from the main
roads where one would board the bus
going to Lupane shopping centre or
Bulawayo. Shops are not well stocked.
It is very discouraging. Given a chance,
one would seek a transfer.”

Mr Tendai Nyagura, a lawyer with vast knowledge on
children rights working with Justice for Children (JCT) A Lupane teacher
say UNICEF has made strides to promote education in
A former Lupane teacher now based in Hwange, Willard
rural areas especially during COVID-19.
Muleya, agrees, “The biggest challenge unlike in towns
“It is the right of every child to have quality education where every child is mandated to bring sets of books
despite being in a rural or urban area. The government like new ventures is lack of resources. We use one book
must ensure that every child is connected to the internet. for every subject and we make sure that our children
Thanks to UNICEF for many initiatives including the share. The current economic situation has exacerbated
internet of good things, radio handsets in rural areas the challenges.”
and supporting the radio lessons. However, there is a
need for a robust strategy to cater for rural children,” Lupane District Education Officer Mr Lovemore Ncube
could not be reached for comment as his phone was
says Advocate Nyagura.
not available.
This publication observed that challenges affecting
the education system in Lupane are ‘legacy’ related as The exacerbated challenges for rural children are
they have date back to years soon after independence. in conflict with the theme for the Day of the African
Child (DAC) commemorated on June 16 annually ‘30

years after the adoption of the Charter: Accelerate
implementation of Agenda 2040 for an Africa fit for
children’.
According to the 2021 Day of the Africa Child concept
note, In 2016, the African Committee adopted “Agenda
2040: Fostering an Africa fit for children”— a 25-year
agenda for the long-term and strategic progress in
implementing children’s rights in Africa.
Agenda 2040 aspiration number 6 states that every child
must benefit fully from quality education with policies
on early childhood education, free and compulsory
education. The state of the education infrastructure
in Lupane is deplorable regardless that Zimbabwe is a
signatory to many conventions on children rights.

BUBI

A Spike In Crime Worries
Bubi Villagers
Villagers are worried because of what they
say is an increase in crime, not only that, they
feel the justice system is failing them.
by Vusindlu Maphosa

into the bush, another was trying to
rape her, but she overpowered him,
escaped but he chased after her.”
Lovemore Toma, Bubi villager

Lovemore Toma of Bubi recalls the horror that occurred
Toma says the attempted rape suspect was later
within the vicinity of his homestead.
captured by villagers who severely beat him up.
“On May 1, at 8 pm while in my house with family, I
heard a woman screaming asking me to save her as a In 2017, Bubi district in Matabeleland North attained
man was close to raping her. I opened the door and I notoriety for being a hotspot of violent machete gang
saw a man holding a machete chasing after her,” Toma attacks in the region. The attacks, some of them fatal,
were concentrated in mining areas as the district
says.
has vast gold deposits. The frequent gold rush craze
The would-be victim was on her way to her homestead attracted gold hunters from various parts of the country.
with a fellow villager identified as Khulekani Khumalo.
According to Toma, Khumalo was stabbed by two men. Back then, several arrests were done but villagers in
Inyathi and Siganda are now concerned over a recent
“As the two were dragging Khumalo spike in violent criminal activities committed by
machete gangs. Villagers speak of robberies, rape and

even murder.

behave contrary to their mandate.”

They are concerned that despite reports being made
to the police, arrests are rarely made to the known
criminals. They suspect the machete gangs are
conniving with local police hence their calls for higher
authorities to descend in the district to whip police
officers into line and stop criminal activities.

Bubi legislator Sonny Mguni admits that his constituency
is a hot spot of machete gangs.
“Incidents of violence are always witnessed in many
gold mining sites. The police are doing their best to
maintain law and order to curb those perpetrators of
violence,” Mguni says.

Toma says in the May incident he witnessed, villagers
who apprehended the criminal now having pending Mguni adds that law enforcement agents effect arrests.
cases at the courts. He feels known perpetrators are let
loose by the justice system.

“Off late robberies are rampant but it
seems the police are turning a blind
eye to it. It’s not surprising as there
are claims that some police officers
are part of the robberies.”
Lovemore Toma

Lovemore Nyathi, one of the people who apprehended Bubi villagers demand justice for the violence victims. Image by
Sunshine Coast
the criminal confirms rampant criminal activities in
Bubi. “It’s true that we are in a serious crisis of violent
crimes and we really need help as a community,” says “Arrests have been made and records are there for you
to prove for yourself. As a local leader, I contributed
Nyathi.
fuel and my car to the police to make follow-ups. In
“There are a lot of criminal activities but currently I am parliament I advocated for the Parliament Portfolio
under trial after apprehending a suspect, so I am not at Committee on Defense, Home Affairs and Security
Services and Mining Committee (joint portfolio
liberty to comment much,” he says.
committees) to conduct Public Hearings in Bubi, the
#ThisConstitution leader Abigail Mupambi who is also program is still underway.”
a villager in Bubi says they demand justice for the
Matabeleland North police spokesperson Inspector
violence victims.
Glory Banda recently expressed concern over the
“Police are only implementers of the law and should spike in machete wars in Inyathi and Siganda areas.
never be tempted or be allowed to abuse the very law. Banda, who had no ready figures at hand to share
As a human rights Defender, I have taken it upon myself with The Citizen Bulletin, ascribes the violent fights on
to take the Inyathi police to the National Complaints misunderstandings among villagers.
Desk in Harare. For the record, the police exist to
protect the masses and the opposite of such can never “Machete wars are happening in areas like Inyathi and
Siganda under Bubi district and are a cause for concern,”
be tolerated,” Mupambi says.
says Banda adding that the case of Khumalo’s assault is
“I am grateful we have resilient citizens in Bubi who already in the courts.
are brave enough to stand against what is wrong. We
urge the people to learn to peacefully engage higher In 2020, four men armed with machetes, knobkerries
offices should police or any other public servants and shovels attacked mineworkers at Inyathi and got
away with 150kg of gold ore.

BULAWAYO

Are Matabeleland Young
Artists Boxed In? Who Is
To Blame?
Is the growth in a sector the responsibility of
the pioneers of the same? Shall individuals be
propped up or become sacrificial lambs when
things go wrong? Here’s why strong cultural
institutions are needed as of yesterday, writes
Thabani H. Moyo.
by Thabani H. Moyo

“Senzenjani baphathi bethu? Sifone ngaphi
ukuze sikhule? Kumbe sithule” cried one
desperate young artist on his Facebook
page.
In most cases, these desperate voices are targeted at
individuals who have been given all sorts of names.

A new phenomenon is developing among young artists
These individuals have been named arts elders, arts
in the region and any gathering of creatives would not
doyens, arts mafia, arts Godfathers, gatekeepers and
be complete without the following being mentioned
arts hyenas.
or noticed: Angry. Boxed. Confused. Desperate.
Distressed. Frustrated. Hopeless.
Sometimes prominent names such as Raisedon Baya,
Simon Mambazo Phiri, Nkululeko Nkala, Nkululeko
Most of them spew ugly words about the world of the
Dube and William Nyandoro have been thrown into
arts they find themselves in.

the ring purported to be the cause of their desperation.
These arts gurus have been perceived as powerful
individuals who sit in some imagined Arts Council that
is responsible for shaping and sharing the regional
cake.

However, these programs are seasonal and depend on
the availability of resources. So, there is a serious gap
when it comes to formal training and projects designed
for young artists in the region. What young artists
should know is the so-called arts doyens are frustrated
too. Resources are not there for everyone alike, young
Maybe it is because these individuals have worked and old.
hard to build their names and some are mentioned
by virtue of holding leadership positions in some arts Everyone seems not to get the nexus. The arts elders
institutions and they become easy targets for venting who are expected to help also need help themselves.
out.
They are shot of resources too. They can only do much
with what they have. The biggest challenge is that
In this installation, we seek to explore who is to blame everyone has been focussing on individuals instead of
for the lack of opportunities in the arts sector? Is it public institutions.
appropriate to blame a handful of individuals for failing
the creative sector in Matabeleland but at the same There is this obsession with building powerful individuals
time pride ourselves on being called the country’s instead of strong public institutions. Without strong
cultural melting pot?
public institutions, there won’t be proper and formal
processes for empowering young artists. Young and old
Are these individuals really stifling the regional arts artists will continue to survive on other hustles which
sector as some young artists would like to believe? If are hardly sustainable. It is time that public institutions
not, dear reader, where is the problem? In the past, the are challenged to account for their activities in the arts
region has witnessed few personal initiatives that were fraternity
aimed at grooming young talent.
Local authorities have arts desks and those are
Most of these initiatives have been largely informal.
redundant in most areas. There are structures within
councils that are meant to support arts and cultures
They have been carried out on borrowed or negotiated but these are defunct. What is surprising though is that
spaces like schools, council halls and even in open the offices are occupied and some people are paid for
spaces. Most of these initiatives have been funded the job yet there is nothing meaningful happening on
from personal pockets with no institutional support at the ground.
all.
Young artists who have joined them have done so
voluntarily. Good examples of such initiatives are
Bambatha Academy and Centre For Talent Development
in Bulawayo.
These are projects that were run through passion if
there is anything like that. It is undeniable that such
initiatives fizzle out when the initiators get burn out.
Unfortunately, these are the same individuals who
have dedicated their resources and time to uplifting
the sector only to be later labelled as arts ‘chokers’.

It is time that artists both young and old
demanded active desks from these councils.
Councils have turned structures meant to
be for arts and culture into white elephants.
This must be addressed.
However, the biggest culprit, some say is the central
government. The central government is good at crafting
brilliant policies that are only read in hotels during high
powered conferences but are barely implemented.

The latest document in that light is National Development
Other organisations that have worked in the area of strategy 1. When it comes to empowering the artists and
grooming young talent are Nhimbe Trust and Intwasa the arts sector, it is a brilliant document. The document
Arts Festival through their different initiatives.
acknowledges that the youths are a valuable resource

and only need an enabling environment that will build
and strengthen them.
The document acknowledges the role of arts and
culture in promoting sustainable social and economic
development. Some of the government strategies are to
enhance investment in local cultural resources, develop
sustainable creative economies, develop infrastructure
for arts and culture and heritage.
In light of the above, the government must take
responsibility to make sure that young artists are
empowered equally across provinces. Young artists
should make it a habit to constantly approach their
regional offices in charge of arts and demand that
government delivers on its mandate. By doing such, they
will contribute to the enforcement of accountability in
the sector.
Public institutions like the National Arts Council of
Zimbabwe must be empowered so that in turn they
empower the artists. The Arts and Culture development
fund that the government put in black and white as
one of its strategies must come to life and young artists
from the region must be beneficiaries too.
If the central government plays its role, then our young
artists won’t feel boxed and desperate.
We implore young talented artists to scale down on the
blame game and channel the abundant energy towards
finding lasting solutions that would uplift their craft.
In Raisedon Baya’s words, “We all must fight, all must
push, all must find each other somehow”.

HWANGE

Kamandama Disaster:
Whither The Welfare Of
Widows?

Forty-nine years after the country’s worst Kamandama mine.
mine disaster to date, the Hwange community
is unsatisfied with the support rendered to When the accident happened, spouses of the trapped
surviving spouses and children.
miners thronged in desperation to the collapsed mine
hoping for the miracle of seeing their loved ones
by Lethokuhle Nkomo
coming out of the burning mine alive.
The Wankie coal mine disaster which took place on the
6th of June, 1972 often brings sad memories to the
“Memories are still fresh; I remember
people of Hwange, the underground explosions which
occurred at the then Wankie No.2 Colliery mine led to I spent a week coming to Kamandama
427 fatalities. It remains the deadliest mine accident to hoping that I would see my husband
date in the history of the country.
who was also trapped in the mine.”
Shantani Nyathi (68), one of the widows
Yearly every June 6, in remembrance of the explosion
which shook Hwange and Zimbabwe, at exactly 10:25 She was 19 years old, a three months pregnant
am, a minute of silence is observed to remember the newlywed. She fondly calls her husband, Timmy.
427 miners who perished at the then underground

on the 6th of June, after the
commemorations, they are forgotten.
As residents we are worried of such
After the accident, tradition forced her to get married to kind of symbolic appreciation of the
her late husband’s brother; afterwards they relocated day, it shows that HCCL does not
to the rural areas.
reflect on the day.”
“Ït was one of the most difficult moments of my life.
We had plans but all the dreams were shattered in the
morning of 6th of June 1972.”

Nyathi is among the surviving widows of the
Kamandama disaster who are finding life tough since
the disaster occurred. Most widows had to relocate
while some are still stuck in Hwange town as they
struggle to survive in the harsh economic environment
of the mining town.

Fidelis Chima, Greater Hwange Residents Trust
coordinator

“It’s been 49 years since the disaster occurred, but
the remaining widows are not benefiting much from
the company. We appreciated the Kamandama Trust
Fund formed for the widows by the Hwange Colliery
Company but there is not much being done on the
Although the Hwange Colliery Company promised to Trust Fund,” says Chima.
take care of the widows and their children, most miners
left behind pregnant widows and very young children. Chima believes it would be ideal for the Trust Fund to
Before the COVID-19 global pandemic, hundreds of
people from all walks of life gathered at Number 2
Kamandama Memorial Site for a memorial service. The
surviving widows and children gathered together with
mining players and government officials at the mass
grave to pay their respects.

involve the widows and their children allowing them
to have a say on what they want and how the fund
should be administered.
Chima recommends that 6 June should be a national
public holiday where the nation at large reflects on the
safety measures in mining entities.
Justice Chinhema the Secretary-General of Zimbabwe
Diamond and Allied Minerals Workers Union (ZDAMWU)
has echoed similar sentiments on the welfare of the
surviving spouses and children.

Hwange residents recommend the 6th of June to be a national
public holiday. Image by The Citizen Bulletin

Although this year the commemorations were not
publicly held, Hwange residents have expressed their
concern over the importance of the day. The Greater
Hwange Residents Trust coordinator, Fidelis Chima says
June 6, is an important day annually for the community
of Hwange. He has however raised concerns over the
welfare of the Kamandama Widows.

“These widows are only recognised

“Very few have their children engaged in the mine;
most who were with the mine have lost employment
again. There is a need to make sure these families are
compensated. We suggest monthly salary equivalent to
the grade the deceased was in until a supposed age of
retirement,” he says.
Chinhema says the company should also provide
accommodation for these widows because some of the
widows are living almost as destitutes.
“As ZDAMWU we are saying miners must have a Trust
fund that caters for past, current and future disasters
and all mining companies must be seen contributing
towards that fund every month so as to take care of
victims of mine disasters or accidents,” he says.

Statistics from ZDAMWU show that mine disasters
still occur in Zimbabwe and are becoming a cause for
concern as families of victims of disasters often feel the
brunt when they lose a breadwinner to a mine disaster.
In 2020 alone, 10 workers lost their lives in big mines
and a number of lives are lost in illegal mining activities
daily.
Historical records establish that the Kamandama
accident was caused by an underground methane dust
explosion and despite several attempts to rescue mine
workers, the fatality of the disaster was such that the
mine shaft had to be sealed off and making it a mass
grave.
It was initially believed that more than 470 miners
were trapped, but the number was lowered after the
owners found a number of people had not shown up
for work.
Eight men were pulled alive from the mine after the
initial explosions. Two new explosions on 7 June
poured clouds of poisonous gas into the 4, 8 kilometres
of tunnels, making further rescue attempts impossible.
The HCCL has in the past commemorated the day
through a Kamandama golf tournament where golfers
from the business community and other mining
companies play to fundraise for the Kamandama Trust
Fund.

Hwange Villagers Embrace
Nutrition Gardens To
Mitigate The Effects Of
Climate Change
Hwange which falls under the agro-ecological
zone 4, characterised by high temperatures
and low rainfall has been struggling in socioeconomic development for the past few years,
now nutritional gardens have come to the
rescue.

Annual ZIMVAC Rural Livelihood Baseline Profiles
notes that north-western Zimbabwe which includes
Hwange district is a dry, remote and a resource-poor
area suffering from chronic food insecurity.

“Cultivation of maize, sorghum, millet and pulses is
unreliable and wild foods are consumed during the
by Calvin Manika
lean season. Infertile soils, adverse weather conditions,
The good rains received in the 2020/21 agricultural foraging wild animals and poor input and output market
season cannot easily rehabilitate the social stress and access are the biggest constraints to crop production,”
economic damage caused by three successive years of notes the 2020 report.
climate change-induced droughts in the district.
A recent visit by The Citizen Bulletin to various nutrition
gardens reveals that the gardens are fast becoming the
hope of the communities to evade hunger and poverty.
Nutrition gardens are being coordinated by villagers
with technical support from the Agritex department
and other supporting organisations.

Hwange district is increasingly engaging
in nutrition gardens. A notable scheme is
the government-owned Lukosi irrigation
nutrition garden which measures 29,2
hectares, accommodating 73 beneficiaries
with the majority being women.

In filling the gap, World Vision, an international
non-governmental organisation has facilitated the
establishment of about 21 of these irrigation schemes
across the Hwange district. Speaking to The Citizen
Bulletin, Word Vision Hwange Area Manager Mr
Lovemore Nyoni notes that, one of the root causes of
rural poverty in Hwange is drought.
“Due to climate change, droughts have become more
frequent and more severe leading to serious crop and
livestock losses and therefore, food insecurity for many
families. The objective is to strengthen the resilience of
vulnerable households to drought and other disasters
that threaten to disrupt the livelihoods of families in
Hwange,” says Nyoni.
In a bid to uplift the lives of the indigenes’ World Vision
adopts climate-smart agriculture techniques through
solar-powered pumping systems, dams and irrigation
systems which allow all year round farming and
therefore, higher yields and more crop diversification.

consumption and there were enough volumes for sale.
Some of the beneficiaries who spoke to this publication
say nutrition gardens are not limited to daily agriculture
but are life-changing projects.

“For the past years, I have been farming
in the irrigation scheme but I worked
hard despite climate change effects.
I now supply a local supermarket in
Hwange with fresh produce. I have a
contract. I have bought cattle; build a
standard house and a motor vehicle I
use for my errands.”
NaMapho, an irrigation farmer

In monitoring the Lukosi Irrigation project, Hwange
District Agritex Officer Ms Zimhlope Ndlovu says the
role of the agricultural extension worker is for training
farmers on good horticultural practices. The District
“This leads to more food and income through vegetable Chief Agritex Officer commented also on the state of
sales for households. More income means families the nutrition gardens in the district which have a few
can better take care of their children. The end game seasonal challenges.
is to ensure families have a better capacity to provide
for their children. Moreover, the families sell some of
the vegetables which improve family income. Better
income means families can better take of other needs
of children,” continues Nyoni.
Hwange Rural District Councillor of Lukosi ward
Councillor Ishmael Kwidini says there are many benefits
coming with nutrition gardens in the nutrition gardens
and the Lukosi irrigation scheme.
For Hwange villagers, nutrition gardens have become life“The government assists with inputs. The gardens are
changing projects. Image by The Citizen Bulletin
essential for food security from produce in the garden,
they also give occupation to jobless villagers and create
hope of development regardless of climate change,” “They are in a good state during summer only and
during any other time; they are in a bad state due
says Kwidini.
to water challenges. Hwange has not been spared of
In addition to the projects making a significant impact climate change and has been affected to a greater
on the nutritional status of beneficiaries, they are also extent,” says Ndlovu.

improving income. The Citizen Bulletin observed that
the majority of vegetables such as onions, tomatoes, Few beneficiaries have managed to break even beyond
broccoli, pepper, butternuts, eggplant, carrots and the local market as their main market. Many villagers
maize being produced were not limited for home hardly interface with external buyers. Farmers say
market orientation training and market analysis is

required.
Less than 1000 households are benefitting from the
nutrition gardens in the whole district despite that
the Food Poverty Datum Line (FPDL) has continued to
increase over time and remain higher than the average
income. According to ZimStats Food Datum Line (FDL)
for one person in May 2021 was $4139.00 while the
Total Consumption Poverty Line (TCPL) for one person
stood at $5771.00.
Despite these challenges a few individuals are reaping
rewards, “This initiative has made our lives enjoyable
because we manage balanced diet food despite the
state of the economy and surplus is sold to buy other
things needed home including clothing and children’s
school fees,” says Monica Sibanda.

BINGA

A Decade Later: Siabuwa
Health Centre Remains A
Community Health Centre
Ten years after Siabuwa clinic was designated
as a district hospital to cater for the
constituency’s 12 wards Binga North villagers
still cannot access special health care services
offered by any other hospitals in the country.
by Lizwe Sebatha

For specialist health services, villagers in Siabuwa,
Binga North in Matabeleland North province are
forced to travel 250 kilometres to St Luke’s hospital in
Lupane.

All this is happening more than two decades after a
community clinic in Siabuwa was recommended to be
turned into a hospital to cater for villagers in the 12
wards of Binga North constituency.
To villagers in Binga, this underlines government
insincerity to ensure there is development in Binga, a
vast district that already suffers poor health services.

“It was recommended a long time ago,
way before I became a Chief in 2013,
And in extreme circumstances, they are forced to travel that the community clinic be turned
further to Bulawayo, about 420kilometres away or to into a hospital but to date, there has
canoe to neighbouring Zambia for health services.
been no movement.”
Chief Siabuwa

This has seen villagers being denied specialist services In December 2020, Finance minister Mthuli Ncube
such as x-ray, radiology, laboratory, short-term allocated ZWL$19 billion for distribution to local
hospitalisation and general and speciality surgical authorities across the country under devolution.
services normally provided by hospitals.
According to the constitution, at least 5 per cent of the
At present, health facilities in Binga North suffer a national budget should be allocated to local authorities
myriad of challenges such as few clinics, shortages of as part of promoting the devolution agenda.
nursing staff, drugs and other medication.
Government allocates the funds to be shared among the
Some clinics are nearly 25kilometres away while some 10 provinces based on several factors such as poverty
wards such as Siyachilaba and Lubu in Binga North do levels in all rural districts, quality of infrastructure and
not have clinics at all.
size of the population.
“We also have serious shortages of nursing staff at Binga North opposition member Prince Dubeko
our Siabuwa community health centre,” Chief Siabuwa Sibanda who was recalled from Parliament in 2020
adds.
says the failure by the government to fulfil its promise
of turning Siabuwa clinic into a hospital mirrors the
“Getting sick and in need of specialist services is very sorry state of health facilities in the district.
costly for villagers in my area as that means forking
out transport money to seek better health care. This is “Let me paint this picture this way. For starters, the
something that the government must address.”
highest point of health care that is government-owned
and government-run starts with the Binga district
The constitution and other international charters such hospital. To be very honest, the hospital does not have
as Article 25 of the United Nations 1948 Universal sufficient doctors,” Sibanda says.
Declaration of Human Rights guarantee the right to
health care.
However, while Binga people mourn over poor health
services, government officials, including the Presidency,
However, in Binga, the government’s commitment to are quick to fly out of the country for specialist health
meeting constitutional and international obligations in care.
terms of guaranteeing the right to health for its citizens
comes under focus.
Sibanda adds: “The (district) hospital itself is a disaster.
I still remember one time they were literally transferring
Matabeleland North Provincial Affairs minister Richard every case to either Lupane or Bulawayo. They could
Moyo denies the government is failing to meet its not handle any case because they had nothing. They
obligations to guarantee the right to health care for don’t have power; they don’t have water, demotivated
people in Binga as he said devolution funds will be staff. That is the district hospital.”
diverted to upgrade health facilities in the district.

“We have plans to capacitate health
facilities in Binga using devolution
funds. We have not neglected Binga.
We are also using the devolution funds
for example to upgrade the poor road
network in Binga.”
Richard Moyo, Matabeleland North Provincial Affairs
minister

GWANDA

Miners Push For Idle
Land Under EPOS To Be
Tributed To Small Scale
Operators
Youths and women in Gwanda say there's
too much land under Exclusive Prospecting
Orders (EPOs) lying idle hindering them from
accessing land, now the government says it is
addressing the imbalance.

mining claims as most land is said to be under Exclusive
Prospecting Orders (EPOs).

“As a youth with an interest in mining, it’s my desire
to have my own claim. From there I wish to expand
my mining activities. Unfortunately, when I went to
by Amanda Ncube
the Ministry of Mines offices they told me that they
were not issuing any prospective licenses as there is no
For more than six years, Qiniso Ncube (31) from
mining land available,” narrates Ncube to The Citizen
Gwanda District has been working in several mines
Bulletin.
dotted around Matabeleland South Province. He
believes he has acquired vast experience to start his
“I have been working for other people
own mining venture.
However, his major challenge is on legally acquiring

on their claims for a long time and I

believe I can use the experience that I warn us against illegal mining.”
have acquired over the years to start Prosper Moyo*
my own business.”

“Holders of most of these EPOs are big companies
which are not local. This is highly unfair as people from
other regions are benefiting at the expense of locals
Ncube and several small-scale miners in the region
who are the rightful custodians of these resources,” he
are facing the same predicament as they struggle to
laments.
legalise their operations. They are appealing to the
mining authorities to fairly distribute mining claims so
that youths and locals can also benefit.
Qiniso Ncube, a 31-year-old aspiring mine owner

About 95 per cent of mining land which hosts potential
gold deposits in Matabeleland South is under EPOs.
This means the land has been acquired by companies
with the capacity to mine at a large scale.
However, a vast part of it lies idle.
In Matabeleland South about 95 percent of land which has

The mining sector is one of the country’s biggest foreign
potential gold deposits is under EPOs. Image by Unsplash
currency earners alongside tobacco. Gold is expected
to contribute US$4billion earnings per annum by 2023, As an intervention measure, the Mines ministry has
which is a third of the US$12 billion targets for the engaged multiple claim holders to cede or tribute some
entire mining industry in the same period.
of their claims to small-scale miners on a tenure basis.
Calls have been made for the government to focus on Siduduzile Masilela who is the treasurer for Simalu
formalising the small-scale miners as they produce 60 Mining Association based in Gwanda says as women in
per cent of the gold in the country.
the mining sector, they are struggling to expand their
operations citing EPOs.
Failure to access claims has forced some aspiring
miners to engage in illegal mining activities.
Zimbabwe Miners Federation (ZMF) Matabeleland
South provincial chairman, Philemon Mokuele says
Prosper Moyo* from Mangwe District has given up small-scale miners in the province have travelled as far
hopes of formalising his mining activities due to as Harare in order to meet with EPO holders but have
bottlenecks.
failed.

“I don’t bother to register my mining
activities anymore because I have
failed to obtain a claim on countless
occasions. I am always told by mining
authorities that there is no land
available for prospecting because of
EPOs. I have seen it better to engage
in illegal activities because authorities
are failing us yet they are quick to

He says the Ministry of Mines has to do more than
direct EPO holders to tribute do some of their claims to
small-scale miners.
“There is a need for legislation that guarantees locals
a stake in EPOs. Some of these EPO holders are just
holding onto the land and not producing. However,
they continue to have their licenses renewed.”
“Small-scale miners contribute significantly towards

gold production in the country and they should be
allocated claims so that they can be more productive,”
he says.
However, the Ministry of Mines and Mining
Development Matabeleland South acting Provincial
Mining Director, Khumbulani Mlangeni says following
a sustained outcry from miners in the region, the
Ministry is working on reducing the amount of land
under EPOs.
An application to the Mining Affairs Board requesting
land under EPOs in the province to be reduced has
been lodged, he says.
“As an office, we have written to the Mining Affairs
Board to reduce the amount of land under EPOs so
that people can access mining claims. We have also
proposed that all those who submit their applications
under EPOs have their hectarage reduced by 25 per
cent,” he says.

FILABUSI

Filabusi Residents Demand
Returns From Local
Investment Company
Residents who formed an investment company
26 years ago say they have not heard from the
company directors for the past 13 years, now
they are demanding the disposal of properties
and share of the spoils.

as cars, tractors, chicken fowl runs now lying idle,
cooking utensils, office equipment and houses all of
which they have not benefited from since then.

However, the investment company directors have
dismissed the claims that houses were part of Insiza
by Vusindlu Maphosa
Investment company properties, but belonged to the
Filabusi Residents in Matabeleland South who formed Development Trust of Insiza which accommodated the
the Insiza Investment Company, an empowerment Investment Company.
project in 1995 say they have not benefited from
their investment and fear that the directors might be A member of the Investment Company Sibongile
Khumalo says members contributed a lot of money
benefiting alone in the investment.
since the inception of the company in 1995 and
They say they have not received any feedback on their some of the members were drawn from the United
investment and properties for the past 13 years despite Kingdom and the United States of America but all their
their public limited company acquiring properties such investments are in vain.

“We poured a lot of money and even
took money from our own projects to
invest in this company hoping to reap
great returns, but up to now we got
nothing from this.”

to make us understand what happened. There were
properties such as cars, office equipment, fowl run,
tractors, shares and cooking utensils. The Investment
Company never bought or built houses. The two houses
belonged to the Development Trust. I am a founder
member of the Development Trust and when the trust
Sibongile Khumalo, a member of the Investment donors stopped funding it, we called people in the
community to form a company and the company never
Company
bought houses.”
“We suspect that the directors might be benefiting
alone from our investment. We are asking for the Ncube says the trust accommodated the Investment
sale of all properties and share the proceeds among company directors in its houses, that is why people
assume they belong to the company. He says the trust
members rather than for a few to eat our sweat.”
bought the houses using donor funds from Norway
She says some of the members have since died without which came through Insiza Rural District Council and
the government after the trust had applied for funding.
benefiting from their investments.
Another member who preferred anonymity says the “Those who contributed money to the company need
directors are currently renting out the houses with to convene a meeting with directors to get information
tenants paying US$250 for a full house while members about the company's standing,” Ncube says.
are not aware where the money goes.
Company board chairman Ndumiso Mpofu was not
“We invested a lot of money in this company and it reachable for comment, but one of the board of
stresses me to think that out of it I got nothing to directors Matilda Mahaso says most of the properties
date. There were cars and no one knows where they the company had were rented from the council, but she
are now. We only see our former leaders prospering cannot account for them as she left the area in 2009.
in businesses yet we have nothing to show for our
“What I know is that there were files and most of
investments,” she says.
the properties were rented from the council. We were
A company shareholder, Jabisile Ncube, who is also a renting a restaurant and a bar. I do not remember us
founding member of the Development Trust of Insiza having cars and tractors, I will have to revisit the issue
confirms that members have concerns over the collapse with those who remained there in Insiza because I left
of their company and a lack of feedback from directors the place sometime in 2009,” Mahaso who is now
District Development Coordinator for Nkayi says.
on what happened to their investment.
He says the Insiza Investment Company was formed “The office equipment they are talking about is just
under the Development Trust to empower the business a table, chair and a wooden file cabinet. The fowl run
is there, if they want to revive the company they can
community and locals.
simply come together and do so.”

“The company worked before the
economic collapse in 2008. After the
collapse of the economy, the directors
did not come back to report to us
what happened.”
Jabisile Ncube, company shareholder

“The leaders must convene a meeting with members

SPECIAL REPORT

Mangwe: Erratic Internet
Connectivity Stalls
Adaptation To COVID-19
Lifestyle
With a poor internet connection, the new
normal which requires a digital lifestyle is not
accessible to Mangwe residents

that all local mobile services providers have poor
network coverage in the district because of few base
stations, forcing villagers to rely on Botswana telecoms
companies such as Mascom Wireless.

by Nqobile Bhebhe

“To access Internet connectivity for my zoom meetings,
I have to climb a mountain and use my Botswana
mobile number,” says Gilbert Masuku as he explains
the network challenges in Mangwe.
“Alternatively, I travel to Plumtree town.”

In 2016, the government gazetted Statutory
Instrument (S.I.) 137 of 2016 making it compulsory for
telecommunications operators to share infrastructure
such as base stations to ensure 100% per cent network
coverage to all Zimbabweans, even in far remote areas
such as Mangwe.

However, five years on, the lack of enabling telecoms
An investigation by The Citizen Bulletin has established infrastructure in the district is still to blame for poor

network connectivity, a situation that has seen students Rural teacher unions have in the past indicated that
there missing e-learning at a time when they are beneficiaries of the e-learning model have been children
expected to be hooked on e-platforms for their studies. of the elites who have unlimited, and sometimes free
access to the Internet.

“Imagine we are still on 2G, we
cannot even download WhatsApp
applications and later on newsletters
which are more than 3 megabytes.
There is no e-learning taking place
here.”
Masuku, who preferred not to use his real name

Another legislator, Priscilla Misihairabwi-Mushonga
says with digitalization, stigma suffered by pregnant
pupils can be reduced.
Teenage pregnancies spiked during the COVID-19
induced lockdown that first came into effect in March
last year, a situation that resulted in most school-going
girls dropping out of school.

Recently, Members of Parliament debated on the lack
of connectivity in remote areas as they confirmed that Official statistics show that a total of 4 959 teenagers
fell pregnant between January and February this year.
e-learning is non-existent in most rural areas.
In early June, Mangwe legislator, Hlalani Mguni told The government ruled that pregnant girls could continue
Parliament that information technology gadgets are of with education in a classroom setup, however, there is
little use due to network challenges in some parts of still stigma attached to it.
her constituency.
“If we deal with the issue of digitalization we may
“I want to say there are still areas where this technology actually be able to address this increasing phenomenon
cannot be used because these areas are using networks that we saw with COVID-19 where a number of our
from Botswana. So, this method is disturbing learners” girls got pregnant during the lockdown,” MisihairabwiMguni is quoted as having said in the Parliamentary Mushonga says.
Hansard of June 10.

“If e-learning is expanded and is given to circumstances
The Hansard carries minute detail of proceedings in where you are giving the pregnant girls an opportunity
to learn while they are at home and they just come into
Parliament.
school to write their exams, you are also dealing with
the issues of stigma. So, the issue around e-learning
“Pupils cannot access the internet and digitalization is crucial”.

at all. I can give an example of
e-learning — when the Ministry of
Health advertised, people failed to
apply because there is no Net-One
booster, so people failed to apply to
go for nursing training.

Learners in Mangwe also struggle to access radio
lessons as the current national radio station is out of
reach.

The local radio signal is also unavailable due to a lack
of enabling infrastructure, forcing villagers to switch to
Botswana radio broadcasts for information, and there
Hlalani Mguni, Mangwe legislator
is hardly any news on Zimbabwe, particularly radio
“I also want to request that the Government should try lessons.
to restore network services such as NetOne and Telecel
to the affected areas so that learners in the area can Added Masuku: “We once thought of petitioning
be assisted and catch up with other learners in this the Ministry of Information and Communication
whole nation. We all know that educating children is Technologies, Postal and Courier Services on the issue
but suspended the plan. We feel it’s time to pursue it
educating a nation,” added Mguni.

further.”

Students struggle to access radio lessons due to lack of national
radio signals. Image by United Nations

Matabeleland Institute for Human Rights (MIRH)
coordinator, Khumbulani Maphosa, believes that the
current online education system, though inevitable due
to the Covid19 pandemic, is exclusive to children from
poor backgrounds and communities without frequency
or reception.
“There is a serious need for urgent devolution of power
to enable provincial and local authorities to tailor-make
education in emergency programs to fit the needs of
the localities. Devolution of power is the vehicle for
human rights protection and promotion - especially
right to education for children,” Maphosa argued.
However, the non-connectivity concerns come as
the Postal and Telecommunications Regulatory
Authority of Zimbabwe (POTRAZ) director-general Gift
Machengete, in his first-quarter report says the high
internet usage came with the high consumption from
schools and companies.
“Mobile Internet and data traffic increased by 29.9%
to 21,865 Terabytes in the first quarter of 2021 from
16,834Terabytes recorded in the fourth quarter of
2020.”
“Internet and data traffic are expected to continue
growing due to the increased adoption of e-learning,
telecommuting, and e-conferencing,” Machengete
said.
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